FYLDE MOUNTAINEERING CLUB
NEWSLETTER JULY, 1984

EDITOR'S NOTLES

Sorry about the long wait for this edition folks, but as
usual the deluge of stuff I keep expecting failed to materialise.

SOCIALS
15th August Treasure Hunt % Dave Earle
5th September Doozy Bike Ride Dave Laycock = Heet

at Buccaneer 7.00 pm.
12th September Audio Visual Extravaganza Dave Earle, at the
Buccaneer, 8.30 pm.
3rd October Slide Show - Sailing to Don Rutter at the
the Hebrides Buccaneer, 8.30 pu.
¥ Venue for Treasure Hunt - Council Offices Car Park
Garstang, 6.30p.m. onwards

FUTURE MEETS

4/5 August Members' reet, Stair George Parker on
Cleveleya 856426

11/12 Aug. Welsh Meet, Llznberis Dave Westby on
Cleveleys 854745

25/27 Aug. Family W/E, Stair

25/27 Aug. Scot Rock Camping Martin Dale

8/9 Sept. Ladies Meet, Stair Mary Aspin, F/wood 6785

15/16 Sept. Welsh Heet, Vags Hut Dave Greenhalgh on

Fleetwood 5030
HUT AVAILABILITY

28th July Vags Hut, Llanberis
Stair Hut (8 beds only)
Lth Aug. Stair
11th Aug. Chester Hut, Llanberis
18th Aug. Stair
25th Aug. Little Langdale; Family W/E, Stair
1st Sept. Little Langdale
8th Sept. Stair
15th Sept. Vags Hut
22nd Sept. Stair; Family W/E, Little Langdale
29th Sept. Little Langdale

John Wiseman may be unavailable throughout much of August,
Teachers' holidays and all that. In his absence hut bookings
should be made with Dave Westby on Cleveleys 854745.

SIMOND COUGUAR ICE AYE

After failures of this ice axe laboratory work has revealed a
fault in design and inodequale quality control.

The axe is considerably weaker than it could be. The aze is
deseribed by Simond as a walking axe but their literature
guarantees the head will ensure placement in the hardest ice.
The 1984 Wild Country Catalogue describes it as an all purpose
ice tool.

It is recommended that this model should NOT BE USED for climb-
ing or self arrest on shallow snow. Nor should it be used on
hard or mixed ground. Doesn't sound too good.
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The sanufacturers have indicated iuprovements will be made.
It is not knowu whether these improvements will be vigible to
diatinguish the old from the noew.

There are no offers to reoplace these nxeos.

Prospective purch sers way care to bear this in mind when
considering the purchase of cquipment made by Simond.

D.A.Barle, Secrotary

Newsfiach

The Club Seerctary can no longer bo reached on Poulton-le-
I'ylde 650283,

He hns however otarted a new job working days only, and ean

be reached at Hesketh House in Refunde Section, ou Fleetwocod
7712%, Ext.454. The extension number is liable te alteration
eventually, a further notc will then be issued, but the Scction -
Refunds = will rewnin the sutic.

Anycne thinsing the Governument cwes them some meacy is invited
tc ring in!

D.A. Earle, Sccretary

CGURU'S CORNER

Therc are three roclclimbs in Great Britain worth doing. All of
the others are a complete waste of time and encrgy which could be
cpent pursuing far jreator goals, cuch as health wealth and happi-
nees.  3efore T lot you into the secret of their location, let me
add that I have arrived at this conclusion by a carefully followed
course of study involviiyg many years of research and = reasonably
high degree of dedication and application.  Many people have
asgisted in thic ctudy and at this point I would like to thank my
many caployers, tha DHSS and the Lascashire Bducation Authority
fur their fincncial help; Aady Dunhill, Dave Sharples, Mick
Tolley, Martin Dale, Gary Huttall and many others for their studivus
support.  Several ladies notably Trudy Hoyle for their tolerance
(and others for the Yick of it); the F.M.C. for their research
facilities in the Lake District, where much of the carly fieldwork
was done and finally Huo and Dad without whoem aone of this would
have Leen possible.

Specinl mentlon should perhaps be given Lo the equipment manu
facturcrs of Britain and those in Eurcpe and America whoce
developments had to be imported for the scle use of this project.

The imitial hypothegis on which this work was foraulated was that
"Any hill in Croat Britain has an casy side which graannies could
push prans up.  Rockelinbin; therefore is a coupletely pointless
pacstiue". Horcover thic idea has been developed to incluade

the facts that it io ale: paiuful, strenuous, daggercus and likely
to induece baldicos in 35 per cent of luown addicts.

