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RAB (Rag and Bone) a Cau­
tionary Tale 

Ed's bit 
Welcome to 2007 (yes I know its been 
2007 for a while now, sorry). As I 
type this its early February and Im 
convinced that I can see something re-
sembeling Daffodils poking through 
the border of what used to be a lawn 
but now looks more like a paddy field. 
No such thing as global warming 
though honest but if winter continues 
on in this way can I interest anyone in 
a pair of ice axes and crampons one 
careful owner no serious offer refiised 
etc. etc. 

A big thank you to John 
Wiseman for doing a sterling job of 
the "what's on" its saved me a huge 
headache as I can be guaranteed to 
forget something at the very least. 

The next issue of the newsletter 
is hopefially going to go to press just 
after Easter and if all goes to plan 
should be in colour (at least partially) 
so if anyone has pictures they would 
like putting in please can I have them 
as soon as possible (I'll wait for those 
on the Hot Euro Rock trip to get 
back). 

Finally for those who haven't 
heard about it all ready Henry Iddon 
has a project to photograph Lake Dis­
trict sirnimits at night. His web site is 
at www.spots-of-time.co.uk and is 
well worth a browse. 
Tony. 

In May I bought a RAB Latok Alpine jacket 
(£120) made from the latest and greatest 
eVENT (treat like Ecoli) fabric. I didn't 
need it until August and a 2 h r downpour. I 
would have been better in a paper bag, 1 was 
soaked. Back to the shop it went (Mountain 
Factor in Ambleside) they sent it to RAB 
who replied that the hood leaked and did I 
use any hair preparation!! me, with my head 
of skin! The shop replaced it with a Patago­
nia jacket, which works fme. The upshot of 
all this is DO-NOT buy RAB but DO try 
Mountain Factor of Ambleside first when 
you next shop for gear. 

The trip to Vallouise in the Ecrin, France will be 
on the first two weeks of July. It will cost 30 
Euros pppn. Half board, bring your own sleeping 
bag. If you are interested let me have your £65 
deposit and we can get the show on the road. We 
can sort out transport later. 
The area is good for walking, VFing, climbing 
and soaking up the rays. So why not join us for 
the fun. 

F o r s a l e 
K a r r i m o r A l p i n l s t e 5 5 L R u c k s a c k £20 L B S 
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Loads a cavin' 
From my club caving log, here's the trips I have recorded in the last year : 

Month What People 
Dec 2005 Nettle Pot ( U G H ! ) 6 

Large Pot 4 
Wretched Rabbit to Easter Grotto 7 
Valley Entrance - Toyland 5 
Lancaster to Link 5 

Jan Digging and Bolting Aven in Notts 2 Green Tape 5 
Simpsons with Martins extra trousers and Stuart Gascoyne's 6 
suit 

Feb Thistle & Runscar at Ribblehead 6 
Hardiawkin 3 
Low Douk (Wa mug awarded) 2 

March MEET. Unbelievably Cold! 
Pool Sink to Wretched Rabbit 9 
Various ( ie can't remember) 8 
Lost Johns 4 
County Pot 5 

April Notts 2, Oliver Lloyd 5 
Link to Serend5>ity 3 

July Otter Hole 9 
Sept Notts 2 - Paul's 50* trip 6 

Marble Steps 2 
Notts 6 

Oct Notts 2 -Ol iver Lloyd to Haywaggon 3 
Digging in Circles in Notts 2 Green tape 3 
MEET: 
Lane to County & Top Sink to Lane 9 
Rift & Long Kin West 5 

Nov Magnetometer 3 
Aquamole - twice 6 
Lost Johns 5 

Dec Lane Hole to Graveyard 6 
Lost Johns 3 
Wizzards Chasm 4 

Jan 2007 County - explore Trident Series 4 
Notts 2 - Inlet 5 to new passage 3 
Bar Pot to Whitsun series (Wa mug retained) 3 



Loads a cavin' cont'd 
W h a t ' s t h e c a v i n g b u n c h b e e n u p t o ? 
T h e h i g h l i g h t o f t h e y e a r w a s u n d o u b t e d l y t h e 1 0 h o u r o v e r t h e t i d e t r i p 
i n t o t h e f a b u l o u s O t t e r H o l e i n t h e W y e V a l l e y . A w e s o n n e f o r m a t i o n s a n d 
t h e n n u d ( f i g h t ) w a s t h e b e s t e v e r . B e y o n d b e l i e f f o l k s . A n e x c i t e d b i g 
t e a m o f 9 ? w e n t d o w n h e r e a t t h e e n d o f J u l y w e l l o r g a n i z e d b y D a v e 
C u n d y . U n f o r t u n a t e l y M a r t i n B e n n e t t c o u l d n ' t m a k e i t - b u t w e a l l t x t ' d 
h i m a f t e n w a r d s t o l e t h i m k n o w w h a t h e ' d m i s s e d . 

