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Ok guys send the iynching party 
back, the newsletter has arrived! 
Apologies for the delay but this has 
been an extremely busy summer, 
both work wise a n d with unforseen 
persona! commitments. That much 
said article submissions a n d meet 
write-ups are pretty thin on the ground 
these days and generally arrive in the 
winter months, so c o m e on walkers 
a n d rock stars get yourself a g o o d 
pen for Christmas. 

Good news for the Club is lots of new 
members. Not so g o o d news is that 
evening meets a n d socials have 
been poorly a t tended. Can the 
former remedy the latter ? 

Social events have dominated the 
late summer. Glenn a n d Lou tied the 
knot in fine style during a memorable 
day in Portpatrick. Fine weather a n d 
beautiful settings (a castle no less!) 
contr ibuted to the merriment a n d the 
w e e hangovers that some took home 
as souvenirs the next day. Soon the 
happy couple were off to sample the 
delights of Iceland while we went 
back to work. But not for long for the 
very next week Nob 1, Mr. D'Ale, 
ce lebrated his BIG 40 1 The back 

room of the Golden Rule was filled to 
capac i ty as we saw our boy move 
inexorably to his next major hangover. 
Remarkably the following day saw 
the o ld fellow leading his very own 
route 'Darklands' in the Black Hole. 
Numerous ropes dang led to tempt 
likely seconders. Way gnarly dude, 
Jerry Evans m a n a g e d some serious 
knitting, fol lowed by Mike Toiiey in 
better style. In the end it look Martin 
Bennett to show the crowd a c lean 
pair of heels. 

Seemingly 'wetting agent ' is the term 
of cho ice in greenkeeper circles these 
days. Weil we certainly hod plenty of 
that through the year starting with 
Pembroke which was wetter than 
usual. Fighting the elements, the nobs 
got pienty done a n d Dave Westby, 
back in act ion after a lay off, has 
been inspired to write an article. 
Lundy was almost washed out with the 
worst conditions in twenty years the 
week before we went! We got 
blistering sunshine for most of the 
week a n d despite some crag 
seepage, we got plenty done a n d 
h a d the usual g o o d time 

Dogs hove been in great ev idence 
this year- on the crag a n d elsewhere. 
One little mutt found its way into 
Glenn a n d Lou's wedding. Just as the 
reverend was giving the usuai words 
of adv ice up trotted our little friend to 
pay his respects, fortunately not to be 
seen by the happy couple . On the 
later Pembroke meet another hound, 
keen for breakfast, m a d e off with a 
b a g of raw pasta from the tent 
flysheet a n d sat gorging the stuff at a 
respectful distance. A sorry sight. 

Finally congratulations to Glenn a n d 
Lou, to Al a n d Mandy Peel (and their 
new baby Thomas James) and to 
Sean a n d Jane Smith on their new 
offspring. 

Dave Wcod Editor Dec 97 
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Membership 

Full Members 
Mari Angeies Solera 
Flat 6, 29 Cecil St, 
Lytham 
FYS 5NN 

Chris Southern 
22 Devona Avenue 
Morton 
Blackpool 
01253 769187 

introductory Members 
The Club welcomes 
the following 
introductory 
members:-

Colum Berry 
52 Sefton Avenue 
Poulton-Le-Fylde 
Blackpool 
01253 899242 

Dr.E.Borrino 
16 Mereland Rd 
Blackpool. FY3 9NF 
01253 767132 

Susan Coffey 
89 Poulton Old Rd 
Blackpool. FY3 7U 
01253 394796 

Phil Collinson 
3 Brunton Rd 
Lancaster 
LAI 4UQ 
01524 841603 

John & Sue Dennnark 
128 Watling St Rd 
Fulwood 
Preston PR2 8AH 
01772 700327 

Chris Davies 
38 Cross Street 
St.Annes. FY8 2HU 
01253 787873 

David Donaldson 
Reeves 
1 Fenton Rd 
Blackpool. FYl 3RT 
01253 294479 

Derek Harrison 
35 Roseberry Ave 
Blackpool. FYl ILA 
01253311472 or 
403518 

Steve Holloway 
54 Westby Street 
Lytham St Annes 
FY8 5JG 

Roe Hughes 
240 Central Drive 
Blackpool 
01253 24330 

Stephen Maher 
7 Artlebeck Rd 
Colon 
Lancaster LA2 9RQ 
01524 771541 

Kathleen Malloy 
5 Fraser Ave. 
Penworlham 
Preston PR! 9RA 

Robert Scott 
15 Vermont Grove 
Thornton Cleveteys 
FY5 3RL 
01253 867027 

Paul Simpson 
32 Borrowdale Road 
Lancaster LA13EU 
01524 32340 

Changes of Address 

Chai rman 
Steve Wrigley 
Flat 6, 29 Ceci l Street 
Lytham 
FYS 5NN 
01253 731710 