To teot this initial hypothesic a Nul or opposite hypothesis was
fornulated which if true ur faloe could be snid Lo eithor reject
or suppert the inilial Liypothesis viz. "British Mountaias can
only be cliubed by brenzued gods with copious heir'. Thic was
testod one Beuk Holidny on Scalell and the lacle of .uwilbnlilty,
general palencss and lowly stature of those approaching the
suwuit deeply depressed thic rescarcher. The Nul hypothesisn
was rejected uwtright in favour of theinitial one at the sae
tie throwing up a few points worth considering.
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1. Fell ruwaners moy inherit the Barth.

2. Dave Barle ooy inherit the Earth.

3. Rockelimbers rarely visit the swmits of British
Hountaine.

Vishing to consider thio last point in aore detail the reacarcher
deviged a quectionairce which was circulated to the rock-clinbing
comunity in general.

Typical questiions werc:-

Q.1 Why do you rock-clinb? (100% aunwered "Because it is
Q.1a What iz it? there')
(This question inuerted in questionaire ik 2)
(100% ocnowered "What is whot?")
Q.1 \Vhat ig what?
(This question inserted in Questionaire Mk 3)
(100% of answers unprintable)

Q.2 Does it give you sutisfaction?
(10085 of answers unprintable.)

Q.3 Why do rocik-climbers ratcly vigit the sumait of
Britiah mouwntainz?
(30% said wallhing in [.Bs causes ingrowing tocnails.)
(30% said thuy rarcly succeeded in even reaching
the top of the crapg.)
(30% were "don't lows!,)
(10% threatened to sue if this information reached
the ears of the club mects sccrctary.)

In general Cermis it could Le said that these responses bear out
the hypothesis, eapecially the bit about ingrowing toenails.

The final attcapt to try and find gome peint to rock-climbing
threw up the nost interesting results. Using the cquation.

L -
worthwhileness of Route = D (ot . p » 1) B

1

Where:- L leagth of time feet are crammed into E.Bs.

o) distance frcar top of cliub to nearest mountain
FATH A
il = kecness factor.
EL = puwi of lengsth of routes previcucly climbed.
D = difficvlty of route.
1e¢. 81 = -1 E3=-3 Vs = +2.
Based i lIVS being worth most value for least
effort.
Also 41 for Classic Rock and -2 for Hard Rocl.
Bk = Baldiess Pactor.

Using this cquation it i5 possible to werk out which cliubs are
werthwhile and wivich are not. Cenotaph Corner it seens scores
low, due to lack of (p). Whilst Brown £labs Arcete is dead
casy, it is also a leag way from any source of negative (p).
Such claspics as Giumer Crack or Centurion come close

to being worth deing if you have a high (Bk). Thus the caly
truly worthwhice routes in Great Britain scouw to be:

1. ‘The Innccessible Pinacle (Easy Side)

2. Bowfell Buttrecs

3. A Boulder Problen, discovercd by Stuart
Gapeoine, on a tiny crag above the East
Buttress, Scafcll.

Ho doubt further regearch, passibly includiag a nidge factor,
uight inprove an fhege eonclusions, but without o further grant
this researcher fiads such a study iapossible.

Paul Clarke. /7 n



SLYE MEMORIES 1984

Many Scuttich spriung pilgrinages have come and fone, nons more
wiforgettable than this year's based at the homely Sligachan
cattage. Having ctepped out of the door one is in the
Cuillin.

Ascending Pianacle Ridge with the nist receding, down the ilost
Ridge with the fawous Gendarae, over An Basteir in brillisnt . .
sunshine and finally stuck on top of the Tuoth with the aist . .
threatening to descend ngain; whether to abzoeil down hing's Cave
Chinney, would nac wenmber got through the hole?; eventually
climbing back € Am Basteir using combined tactic: to pget

Geroge up, Alan pulling, iike and mysclf pushing, and two slinge
for extrn fuotholdn.

Into Corric Lagnn and scrambling to Benlach lhie Cainnich,
climbing King's Chiwmncy, a scnsatioally situated Diff and tra-
versing the ridge townards an Stac and the Pinnncle with

abysual dropo on the right into the deptha of Cuireachan Rhuada.
aceending the Piunacle and abseiling off. Getting lost in Coire
Banachdich and descending an aluost perfect staircase of basalt
auiongot acres of gabbr.