A g a i n t h e r e ' s b e e n a b o u t 7 r e g u l a r a t t e n d e r s - t h i n k w e ' v e e v e n a c ­
q u i r e d a i m m i n e n t n e w c l u b m e m b e r A n d y H o l m e s w h o ' s s h o c k i n g l y k e e n 
a n d h a s a l s o h e l d t h e c o v e t e d I ' v e b e e n s c a r e d " W a " m u g f o r m o s t o f 
t h e y e a r . A n d y w a s i n t r o d u c e d b y P a u l " I f o l l o w e d S t e v e t h r u N e t t l e P o t " 
R e i d , w h o p r o v i d e d o n e o f t h e h i g h l i g h t s o f t h e y e a r b y a l l o w i n g u s t o t r i c k 
h i m i n t o c a v i n g o n e e v e n i n g f o r h i s 5 0 * ^ b i r t h d a y - b o t t l e o f c h a m p a g n e i n 
N o t t s 2 . 
G l e n n h a s h a d h i s a c t t o g e t h e r t o o a n d b e e n M r C a l m a n d s o r t e d u n d e r ­
g r o u n d . 1 0 / 1 0 

W e ' v e h a d a g r e a t t i m e - a s e v e r . W e ' v e b e e n b o l t i n g a n d d i g g i n g f o r t h e 
f i r s t t i m e ( b o t h a t o t a l w a s t e o f t i m e ) . W e ' v e b u m p e d i n t o F r a n k a n d J o e 
a f e w t i m e s - o f t e n s t r a n g e l y i n t h e p u b f o r c l o s i n g t i m e y a r n s o n a w e e k ­
d a y e v e n i n g . 
I n e v i t a b l y w e ' v e h a d m a n y o c c a s i o n s o f " d i d t h i s f i r s t w i t h M i c k " e t c -
w h i c h i s s o m e t i m e s d i f f i c u l t - b u t w e ' v e n o t l e t i t g e t t o u s - w e h a d a 
g r e a t t i m e t o g e t h e r a n d w e d o n ' t w a n t t o f o r g e t i t . 

S o , o n c e a g a i n c a v i n g h a s b e e n j u s t b r i l l i a n t - l o t s t o d o , g r e a t m a t e s , 
g e t t i n g t o t a l l y f r o z e n , m u d , w a t e r , d a n g l i n g o f f r o p e s , b e e r , b r e a k f a s t s , 
t a k i n g t h e p i s s o u t e a c h o t h e r , k n o w i n g y o u ' r e w i t h m a t e s w h e n i t ' s g e t ­
t i n g t o o s c a r y , l a u g h t e r . W h a t ' s a l l a b o u t e h ? 

O h a n d y e a h .. t h e r e w a s S t u a r t ' s o r a n g e s u i t . M a d e it a l l w o r t h w h i l e . 

S i m o n F e n n a 
L e C h e f d e S p e l i o l o g y 

O M e e t 2 0 0 6 

O n c e a g a i n , a m a s s i v e e v e n t f o r S R O C . S o m e n o s h o w s w h i c h h a s a b i t 
o f a n i m p a c t o n t h e c a t e r i n g b u d g e t a n d t h e a m o u n t o f n o s h b o u g h t i n ; 
b u t s t i l l , a f u l l h u t , l o t s o f a l e a n d w i n e c o n s u m e d a n d w o n d e r f u l s u n ­
s h i n e f o r t h e e v e n t ! 

V e n u e s f o r o r i e n t e e r i n g a r e m o r e l i m i t e d i n t h e N o r t h L a k e s t h a n t h e 
s o u t h , b u t S t a i r i s a m u c h m o r e " u s e r - f r i e n d l y " h u t t h a n L i t t l e L a n g d a l e 
f o r a l a r g e t e a m w i t h l o t s o f c a r s . O n e o f t h e m o r e o b v i o u s v e n u e s i s 
W h i n l a t t e r F o r e s t ; r e a d y - m a d e y o u m i g h t t h i n k w i t h a c a f e , c a r - p a r k i n g 
( a l a s n o t f r e e ) , n i c e b o g s a n d a p e r m a n e n t c o u r s e . H o w e v e r , I ' v e a l w a y s 
t h o u g h t i t a b i t s t e e p a n d r o u g h t o u s e f o r F M C a n d d i d n ' t w a n t t o g i v e 
t h e p u n t e r s a b a d e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e s p o r t , b u t l a s t y e a r S u e a n d I w e n t 
t o h a v e a l o o k a n d f e l t t h a t m o s t o f t h e u s u a l s u s p e c t s w e r e b e c o m i n g 
e x p e r i e n c e d e n o u g h t o c o p e w i t h i t . 

T h e s u n s h o n e a n d d e s p i t e m y a n k l e i n j u r y S u e a n d I m a n a g e d t o g e t a l l 
t h e c o n t r o l s o u t w i t h a b o u t t w e n t y m i n u t e s t o s p a r e . A p r o p e r j o b t h i s 
t i m e ; f u l l s i z e c o n t r o l k i t e s , n u m b e r s o n t h e t o p o f t h e c a n e a n d S p o r -
t l d e n t e l e c t r o n i c p u n c h i n g . U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e b a t t e r y p a c k o n t h e m i n i -
p r i n t e r w a s n ' t w o r k i n g s o c o m p e t i t o r s ' s p l i t t i m e s c o u l d n ' t b e p r o d u c e d 
a s t h e y f i n i s h e d . W e h a d t o w a i t u n t u i I h a d s o m e m a i n s p o w e r b a c k a t 
t h e h u t . 