Dove Boll 
43 Blockburne Close 
Warrington 
WA2 OPH 
01925811853 

Glenn Brookes & Lou 
Walker 
11 The Drive 
Walton Le Dale 
Preston. PR5 4BL 
01772 828110 
Work 01772 751234 

Chris Bell 
2 Arnott Rd 
Ashton 
Preston PR2 2GB 
01772 723682 

Dennis Corrigan 
Copoley 
Port Laoise 
County Laoise 
Ireland (Eire) 
0035350220348 
work 003535529200 

Barry Crook 
Now at 9 Denbigh 
Drive. Ciitheroe 
BB7 2BH 

Dove Cundy 
6 St. Johns Court 
87 Clarence Rd 
Fleet. Hampshire 
GU13 9RS 
01252 810852 
work 374030 
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Jerry Evans 
35 Keppel Road 
Manchester M21 OBP 
0161 811 075 

Pete Lattimer 
47 Hamilton Terrace 
Otiey 

W.Yorks. LS21 IAN 

Phil Lee 
12 Archers Court 
Crawley. West Sussex. 
RH10 2DW 
01293 527867 
Peter & Gillian 
Llewellyn 
1 Greenside House 
Hincoster. Milinthorpe 
Cumbria LA7 7NA 
01539 62369 

Frank Lord 
8 Lord Street 
Stacksteads 
Bacup. Lanes 
OL13 0RY 
01706 874594 

Al & Mandy Peel 
9 Rundle Rd 
Sheffield. S7 INW 

Paul & Irene Taylor 
In Italy until Jan 98 
temp postal address:-
52 Court Drive 
Shenstone 
Lichfield, Staffs 
WS14 0JD 
01543 480709 

Avril Whittaker 
2 Elmwood Avenue 
Lytham. 

Dove Greenhaigh 
Ellerburn, Doctors Hill 
Burton Rd. 
Lower Bentham 
via Lancaster 
LA2 70Z 

Discounts 4^Lr^ ] 
'Out 'N 'About' Outdoor Specialists, Breck Road, 
Poulton, are now able to offer a range of cl imbing 
hardware in addit ion to their usual selection of 
outdoor gear. Members are entitled to 10% 
discount on most items (excluding sale / reduced 
goods) on production of a valid membership card . 

Compass Point. Lytham, are also able to offer Club 
members 5% discount 

;Peak District - Places to Stay | 

Camping 
A new campsite has o p e n e d up in the peaks: -
Roy a n d Vernon Ashby Chamber Knowie Farm, 
Peak Forest, Derbyshire, SK17 8EG 01298 25914 
(£2.50 per night) 
Huts 
Oread Mountaineering Club, Heathy Lee, Boslow, 
Derbyshire. Members & clubs with reciprocal rights 
-£1.75 per night. Cottage for 12 costs £66 per week. 
Barn £48.00 per wk (has 8 beds), Tel . C.Hobday 
01332 551594 

Other Accommodation - Bangor 

Be a student again I! Go stay at the University over 
New Year (27.12.97-10.1.98) Approx £10 per night 
(01248 382560) 

A c c e s s 

Because members now receive the BMC's 'Summit' 
Magazine, there is little point in covering all the 
access arrangements. By way of a summary, 
members will be aware that White Scar has access 
problems (just in cose if you ever wanted to go), 
there is a problem with the appl icat ion of resin at 
Bridestones a n d the ferry Stena HHS Explorer is 
reported to be creating a bit of a wove hazard to 
South a n d North stack, Gogarth ( see High, Oct 97 
p a g e 53 for details). 