Cioch Dircct and Integrity. Yo the right the nassive slabs, walla
and overhangs of Sron na Ciche where it looks like you could get
loot for ever. ile asking Dorothy whether she'd done much climbe
ing and watching her on the overhanga aad realising she was out

of @y league, cventually discovering she'd climbed with Joe Brown
on the televicion.

larta and Lota Corrices, an easy walk by Skye standards with the
gcenery dramatically unfolding; first the Pinnacle, then the
weird phapec sf Bidein Druin nan Rach and cveatually the Tooth
and Gillean. In brilliant sunchine ambling Ly fantastieally
seulptured rock pools, stunningly beautiful, for sroader bhan
Auy hunon cunstruction, and scraubling for hundrcds of foot up
r2abbro slab. We never sow o ooul all day apart from i aolitary
ptaraigaa. ¥inally the long pull up to Bealach nan Tice cwarfed
by the Basteir Tooth, louking ture and wore threateming in the
yathering nict. Suraly sounetine we can do Naismith's Route,
unly a Diff, but with dreadful exposurc.

Alan and Dorothy traversing Clach Gl and Blaven snd Dorothy
threatening to return via ihe Druia nan Ragh Ridge and half the
Cuillan Hidge and Alan dissunding her.

Walking down Gleu Slipguchan with the fantastic shapes of Gilleau
flanked by the spiky Pinnocle and Weat Ri- s, fipally sitting down
on Sgurr Nain, surcly the ultinate viewpoint. Dolow Scavaiy

and Coruisk  glistening in the sun, all around the Cuillin, wist
vecasionally descending on one or other peak but then rising

again, gitting there for an hour spell-bound.

Skye holidays are nade of adventures like thiz. One hour, the
mist chrouds everything and body and mind are eold and pessiuistic;
the next, the mist clears, everything is revealod, one is
intoxicated by elenental zun, rock and water; in a while the
mloum will roturn again.

Onc of the bip bouko says "The Cuillin is a raced chaos of
broliien black roclis. Nobuady could call it bheautiful.” This is
probably truc. However, it has a unique power to perpetually
ingpire and foscinate, and sometimes frivhton. Oncu haviag,
experienced it, nothing elsc io over quile the sano.

linny thanks to George Parker and to the reot sf the party for
their wonderfal coupanionchip.

Barrio B. Crook Liven B
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CLUANIE LODGE 1984

For thoae who now return year after year, Cluanic Lodge exists
more as a dreas than a reality. A strasge irrational
anachronisn courtesy »f the puzaling but welcome benevolence of
Lord Burtcen, Landuwner, Poer of the Realm and F.iu.C. benefactor.
As for the third year in cuccession the saall corteze of rienbers'
cars turned northwest fron the Great Glen, crossed the Hishland
watershed and case once azain to hat now faniliar couatry where
nouwmntaing hold = special enchnatment and a vigionary of an
architect placed Cluanic Ludge on o wouded promontary by the
lachchore.

Tiide doesc try to catch un with the old place; the solid fuel
aga is5 now gas fired and the outside hos been given a facelift
but the inside remains firaly rooted in 1924 and provides its
own special welcone. The weather too was good and after an
indifferent day or two hot suwaser cmme to the west highlands and
we wore blessed indeoed.

To record whe did what, when and with whom is surely unnecessary.
Mountain, loch, slen, sea and sky werce all about us. Days were
long and bleaded vne with another separated only by the briefest
twilight which began at nidnight and was banished three hours
later by the ninic fluch of dawn.

Hills were climbed, ridges were walked, munros were ticked off
ond far mountains smevldered in distant heat haze. Ben Nevis
to the Cuillin, Yhe Cuillin to Torridon and then nearer, yet ot
strangely nore romsto, the rough bounds of Knoydart.

Everyone soid it was the best yet. We wade the ritual trip to
Glenelg: for hamburgers asd belhaven. Martin Pickup fell in
love with the baraaid at the Rintail Lodge; Derck Smith and
Tomay Turacer led Dnve Layeock astray in the Cluanie Inn and nis
brave little wife scarcely zaid a word; Cherry Greencarle and
youny master William losked after Eric splendidly - he was no
trouble at all; aund although I have a vague idea the Nelsons
produced a cassette player from somewhere, 1 feel sure I nust
be nistaken.

In the Highlaads o weel: iz enly a momnent aad a moment is soon a
NCLOTY Lind thoughts to Lord Burton and here's to next
yuar -

The Mect Londer