I m a n a g e d t o t e l l m o s t p e o p l e t h a t I'd m a d e a m i s t a k e w i t h t h e i n f o r m a ­
t i o n o n t h e m a p , b u t f o r t h o s e w h o m I d i d n ' t h e r e i s t h e a p o l o g y . T h e 
v a s t m a j o r i t y o f O m a p s u s e a 5 m e t r e c o n t o u r i n t e r v a l . T h i s i s I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l O r i e n t e e r i n g F e d e r a t i o n s t a n d a r d . H o w e v e r , i n e x t r e m e l y f l a t a r ­
e a s 2 . 5 m i s s o m e t i m e s u s e d t o h i g h l i g h t d e t a i l a n d s h a p e t h a t w o u l d b e 
l o s t w i t h a 5 m i n t e r v a l . R A T R E L Y , a n d I m e a n R A R E L Y , 1 0 m e t r e s i s 
u s d i f t h e t e r r a i n i s e x c e p t i o n a l l y s t e e p a n d u s i n g 5 m w o u l d m e a n t h a t 
t h e m a p i s a l l b r o w n l i n e s v e r y c l o s e t o o o n e a n o t h e r . S o , w h e n I 
c o u n t e d t h e c o n t o u r s o n t h e c o u r s e I d i d n ' t s p o t ( u n t i l t o o l a t e a n d I'd 
p r i n t e d e v e r y t h i n g ) t h e 1 0 m i n t e r v a l . T h i s m e a n s t h a t t h e 1 1 0 m c l i m b i 
i n d i c a t e d n e e d s t o o b e d o u b l e d t o 2 2 0 ! A l o t o f c l i m b i n 3 . 6 k m ! ! J o h n 
H i c k m a n ' s t i m e w a s p r e t t y i m p r e s s i v e , a n d a n y t h i n g a r o u n d t h e h o u r 

(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continuedfrom page 5) 
m a r k w a s p r e t t y g o o d t o o ! 

I t w a s a g r e a t e f f o r t b y e v e r y o n e w h o c a m e a l o n g a r i d i t ' s v e r y 
p l e a s i n g t o s e e s o m a n y p e o p l e h a v i n g a g o , a n d s o c o m p e t i t i v e l y 
a s w e l l . 

T h a n k s g o t o : 
J e n n y T o l l e y a n d L i z H i r d f o r c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e g r e a t f e e d 
S t e v e W r i g l e y a n d J o h n H i c k m a n f o r c o l l e c t i n g t h e c o n t r o l s 
W e s t C u m b e r l a n d O r i e n t e e r i n g C l u b f o r t h e u s e o f t h e i r d i g i t i s e d 
m a p 
S o u t h R i b b l e O r i e n t e e r i n g C l u b f o r t h e u s e o f t h e e q u i p m e n t , w i t h a 
s p e c i a l m e n t i o n t o a n S R O C m e m b e r , S t e v e M c l e a n f o r t h e e l e c -
t o n i c s t u f f 
F o r e s t E n t e r p i s e f o r t h e l o a n o f t h e i r f o r e s t 

O Meet Results 
1 J o h n H i c k m a n 4 7 . 0 4 
2 S t e v e W r i g l e y 6 1 . 4 7 
3 J o h n & J u n e W i s e m a n 6 5 . 5 6 
4 A n d y D u n h i l l 6 6 . 5 6 
5 C l a i r e A d d y 7 0 . 1 3 
6 C h r i s T h i s t l e t h w a i t e 7 5 . 3 3 
7 L i a m G a s t o n & D r e w H i r d 7 5 . 3 8 
8 A d r i a n C l i f f o r d 8 1 . 0 8 
9 C a r o l i n e W e b b 8 3 . 1 7 
1 0 L i z H i r d & J e n n i e T o l l e y 1 0 3 . 5 8 
1 1 C l i v e B e l l & K e v a n E b r e l l 1 4 5 . 5 6 
1 2 J o h n & E l a i n e H a m l i n 1 6 3 . 0 6 

M i k e & C a r o l e P e n n - m i s s e d 5 a n d 6 1 5 0 . 2 2 
L e s W a r d - r e t i r e d 
M a r i e - A n g e l e s S o l e r a - m i s s e d 5 9 1 . 3 1 

FMC O Meet 30/9/06 
Long 3.580 km/110 m 
S t a r t - P a t h Junct ion 
1 . (210) Crag , 1 m , foo t 
2 . (208) Hi l l , N E s ide 
3. (212) Sou the rn Boulder , 1 m , N s ide 
4 . (211) Crag . 3 m , foo t 
5. (215) Crag 4 m . foo t 
6. (202) S t r e a m 
7. (201) Boulder 1 m , N s ide 
8. (214) Reen t ran t 
9. (216) Spur , S side 
10. (213) Gul ly , E end 
1 1 . (209) C rag , 3 m foo t 
12. (206) Th icke t , E side 
13. (203) Boulder . 1 m , N side 
14. (207) B e t w e e n t h e Hills 
15. (205) Crag foo t 
Navigate 180 m t o finish 

FMC 0 Meet 30/9/06 

Long 3.580 110 

y 
1 210 r m 1 L 
2 208 o a 

3 21? • 6 
4 211 r m s L 
5 21£ r m 4 k 
6 202 % 
7 201 A X 6 
8 214 A 
9 216 9 
10 213 A —1 

11 209 r m 3 L 
12 206 # 0-

13 203 • 6 
14 207 o o 3 : 