Also, Witches Quarry is now open for cl imbing but 
cars should be parked in the quarry. This may be 
difficult when the a p p r o a c h track is muddy. If you 
go there you ore supposed to ask permission but be 
warned at the time of writing the rock is very loose 
a n d belays extremely difficult to find. 
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Badges, Stickers & Journals 

Enamelled Club Badges bearing the 
Club's insignia are still avai lable at 
£4. Also a supply of Club car stickers 
has been p roduced a n d these sell at 
£1.50 e a c h . For members who d o not 
possess the Club's 40th anniversary 
journal, a c o p y c a n be bought for £3. 
Malta guide Books still avai lable II 
Contact Les Ward. 

Cltmbmg Walls 

We understand that discussions are 
well underway about extending 
Preston cl imbing wall to include more 
lead wall space. 
Members who find themselves in 
S.Wales on a rainy day might like to 
know that the 'Welsh International 
Climbing Centre' near Merthyr Tydfil 
is now open (sorry no lei no. contact 
Ed for details) 

[Trowbarrow ~ ~ | 
Trowbarrow has been purchased for 
the use of climbers by donations 
(including our own) a n d was officially 
o p e n e d in the June with Les 
Ainsworth doing the inaugural cl imb 
of 'Jean Jeonnie' 

In Longdole @ Spring Bank: one 
watch , one pair of sports sandals a n d 
one pair of undies - all together. 
Contact Steve Wrigley 

For Sale 

The following items may still be for 
sole: 
• M a t c h e d pair Hyper Couloir Axes, 

pair Grivel 2F Crampons + assorted 
pegs a n d screws. £140 the lot. 
Frank Towne (01253 779471) 

• 1X 45cm Simond Barracuda (£60) + 
1 Vertige 45 c m axe a n d spore 
pick (£40) + Grivel 2F (a bit bluni) 
crampons £20. Phil Lee (01293 
527867) 

Committee Bus iness 

The Committee has met on several 
occasions since the last newsletter. In 
addit ion to approving applications, 
responding to requests for donations 
(£50 to Patterdole MRO), the 
following matters hove received 
atlention:-

•Truslees - Many of the existing 
trustees for the huts are no longer 
avai lable or willing to act as such. 
Therefore the Committee is steering 
the Club through the legal loopholes 
of the process a n d will report to the 
AGM 
•Questionnaires - Mike Tolley has 
sent these to outside users of huts 
a n d to d o t e has had favourable 
replies. 
•50lh ce lebrat ion - The Club will be 
50 at the millennium. In addit ion to 
other ways of marking this event, a 
photo history of the Club is proposed. 
Work will be ongoing 
• Langdale Alterations -A feasibility 
study is being undertaken to see if 
the shower a n d washing facilities c a n 
be upgraded, Proposals go to AGM 

In Search of H.T. Jackson 

Does anyone know where HT is ? 
Captain Jackson who is a trustee of 
one of our huts was 88 in 1985. Any 
information to John Wiseman please. 

' T Shirt Competition 

Mike Sissons has negot iated a g o o d 
dea l on g o o d quality T shirts a n d 
sweatshirts. He is looking for g o o d 
designs for the back/front. Prizes 
include free T shirts a n d Malta guide 
Books I Ideas to Mike ASAP. 

Free Climbing Mags 

Bernard Skiterall has a col lection of 
Climber a n d High magazines dat ing 
back to the 1960s ( + some maps) 
which he is willing to donate to a 
g o o d home (lei 01253 823300). 
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Dodgy Friends 

R E C A L L 
Batch No. 639 
Wild Country 

Flexible Friend Size: 0.5 
Wild Country would iikc lo recall for inspccrion ull Friends 

siampcd wiih bjich number 639. There is a remote tihance that 
Friends from this batch have been assembled incorrecily. 

If you have a Friend stamped as shown in the attached diagram 
please return il at once directly to Wild Country. Your Friend wtil 

be inspected and returned lo you immediately al our expense. 

/ / / / / / . 

H E X * H E X OK 

H E X * R O U N D 9^ D A N G E R 

R O U N D -f H E X D A N G E R 

This recall notice applies to 485 units, of which 465 units were 
sold in the United Kingdom. Ttie remaining 20 Uniw were 

exported to Kore i 

If you have any questions regarding Friends please telephone Wild 
Country at the number below. 

WILUOUNTRYQ 
Mevcrill Road. Tidesweil. nr Buxton. Derbyshire. SK17 SPY 

T d : 01298 S7I0I0 Fax: 0::9K K7:077 

Equipment Failure 

The picture below shows a figure of 8 
in an 'abnormal configurat ion'. The 
locking karobiner foi led leading to 
fatal injuries. Tests show that krobs 
which are loaded then un loaded 
con foil under heavy load (See 
Summit Issue 8 pages 34 &.35). 

Figure-of-Eightin 
'abnormal configuration' 

Winter Socials 

A recent talk on Mountain First Aid 
given by Bowland Mountain Rescue 
proved a well a t tended event. 
Future social events inciude:-
Dec 3 (Wed) - Print and Slide Comp. 
Dec 11 (Thurs) -Kendal Climbing Wall 
Jan 7 (Wed)-Sl ide Quiz-
Jan 22 ,(Thurs) - Ingleton Wall 
Feb 4 (Wed) Iceland Extravaganza -
Glenn & Lou 
Feb 11 (Wed) Warrington North Face 
We ore hoping to to book Simon 
Yates in the New Year if the price is 
right. 
Slide shows start at 8.30 p m at the 
Castle Gardens, Carleton. Any 
Queries contact Mike Sissons on 
01253 857929. 

Wednesday Night Pub Meet 

New members and those who 
haven't been down the Thatched 
House for a while may hove difficulty 
in finding e a c h other. This is because 
the Club has moved its meeting point 
to the bock of the p u b - that is the 
small room / snug on the for right of 
the bar. If your a new member you 
will probably find someone there late 
on Wednesday night but give 
someone on the committee a col l if 
you're unsure. 

Hut Availabiiity 

Langdale :- December 13/14th. 
Jonuar/ 10/11, Jan 24/25, Feb 7/8, 
Feb 21/22, Mar 7/8, Mar 21/22, 
April 4/5, April 18/19, May 2/3, 
May 16/17, May 30/31, 
Stair:- Dec 6/7 (Club Dinner), 
Jan 3/4, Jon 17/18, Jan 3 1 / 1 Feb, 
Feb 14/15, Mar 14/15, Mar 28/29, 
April 11/12 (Easter), April 25/26, 
May 9/10, May 23/24, June 6/7, 
June 27/28. 

Both:- Dec 20/21 Christmas & New 
Year. June 13/14, June 20/21 
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Guiding Skids or U g a l B i l l s ? ? ? Annual General Meeting 

Please note that 1998 A G M will b e 
held at the Castle Gardens on the 
11 Feb at 8 pnn. This year any c lub 
nnember wishing to propose a 
c h a n g e to c lub pol icy must submit 
It in writing to the c lub secretar/ no 
later than 31 Dec 1997. The 
cha i rman will not a c c e p t any 
motions from the floor on the night 
of the meet ing. 

The commi t tee reports, the 
accounts a n d any proposed 
motions will then b e c i rcu lated not 
less than fourteen days prior to the 
A G M in a c c o r d a n c e with the Club 
rules. In this way members c a n 
ensure they are present at the A G M 
if there is a motion they a p p r o v e or 
d i sapprove of (eg. bui lding bike 
sheds!!!) 

S.Wrigley. 

Art icles 

• Andy Dunhill a n d Christine visit Tots 
in Hong Kong a n d survive the 
experience! 

• Dave Westby:- His first Club trip to 
Pembroke a n d a digest of 
cl imbing walls 

• Dove Earie - Wobbly, wizened old 
git on the wander. 

• Dave Wood - What is the right 
a g e to start climbing? 

Many members will hove been 
following the press coverage of the 
civil proceedings against David 
(Smiler) Cuthbertson. Smiter, who is 
well respected in the cl imbing 
fraternity, was involved in on 
acc ident several years a g o on the 
north f a c e of the Tour Ronde, in 
which his client lost his life. 

After listening to expert witness 
testimonies from both sides, the 
judge's verdict was that Smiler was 
negligent a n d therefore hod to pay 
damages to the deceased client's 
son. Smiler's insurers d e c i d e d not to 
a p p e a l against the decision. The 
outcome of the case meant that the 
guide hod to await investigation from 
his professional association before 
taking clients again . 

The verdict has caused considerable 
controversy in the cl imbing fraternity. 
The latest news is that Smiier has 
been found "not at fault" by the 
Guides Professional Standards 
Committee of causing the death of a 
client. 