15 205 r m L 
r \ 180 U 180 AJ 
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THE ROYAL ARCHES 
I c a n ' t r e c a l l q u i t e h o w n n a n y y e a r s i t i s s i n c e I f i r s t t h o u g h t o f c l i m b i n g 
i n C a l i f o r n i a , b u t I r e m e m b e r w h i c h r o u t e i t w a s t h a t f i r s t f i r e d m y i m a g i ­
n a t i o n . N o t f o r m e t h e m u l t i - d a y p r i v a t i o n s , p a i n , a i d c l i m b i n g , h a r d 
g r a f t , f e a r , e l a t i o n a n d s h e e r g r a n d e u r o f t h e b i g w a l l s o f E l C a p a n d 
H a l f D o m e ( a s d e s c r i b e d b y F e n n a , W r i g l e y a n d E v a n s [ b u t n o t P e e l ! ] 
a n d B r o o k e s a n d W o o d ) , b u t r a t h e r t h e i n t r i c a c i e s a n d d e l i g h t s o f a o n e 
d a y f r e e c l i m b - T h e R o y a l A r c h e s . 

I t ' s a s i x t e e n p i t c h r o u t e u p t h e s l a b b y s o u t h f a c i n g w a l l s l e f t o f W a s h ­
i n g t o n C o l u m n i n t h e Y o s e m i t e V a l l e y . W h e n R o b a n d I a s k e d c o u l d w e 
j o i n W o o d y ' s p r o p o s e d t r i p t o " t h e G o l d e n W e s t " l a s t S e p t e m b e r t h i s 
r o u t e w a s u p p e r m o s t i n m y t h o u g h t s . A r r i v i n g i n t h e v a l l e y i n l a t e A u ­

g u s t w e 
f o u n d t e m -

H p e r a t u r e s o f 
9 5 d e g r e e s 
a n d f o r t w o 
d a y s w e h a d 

. . . . . t o w a i t u n t i l 
l a t e a f t e r ­
n o o n t o f i n d 

. ^ s h a d e f o r 
c l i m b i n g . 
W e m o v e d 
u p t o T u o -

* " " " l o m n e 
M e a d o w s 
w h e r e t h e 
n i g h t s w e r e 

H c o o l f o r 
" s l e e p i n g a n d 

t h e d a y s p e r f e c t f o r c l i m b i n g a n d m u c h f u n w a s h a d 
b y a l l . Robin on Shagadelic 

(Continued on page 9) 

(Continuedfrom page 8) 
F o r m e t h e R o y a l A r c h e s s t i l l b e c k o n e d - I d i d n ' t w a n t t o h a v e f i n a l l y g o t 
t h i s c l o s e a n d m i s s e d o u t o n i t a f t e r a i l t h o s e y e a r s . I c o u l d t e l l n o t e v e ­
r y o n e w a s k e e n o n a c c o m p a n y i n g m e b a c k t o t h e c a u l d r o n o f t h e v a l l e y 
f o r a " b i g " r o u t e b u t a b i t 
o f j u d i c i o u s p a r t n e r m a ­
n o e u v r i n g o n e e v e n i n g 
r o u n d t h e c a m p f i r e s a w 
m e a n d D a v e C u n d y 
c r e e p i n g o u t i n t h e d e a d 
o f n i g h t ( w e l l , 5 . 0 0 a m ) 
t o s t a r t t h e r o u t e a t f i r s t 
l i g h t i n o r d e r t o b e w e l l 
u p i t b e f o r e t h e s u n 
c a m e r o u n d . 

T h e p l a n w o r k e d w e l l i n 
t h i s r e g a r d . H a v i n g 
p a r k e d o n t h e A w a h n e e 
H o t e l c a r p a r k a b o u t 2 0 
y a r d s f r o m t h e f o o t o f DaveCundy,comniitedonSouthCrack,StatelyPleasureDome 
t h e c l i f f w e l o c a t e d t h e 
i n i t i a l c h i m n e y p i t c h w i t h i n 5 m i n u t e s . O n l y a 5 . 6 p i t c h it f e l t a w k w a r d , 
u n p r o t e c t e d a n d s l i p p e r y i n t h e c o l d g r e y d a w n . T h e s a c k s , f u l l o f E V E ­
R Y T H I N G T H A T M I G H T P O S S I B L Y B E N E E D E D a n d m o r e b e s i d e s ( ! ) 
c a m e n e x t , t h e n D a v e . T h e r e f o l l o w e d a h u n d r e d y a r d s o r s o o f f o u g i n g 
a l o n g a b r u s h c o v e r e d l e d g e s y s t e m t o t h e f o o t o f t h e f i r s t p i t c h p r o p e r . 
T o o l a t e D a v e r e m e m b e r e d , a s w e m o v e d t o g e t h e r a c r o s s t h e t e r r a c e s , 
s o m e w h e r e i n t h e m i d s t o f i t w a s a 5 . 7 p i t c h . H e w a s c o m m i t t e d o n i t b y 
t h e t i m e h e r e a l i s e d , h o o k e d a s l i n g o n a s p i k e , h u n g h i s s a c k o f f i t a n d , 
e f f e c t i v e l y s o l o i n g , c o m p l e t e d t h e p i t c h . 