We live in an increasingly litigious 
worid in which ' a m b u l a n c e chasing' 
has b e c o m e popular. Members who 
would like to consider the issues 
arising from this case a n d the 
possible implications for themselves 
as clients or amateur 'guides', might 
wish to read the letters in the October 
'97 issue of High Magazine. 

Further background information 
about technical aspects of the cose 
c o n b e found in the previous issue of 
BMC's Summit Magazine. 

Ed. 
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Club Books 

Dave Earle keeps the following books in trust for the Club, Any Member wishing to 
borrow one should contact Dave. 

F S Smythe The Mountain Scene and Alpine Ways and Flowers 
Dr J Kugy Alpine Pilgrimage 
H Rutledge Everest 1933 
TWeir Camps and Climbs in Arctic Norway and East of Katmandu 
L Stephen Playground of Europe 
S Gordon Cairngorm Hills of Scotland (not a guide),and Highways and 

Byeways in Central Scotland 
G W Young On High Hills,and Mountaineering with a difference and 

Mountain Crafl 
A F Mummery My Chmbs in Alps and Caucases 
F Younghusbaid Epic on Everest 
C Benson Mountaineering Ventures 
C F Kirkus Let's go Climbing 
T Howard Summerville .After Everest 
H W Tilman Snow on Equator and Nanda Devi 
S Clark The Puma's Claw 
PElek Swiss Life 
M Jackson Tent in Clouds 
SMC Southern Highlands and Isle of Skye 
F Spencer Chapman Memoirs of a Mountaineer 
JPrebble Highlands Clearances 
J Westberg Avalanche 
John Jackson More than Mountains 
B & T G Brown Brenva 
E Hilary High Adventure 
G Moffat Space Below my Feet 
JUllman Man of Everest 
V FirsofF On Ski in Cairngorms 
Manning Mountaineering 
W Sayle 4 against Everest 
C Houston K2 
J Hunt Ascent of Everest 
E Newby A Short Walk in Hindu Kush 
J Franco Makalu 
W Noyce South Col 
C Bonnington Anna Puma South Face 
Mountain World 1953-1956 and 1958-1969 
WLarden Recollections of a Mountaineer 
R Irvine 10 Great Mountains 
DBusk The Delectable Mountains 
Lonsdale Library Mountaineering 
P Bauer Kanchenchungee Challenge 
SMC Cairngorms, Skye, Central Highlands 
W H Murray Story of Everest and Scottish Himalayan Expedition 
E Shipton Mountains of Tartar and Upon that Mountain 
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G Abraham 
FMC 
EWPyatt 

R Fison-Roche 
County Books 
C F Meade 
A W Moore 
TAH Peacock 
H Horner 
Portrait of Islands 
D Hasten 
C D Milner 
E Whymper 
HLunn 
W Poucher 
W March 
E W Tyndal 

First on The Rope (novel) 
The Western Isles 
Approach to the Hills 
The Alps in 1864 Vol 2 
Mountaineering 
7 Years in Tibet 
Various Isles and Authors, from Cornwall to St Kilda 

Eiger Direct 
Mountain Photography 
Zermatt 
Zermatt 
Lakeland Peaks and Scottish Peaks 
Modern Snow Techniques 
Glaciers of Alps in 1861 
British Mountain Climbs 
Hagshu Valley Exp. 1993 
Where to Climb in the British Isles 

Guides to Bemer, V., Mt Blanc 3, + 1, + 2 Valais I l lb + Ilia + I I 
Foreign and Selected Chmbs Mt Blanc and Selected Climbs in Pennine Alps 
Old guides to Tryfan,Idwal, Pillar and Gable, ScafelI,Kinder, Lancs,Ben Nevis and Glencoe, 
Arrochar, Arran, Laddow, Cairngorms Vol I and I I , Skye, Cleveland, Snowdon South; 
Eastern Ross 

Long-standing members will be saddened to hear of the tragically early death 
of Lynne Lockett, younger sister of Cherry Earle, after a short and painful 
illness. 

Emerging in the Fylde via the Old Kent Road and Sutlierland she eventually 
married Keith Lockett, the FMC/s Himalayan pioneer and lived at St Annes 
before moving to Germany v^ith British Aerospace, where she died. 

Her happy, affable and easy-going nature, always willing to lend a liand, will 
be missed by all who knew her. Almost single-handedly, she bailed out the 
Duck after the last floods, ably assisted by Bruen her eldest son, who featured 
regularly on family weekends. 