N o w f u l l y a w a k e w e c o u l d b e g i n i n e a r n e s t . P i t c h a f t e r p i t c h o f s o l i d 
g r a n i t e , i n c l u d i n g t h e " B e a r H u g " p i t c h , f o l l o w e d w i t h o u t a n y r e a l p r o b ­
l e m s w i t h r o u t e f i n d i n g . A t 1 0 . 0 0 a m w h e n w e w e r e a b o u t h a l f w a y u p 
t h e f a c e t h e s u n c a m e o u t a n d w e e x p e c t e d t o f r y . N o t h i n g o f t h e s o r t -
b y s h e e r l u c k w e h a d a r r i v e d a t a p a r t o f t h e w a l l w h e r e t h e n e x t f o u r 

(Continued on page 10) 
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(Continuedfrom page 9) 
p i t c h e s w e r e i n a s e r i e s o f h u g e W e s t f a c i n g c o r n e r s s o w e s t a y e d 
o u t o f t h e s u n t i l l l u n c h t i m e a f t e r w h i c h o n l y s i x o r s e v e n p i t c h e s r e ­
m a i n e d T h e s e i n c l u d e d t h e i n f a m o u s p e n d u l u m p i t c h w h i c h D a v e , 
f i n d i n g a f i x e d r o p e i n p l a c e , d e s p a t c h e d w i t h a p l o m b . 

A s w e a t e l u n c h w e b e c a m e a w a r e o f a t e a m b e l o w , c a t c h i n g u p 
f a s t . I t t u r n e d o u t t o b e a l o c a l n a m e d E d a n d a g i r l f r i e n d u p f o r t h e 
w e e k e n d f r o m S a n D i e g o - h e v e r y c a p a b l e ; s h e v e r y d e c o r a t i v e ! 
T h e y ' d m o v e d t o g e t h e r ( s i m u l - c l i m b e d ) t h e w h o l e w a y i n a b o u t 3 
h o u r s . T h e y p a s s e d u s t w o p i t c h e s f r o m t h e t o p w h e r e I t h i n k w e ' d 
g o t a b i t o f f r o u t e . B a c k o n c o u r s e I l e d t h e l a s t p i t c h - t h e n o t o r i o u s 
" T r a v e r s e i n t o T h e J u n g l e " . T h e s m o o t h e s t s l i p p i e s t s l a b I ' v e e v e r 
e n c o u n t e r e d , it h a s n o h o l d s w h a t s o e v e r a n d a f t e r a b o l t a t t h e s t a r t 
n o g e a r f o r 1 0 0 f e e t . W h a t ' s m o r e a t t h a t t i m e o f d a y i n l a t e A u g u s t 
t h e r o c k w a s a l m o s t t o o h o t t o t o u c h a n d a n y w h e r e t h e a n g l e e a s e d 
a t a l l i t w a s c o v e r e d i n t h o u s a n d s o f t i n y p i n e n e e d l e s - n o t m u c h o f 
a n a i d t o f r i c t i o n ! O n c e s w e p t a w a y t h e r o c k b e n e a t h p r o v i d e d s u f f i ­
c i e n t g r i p a n d t h e r o u t e w a s i n t h e b a g . A f t e r t h e h e a t a n d d i s c o m ­
f o r t o f t h e f i n a l f e w p i t c h e s t h e u n r o p i n g s p o t c o u l d n o t b e m o r e c o n ­
t r a s t i n g o r w e l c o m i n g . I t c o n s i s t s o f a s h a d y g l a d e c o m p l e t e w i t h a n 
i c y s p r i n g - n o t d r i n k a b l e b u t p i n t s w e r e p o u r e d o v e r h e a d s a n d f e e t 
a s a l l f o u r o f u s s h o o k h a n d s o n a f a n t a s t i c r o u t e , t o o k o f f t h e g e a r 
a n d c h a n g e d o u r s h o e s . 

B u t t h i s i s j u s t t h e t o p . N o w w e h a d t o g e t d o w n a n d t h i s i s w h e r e 
t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f E d a n d C l a u d i a a n d h i s l o c a l k n o w l e d g e p r o v e d 
t o b e a m i x e d b l e s s i n g . T h e r e ' s a n a b s e i l r o u t e d o w n t h e c l i f f f r o m 
h e r e i t a n d w e h a d a t o p o f o r t h i s d e s c e n t a n d i n t e n d e d t o t a k e i t , 
h a v i n g r e a d a b o u t t h e e x t r e m e l y c o m p l e x r o u t e f i n d i n g o f t h e " w a l k -
o f f " . W e a s k e d E d " w h e r e a r e t h e f i r s t r a p b o l t s ? " " J u s t t h e r e " h e r e ­
p l i e d " b u t y o u d o n ' t w a n t ' e m " . H e a d v i s e d t h a t t h e a b r o u t e w a s 
p o o r l y e q u i p p e d a n d d i f f i c u l t t o f o l l o w i n r o c k a n d u n d e r g r o w t h n o t 
a l w a y s s o l i d . " F o l l o w m e " h e s a i d . S o w e d i d , f o r w h a t s e e m e d 
h o u r s o f a l t e r n a t i n g g o o d p a t h , n o p a t h , b u s h w h a c k i n g , h a i r y s o l o 
t r a v e r s i n g o v e r h u g e d r o p s a n d m o s t o f it u p h i l l w i t h m a n y f a l s e 

(Continued on page 15) 

Postcard from America 
Equipped and prepared for every extremity. 

The FMC set off for Yosemite. 
Each Fylde member was known as Nob, 

Pretty confusing for our mate Rob. 
We all met up by the Frisco Bay 

And set off for climbing the very next day 
The campsite attendent scratching her head 

Said "Are you with Wood?" "I am Wood " he said 
We climbed the "Grack" to get a bit fitter. 