The Club sends its deepest sympathy to Keith, Bruen, Alan, her youngest son, 
Cheriy and her immediate family and friends. 

O b i t u a r y 

D.AEmie 
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Despite the poor weather , ten members en joyed this m e e t at w h a t was a 
n e w venue for the Club. A l though a little r e m o v e d from the main c l imbing 
areas, t h e wel l a p p o i n t e d O r e a d M.C. hut is ideally s ituated for walk ing 
parties - several routes starting f rom t h e front door . The p u b is only ten 
minutes a w a y a n d the walk ing party c a l l e d a t the nearby del ightful 
Bedgelart Warehouse on Saturday's walk. Hopeful ly w e c a n book this hut 
a g a i n . 

George Parker 

mm 
O n c e a g a i n , t h e Slater's Arms p rov ided a w a r m w e l c o m e a n d a difficult 
c h o i c e as to w h a t to drink - they are all g o o d . 

Saturday started d a m p , so a leisurely start during wh ich t ime G e o r g e Parker 
spoke a b o u t Wales a n d the Welsh a n d nearly c o n v e r t e d m e to the 
Nationalist cause. Get him o n Welsh TV a n d the v o t e for a Welsh assembly 
will b e assured. 

The rain having c l e a r e d , a g o o d long d a y was en joyed, Barry Crook 
entertain ing us with his comment s , a n d tales of his work. 

Sunday was another d a y of h e a v y showers. 

John Wiseman 

Tl^e X^xmav T r i p 

I'd never b e e n to Lundy before. The Ciub always b o o k e d September a n d I 
h a d to return to school. I'd seen an awfu l lot of Lundy w h e n Mike a n d I d id a 
section of the South West Way. From M i n e h e a d to Bude it was always there. 
We s e e m e d to walk for days a n d never s e e m e d to make any progress -1 was 
sure Lundy was swimming. I think w h a t I liked best a b o u t Lundy is that you 
c o n walk anywhere . The only restriction be ing to shut any gates beh ind you . 

I d id w o n d e r at o n e t ime how I w o u l d o c c u p y myself for a w e e k on a n island 
3 X 1/2 mite, but it was no p rob lem. For 5 days the w e a t h e r was hot a n d 
sunny. Mike h a d saved Devil's Slide to c l imb with m e . An en joyable route -
t h e w a r m rock was so ent ic ing - I d id another 2 routes Quadrotus Lumborum 
a n d Integrity, thereby spoiling my routine of o n e route a year - or m a y b e I'm 
just 2 years in h a n d ! 

I think that w h e n you g e t to the s tage of p lanning to write a postcard on a 
part icular d a y but are so busy do ing other things you d o n ' t h a v e t ime - then 
you are truly on hol iday. 

I 'd like to g o b a c k to Lundy. 

Jennie Tolley 
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The c lub h a v e n ' t used this hut for a fev^ years after various problems a n d it 
was d e c i d e d w e should give it another try after a c h a n g e of hut custodian. 
A l though I h a v e n ' t s tayed in this hut before , I was quite impressed with its 
condi t ion a n d h a d no complaints . 

Six p e o p l e a t t e n d e d the m e e t - m e , Dave Earle, Steve, Mar ianne, Chris a n d 
his fr iend Adr ian. On Saturday, w e ail w e n t off t o Rivelin Edge w h e r e Steve 
m a d e various ascents of the superb Needle . Dave also reminded us all of 
w h a t c l imbing was like in t h e g o o d o ld days with his waist belays, lack of 
harness a n d chunky pair of ga rden ing gloves. 

On Sunday, Kevin a p p e a r e d fo l lowed by Les e q u i p p e d with his list of Classic 
Rock cl imbs on S tanage. The morning was spent a round the High Neb 
Buttress a rea whi le t h e a f te rnoon saw the t e a m at tack ing the classics a round 
t h e Flying Buttress a n d the Black Slab areas. 

G o o d weathe r , g o o d c o m p a n y , gritstone a n d friends p r o d u c e d a n excel lent 
w e e k e n d ' s c l imbing. 