This Glacial Point climb has "an awsome Splitter!" 
At "Five Open Books" we climbed "Munginella" 

Me and Rob and another Fella! 
We went to Tuolomne on the morra 

And did "Great White Book," an off width horra 
To Pywlack Dome we went without fearing 

and "Zee Tree" succumbed to run out and smearing 
You may think we are past it and relics 

But on Medlicot Dome we cruised "shagadelic" 
Rob, Martin and Cess went off on their Marches 

While me and Cundy did the "The Royal Arches" 
Me, Dave and Hal went to do "Aqua Knobby" -

Not on knobs - after all it's our hobby! 
Rob and Cess climbed "Cathedral" on Sunday 

While I achieved little with my mate Dave Cundy 
Dave had bottled it on "South Crack" before. 
He dragged us back as he wanted some more. 

This time he led it with some panache, 
But not exactly what you'd call in a flash! 

On Fairview Dome we did "Regular Route"-
It's 12 great pitches and a classic to boot. 

Thus we ended our Tuolomne innings 
And went to Lake Tahoe for new beginnings. 
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Family Meet-
July 2006. 
This was the first time since the resurrection of the family meets that we've held a 
meet at Langdale. 
Unfortunately it coincided with the roof work. 
Fortunately we had great weather. 
Activities are still fairly limited with the children so we took our bikes, Ed's pull 
along and Jess' bike seat. 
Friends joined us on Friday night. Including their nine-week-old on her first night 
away from home. We barbecued under the scaffolding and the children eventually 
went to bed at eleven o'clock. 
All hopes of a 'lie in' disappeared when Ed got up at six o'clock. 
Ed and I sat watching the mist clear and deer wandering across the fields. 
(Apparently these are Father Christmas's reindeer.) 
Once the rest of the family were up and breakfasted we headed over to Grizedale. 
After a play on tiie play area we set off on the bikes in the general direction of a pub 
lunch in Satterthwaite. Andy had the better deal as Eddie can help by peddling his 
tag along, (although doesn't!) whilst Jess just sits in her seat shouting encourage­
ment. After lunch we followed the road to Bogle Crag and set off up in to the forest. 
Jess had earlier been in charge of the trail map, which was now missing. (Ok - 1 lost 
it.) 
As both children were getting tired we decided to head back to the visitors centre for 
ice-lollies. Andy chose the most direct route. Probably un-rideable without the chil­
dren! 
On the drive back to Langdale they both fell asleep so we parked up at the Three 
Shires, wound all the windows down and sat in the beer garden having a pint. 
Tea was a fish supper fi-om Ambleside, which we ate at the top of Kirkstone pass. 
Both children were up early on Sunday so we went out on the bikes to Hodge close. 
On the way back Andy decided to try and cycle through the ford. Without Eddie but 
with the tag along still attached. He fell in, quite spectacularly. With an audience! 
When we returned Chris, Rach, Isla and Dan had arrived. (Chris was up the scaf­
folding painting the chimney. Very dedicated.) 
After an early lunch we sauntered over to Windermere with a plan to go on a boat. 
Having looked at the crowds in Ambleside and Bowness we drove down to Lakeside 
and went on a short cruise. 
We ended the weekend with tea at the Britannia in Elterwater. The 'kids platter' 
cost more than the adult sandwiches and consisted of half a round of sandwiches and 
a packet of crisps for £4.50!!!. 
Back to the cottage and a communal shower for the children. Plus a chance for them 
to play that great came 'cleaning the shower walls'. 
Pyjama's on; loaded in to the cars and carried to their beds once they got home ex­
hausted. 

Liz Hird. 

Rhyd-Ddu meet September 2006 
L i k e t h e C o r r l s m e e t t h i s a t t r a c t e d r e c o r d l o w n u m b e r s j u s t J u n e a n d I ( i s it 
u s o r is it W a l e s ! ) , T h i s w a s a s h a m e a s t h e w e a t h e r w a s n e a r p e r f e c t a n d 
t h e m e e t c o i n c i d e d w i t h G a l a w e e k e n d o n t h e W e l s h H i g h l a n d R a i l w a y 
w h i c h r u n s p a s t t h e h o u s e . 
T h e r a i l w a y t e r m i n a t e s a t R h y d - D h u b u t t h e y a r e w o r k i n g t o r e s t o r e t h e 
l i n e a s f a r a s B e d d g e l e r t a n d t h e n o n d o w n t h e A b e r g l a s l y n t o P o r t m a d -
d o g . T h e G a l a W e e k e n d b r o u g h t s t e a m , t r a i n s u p t o R h y d - D d u t h e n a 
t r a i n o n t o w a r d s B e d d g e l e r t t o s e e t h e t r a c k a s f a r a s it g o e s . T h e l o c o d o ­
i n g t h a t w a s a 1 0 0 + y e a r o l d s t e a m t r a i n w h o s e f i r s t j o b w h e n i t w a s 
b o u g h t n e w 1 0 0 + y e a r s a g o w a s t o h a u l t h e b a l l a s t w a g o n s f o r t h e c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n o f t h i s o r i g i n a l r a i l w a y . W h a t a g r a n d s i t e , a p i t y t h a t t h e e n g i ­
n e e r i n g s k i l l s a n d t h e w i l l i n g n e s s t o t a k e f i n a n c i a l r i s k s h a v e b e e n l o s t t o 
B r i t i s h c o m p a n i e s . A l l t h e n e w t r a i n s o n B r i t i s h r a i l w a y s h a v e t o b e b o u g h t 
f r o m f o r e i g n c o m p a n i e s . 
W e a r r i v e d o n t h e F r i d a y n i g h t t o f i n d t h e h o u s e h o t , n o i s y a n d s m e l l y . T h e 
p r e v i o u s v i s i t o r s a w e e k o r s o p r e v i o u s l y h a d l e f t t h e s t o r a g e h e a t e r s o n -
i n a p e r i o d o f h o t w e a t h e r ! - B u t t h e y h a d s w i t c h e d o f f t h e f r i d g e a n d l e f t 
t h e d o o r o p e n a s p e r i n s t r u c t i o n s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e y h a d l e f t a p a c k e t o f 
m i n c e i n t h e f r e e z e r c o m p a r t m e n t , w h i c h d e s p i t e i t s p l a s t i c w r a p p i n g a n d 
b e i n g i n a s e a l e d p l a s t i c b a g i t f a i r h u m m e d , a s d i d t h e f l i e s . I n t o t h e b i n 
o u t s i d e w i t h i t a n d a l l t h e d o o r s o p e n , t h e n t o t a c k l e t h e d o r m i t o r y d o o r 
w h i c h w a s r e p e a t i n g t h e o p e n i n g n o t e s o f B e e t h o v e n ' s 5*"̂  S y m p h o n y o v e r 
a n d o v e r a g a i n - I t h i n k i t w a s a l o w b a t t e r y w a r n i n g n o i s e f o r t h e a u t o ­
m a t i c f i r e d o o r c l o s u r e s , o n e o n e a c h d o o r , a s a f e t y d e v i c e t h a t s e e m s t o 
b e a d e a t h t r a p f o r c h i l d r e n , a s n o c h i l d w o u l d h a v e t h e s t r e n g t h t o p u l l t h e 
d o o r o p e n t o g e t o u t . A n y w a y I f o u n d a h i d d e n c o m p a r t m e n t t o r e m o v e t h e 
b a t t e r y , m y f i r s t p l a n b e i n g t o u s e a h a m m e r h a v i n g b e e n t h w a r t e d - n o 
h a m m e r . 
S a t u r d a y w a s a b r i l l i a n t d a y s o w e a d d e d a n e x t r a s u m m i t t o o u r r o u t e 
e v e n t u a l l y e n d i n g u p o n t o p o f S n o w d o n h a v i n g w a l k e d f r o m t h e h u t . T h e 
t o p w a s b u s y , a l l h a v i n g t o h a v e d o n e s o m e w a l k i n g a s t h e t r a i n s w e r e 
s t o p p i n g o n t h e s h o u l d e r a b o v e C l o g w y n a s t h e c a f e w a s b e i n g d e m o l ­
i s h e d . S o m e w e r e e x p i r i n g b e f o r e t h e s u m m i t w h i l e o t h e r s h a d t o s h o u t 
i n t o t h e i r p h o n e s t o t e l l t h e w o r l d t h e y h a d r e a c h e d t h e v e r y t o p . It w a s 
n i c e t o s e e t h a t s o m a n y w e r e e n j o y i n g a g r e a t v i e w , a n d t h a t t h e y h a d t o 
w a l k a t l e a s t a l i t t l e t o g e t i t . W e l e f t t o t a k e a d i f f e r e n t w a y b a c k . 
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S u n d a y w e h e a d e d t o M o e l H e b o g t h e n o n t o M o e l y r O g o f w h e r e w e e n c o u n ­
t e r e d t h a t t i m e o f y e a r w h e n f l y i n g a n t s s w a r m . W e w e r e u s e d t o o n e s i n o u r 
g a r d e n s w a r m i n g i n e a r l y s u m m e r w h e n t h e y e m e r g e a n d f l y h i g h e r a n d h i g h e r 
i n t o t h e s k y a t t r a c t i n g t h e b i r d s f o r a s n a c k . T h e s e w e r e d i f f e r e n t t h e y c o v e r e d 
t h e g r o u n d t h e y f l e w a b o u t l a n d i n g o n u s , t h e y d i d n o t b i t e b u t t h e y w e r e a n u i ­
s a n c e . J u n e u n z i p p e d a b a n a n a f o r l u n c h a n d i n a f r a c t i o n o f a s e c o n d it h a d 
t u r n e d b l a c k . W e h a d t o f i n d a w i n d y s p o t t o s t o p , w h i c h w a s d i f f i c u l t a s i t w a s 
c a l m a n d s u n n y . 

M o n d a y s t a r t e d fine s o t h e N a n t l l e r i d g e b e c k o n e d , a g a i n a w a l k f r o m t h e h u t , 
t h e r e w e r e p a t c h e s o f l o w c l o u d b u t w e d i d t h e r i d g e i n t h e c l e a r w i t h g o o d 
v i e w s i n a l l d i r e c t i o n s , i t w a s o n o u r r e t u r n t h a t t h e c l o u d c o v e r e d u s . A l l t h e 
w a y a l o n g t h e r e w e r e f l y i n g a n t s g e t t i n g i n o u t h a i r , d o w n o u r s h i r t s a n d s o o n . 
T h e r e w a s a b i t m o r e b r e e z e s o w e c o u l d s e e k o u t t h e w i n d y b i t s , a m i n o r i r r i ­
t a t i o n o n l y a s t h e y d i d n o t b i t e . 