Joanna Goorney 

Despite var iable w e a t h e r forecast, w e h a d a g o o d turn out, 16 members a n d 
3 guests. On Saturday, in spite of inc lement weather , a var ied selection of 
activities was a c c o m p l i s h e d . Climbs at PenTrwyn, Idwal! Slabs a n d Gogar th 
including a n ascent of Dream of White Horses. Scramble up t o Glyder Fawr 
f rom the Llanberis Val ley a n d a walk a round the coast at Morfa Nefyn. 

Sunday d a w n e d with low clouds everywhere but a scout in the form of All 
Welsh h a d b e e n up t o the summit of Snowdon a n d b a c k before m a n y h a d 
left their pits a n d repor ted that he broke through the clouds at C l o g w y n 
station a n d into c lear b lue skies. Consequent ly walkers a s c e n d e d Snowdon 
a n d exper ienced a Brocken Spectre a l o n g with m a n y other tourists! A n d 
d e s c e n d e d by w a y of C l o g g y to the hut. 

Climbs w e r e d o n e on Car reg Wastad, walks near L landudno a n d indoor 
c l imbing at Caernan/on. 

Plenty of liquid refreshment in various hostelries a n d whilst condit ions for 
c l imbing c o u l d h a v e b e e n better , e v e r y b o d y a p p e a r e d t o h a v e an 
en joyab le w e e k e n d . 

LBS Ward 
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The w e e k e n d started innocent ly e n o u g h , w e h a d the usual Friday night, o n e 
or t w o rushed 4 thumbs after wh ich w e returned to the hunt. After w a t c h i n g 
Martin Dole show his exce l lence a n d his natural style a n d b a l a n c e on a 
skateboard, w e . Phil "ss" Lee ("ss" = southern softie), Martin Bennett, Mike 
Tolley, Martin Dale a n d myself d e c i d e d to g o for a curry, or should I say a 
Christmas Curry, (Severe), leaving G e o r g e Nesbitt in the luxury of the hut 
paint ing his nails 

Martin Dale, the Testosterone Kid, d e c i d e d to solo it - he was obviously still 
buzzing f rom his skateboard ing antics. The *Old Gits' t e a m e d up togethe r 
leaving m e to c l imb with m o a n i n g Lee. Testosterone Dale h a d r e a c h e d the 
t o p before the rest of us s l ipped a n d slided our w a y t o the b o t t o m of the 
c l imb. We all c r o c h e t e d (knit o n e purl one) our w a y up to the first p i tch, whi le 
singing in the p u b style such classics as "It's not unusual," "Starry starry night," 
a n d "Viva Las Vegas. " But the jovialities soon e n d e d in a mind-numbing 
scream The scream of a m a n that h a d just h a d the very fibre of his soul 
r ipped into shreds. Who was making that b l o o d curdl ing noise? Then it 
d a w n e d o n m e , the person w h o h a d brought the fear of G o d into everyone, 
including campers several miles a w a y , was me! The reason I h o d m a d e the 
noise was that the w h o l e s tance was c o v e r e d in a seething mass of SLUGS! 
These w e r e n ' t just ordinary slugs but slugs the size of housebricks, their slime 
glistening in the moonl ight . The " O l d Gits" h a d scarpered off g r ipped in a 
frenzy, leaving Phil a n d I t o f ight out w a y t o the t o p . 

Phil led off, slugs w e r e fal l ing off the trees, landing on his h e a d . He just a b o u t 
he ld himself together to p l a c e a wire in a slugfilled crock a n d make a c o u p l e 
more moves. A b o v e the t ree line the slugs s e e m e d to disperse. This g a v e Phil 
a false sense of security. His fear cont inued to subside as he carr ied on with 
t h e c l imb. He r e a c h e d the crux only 40 feet f rom the t o p , side pull f rom that 
ho ld over there a n d a rock o n t o that biggish b lack footho ld a n d , Ol-I NO! 
e c h o e d across the c r a g as he suddenly p l u m m e t e d d o w n the c r a g . The big 
b lack foo tho ld wasn't, it was slug - it's adhes ion was not e n o u g h to hold Phil. 
Luckily his g e a r he ld . I lowered him d o w n to t h e stance, the pair of us 
whimper ing. 

That is all I r e m e m b e r of the night. I heard oftenA^ards w e w e r e both found 
the next d a y unconscious on the s tance by the rescue t e a m but absolutely 
no slugs a round anywhere . 

I still h a v e n ' t c o m e to terms with the horror a n d the perpetua l nightmares. 
The desire t o c l imb a g a i n a n d enjoy life has d ied out a n d I h o p e it rests in 
p e a c e . 