F o r t h o s e w h o h a v e n o t b e e n t o R h y d - D d u t h e h u t i s s p a c i o u s , w h e n n e w i t 
w o u l d h a v e b e e n t h e h o m e o f a b e t t e r o f f f a m i l y . T h e r e a r e t h r e e u p s t a i r s d o r ­
m i t o r i e s w i t h 5 o r 6 b u n k b e d s p l u s a m e m b e r s d o r m i t o r y . A l l t h e u s u a l f a c i l i ­
t i e s a r e t h e r e i n c l u d i n g a n e f f e c t i v e d r y i n g r o o m . I t i s a n e n t e r t a i n i n g a r e a f o r 
w a l k i n g , w i t h d r a m a t i c h i l l s o n t h e d o o r s t e p , a n d t h e r e i s c l i m b i n g n e a r b y a n d 
T r e m a d o g n o t f a r a w a y . 

J o h n 

Northumberland 06 
T h e e n d o f S e p t e m b e r a n d s e v e n s o l e s v e n t u r e d u p t o p r e s t o n ( N o r t h u m b e r l a n d ) . 
4 0 m i l e s n o r t h o f N e w c a s t l e j u s t o f f t h e A 1 . A n d y D. w a s o f f i ce r in c h a r g e a n d 
f o u n d a g o o d b u n k h o u s e a t C h a t h i l l w i t h a l l m o d . C o n s . A n d j u s t a b o u t i n w a l k i n g 
d i s t a n c e o f a p u b , a l t h o u g h w e d idn ' t v i s i t it t h i s t i m e . 
O n F r i d a y w e t o o k t h e s c e n i c r o u t e o v e r t h e A 6 8 6 . 1 h a v e n e v e r s e e n s o m a n y 
p h e a s a n t s b o t h s q u a s h e d a n d w a l k i n g , f e w f l y i n g . O n S a t u r d a y u s w a l k e r s t a c k l e d 
T h e C h e v i o t , 2 6 7 6 f t a n d a l o n g g e n t l e w a l k u p w i t h a m a g n i f i c e n t v i e w f r o m t h e t o p , 
s o t h e y te l l u s . W e s a w e a c h o t h e r a n d t h e i n s i d e o f a c l o u d . L a t e r w e m e t u p w i t h 
t h e c l i m b i n g t e a m a n d d i d s o m e q u a f f i n g in a p u b o n t h e c o a s t . S u n d a y ' s w e a t h e r 
w a s n o t g o o d w h i c h m e a n t a v i s i t t o L i n d i s f a r n C a s t l e o n H o l y I s l and a n d a n e a r l y 
d e p a r t u r e . 

T h i s is a b e a u t i f u l p a r t o f t h e c o u n t r y , w h i c h n o t m a n y p e o p l e v i s i t . T h e r e a r e t h e r e ­
f o r e n o q u e u e s o r c r o w d s . T h e w a l k i n g is g o o d a n d i n t e r e s t i n g a n d t h e c l i m b e r s 

r e p o r t e d g o o d c r a g s a l t h o u g h o n l y s i n g l e p i t ches . T h e o n l y d r a w b a c k t h i s t i m e w a s t h e 
w e a t h e r , j u s t l i ke t h e L a k e s . 

W h y n o t c o m e w i t h u s n e x t y e a r a n d d o s o m e w h e r e d i f fe ren t . 

(Continuedfrom page 10) 
t r a i l s - a n d h e " k n e w " t h e w a y ! 

A l l t h i s t a k e s y o u o v e r W a s h i n g t o n C o l u m n ( b e a u t i f u l v i e w s o f N o r t h D o m e 
a n d H a l f D o m e ) a n d t h e n c e i n t o t h e s o c a l l e d N o r t h D o m e G u l l y , a b i g w i d e 
s c r e e a n d s c r u b s l o p e d e s c e n d i n g 3 , 0 0 0 f e e t t o t h e v a l l e y floor. E v e n h e r e t h e 
r o u t e finding i s n ' t a l w a y s s t r a i g h t f o n w a r d a n d t h e r e ' s t h e o d d b i t o f d o w n 
c l i m b i n g o r a b s e i l i n g . W e finally g o t t o t h e v a l l e y f l o o r h o t a n d t h i r s t y a t 5 . 0 0 
p m . F i f t e e n m i n u t e s l a t e r w e ' d c o l l e c t e d t h e c a r , b o u g h t b o t t l e s o f c o l d b e e r 
a n d w h a t I t h o u g h t w a s l e m o n a d e a n d w e r e s a t o n a l o g d a n g l i n g o u r f e e t i n 
t h e r i v e r a n d q u e n c h i n g r a g i n g t h i r s t s w i t h c o l d c o l d d r i n k s . A G R E A T d a y o u t , 
a n o t h e r " 5 0 C l a s s i c C l i m b s o f N A m e r i c a " t i c k a n d a n a m b i t i o n a c h i e v e d . 

I t w a s n ' t u n t i l I w a s b a c k a t t h e c a r a f t e r t h e f e e t i n t h e r i v e r e x p e r i e n c e a n d 
w h i l s t d o w n i n g m y t h i r d b o t t l e o f c o l d l e m o n a d e t h a t I b e g a n t o w o n d e r w h y i t 
w a s c a l l e d M i k e ' s H A R D L e m o n a d e . R e a d i n g t h e l a b e l I f o u n d it w a s 5 % 
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