RIP. 
Climbing, 

Mike Sissons 
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Moms KIoiULg - BJTew Y e a r 0*7 

If c l imbing up the outside of skyscrapers turns you o n , then Hong Kong is t h e 
p l a c e to g o . The n e w route potent ia l is vast a n d increasing. Things seem 
general ly sound, but there ore definit ively some very loose looking areas -
buildings that seem to defy gravity. 

Hong Kong is a fascinat ing exper ience. There appears t o b e iittle o p e n 
c o n c e r n a b o u t t h e return t o China in June. The territory comprises: Hong 
Kong Island, w h i c h is all hills; Kowloon a n d the New Territories on the main 
land, m u c h of w h i c h is mountains up to 3,500ft a n d p r o t e c t e d by Country 
Park des ignat ion; a n d the Outlying Islands. 

There is a n extensive coast l ine offer ing numerous sea cliff opportunit ies, some 
of w h i c h h a v e b e e n d e v e l o p e d . There are also m a n y outcrops in the 
mountains. 

Walking trails are wel l d e v e l o p e d but the go ing c a n b e difficult on s teep 
g r o u n d , as they t e n d t o build steps w h i c h is hard on the knees. The 
impenet rab le fo l iage means that you must k e e p to the paths. 

We arr ived at 9 a m on New Years Eve after a 20 hour journey, to b e to ld by 
John Tattersall that w e w o u l d b e drinking until the early hours the next d a y to 
c e l e b r a t e New Year. Our first real exper ience of d o w n t o w n Hong Kong was 
therefore like be ing thrown in at the d e e p e n d . It is a n unbel ievably busy 
p l a c e , but a lasting impression is a feel ing of safety. The atmosphere , 
a l though electr ic, was not at all th reaten ing. 

New Year's a f te rnoon saw us touch ing rock at Shek'O, a small but g o o d 
qual i ty sea cliff o n t h e east side of Hong Kong island. John a n d Andy d id a 
o n e p i tch V.Diff./Severe, then exp lored the other cliffs in the area. It's a very 
pleasant a n d scenic p l a c e with a g o o d b e a c h a n d lots of restaurants 
nearby. 

The next f e w days w e r e spent walk ing a n d explor ing both Hong Kong Island 
a n d some of t h e Outlying Islands. Public transport is excel lent a n d c h e a p . 
You c a n easily g e t a w a y f rom the busy areas. 

Kowloon is a major urban conurbat ion on the main land, wh ich has a superb 
b a c k d r o p of mountains. The highest is Kowloon Peak, wh ich has various 
crags on its southern f lank. We did t w o Severes w h i c h finished at the summit 
of this 2,000ft mounta in . The v iew looking over Hong Kong is superb, but t h e 
main at t ract ion is to w a t c h the constant procession of planes landing at a n d 
taking off f rom t h e airport. The cliffs ore in di rect line with the runway, a n d it is, 
to say t h e least, impressive. 

Another d a y John, Christine a n d Andy c a u g h t a ferry (just) to Tung Lung 
C h a u island a n d c l i m b e d on some superb sea cliffs. The first route was a t w o 
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pitch Severe in a n impressive situation reminiscent of Cornwal l . We then 
m o v e d o n t o the more popular cliff on the island wh ich has b e e n b o l t e d . It 
offers a round 20 high qual ity routes, many of wh ich are very hard. We did 
three of the easier ones. It was busy with local Chinese climbers, most of 
w h o m w e r e very g o o d . This cliff was very similar to Sennen in Cornwal l , bo th 
in its position a n d the relative severity of its climbs, a l though not as extensive. 

Perhaps the best days c l imbing was on the lost d a y w h e n John a n d Andy 
visited Promontory Point in C learwater Boy, in the New Territories. This is a 
substantial 300ft granite sea cliff slab. We hired a Sampan to take us into the 
zawn w h i c h was a n exper ience in itself. 

We h a d t o walk t o t h e t o p of the cliff a n d abseil t o 40ft a b o v e the sea level. 
The route was t w o pitches of reasonable qual ity granite in a superb setting. It 
was hot a n d w e h a d a taste of dehydrat ion , w h i c h is a major factor with 
c l imbing in these latitudes. 

Overal l the c l imbing was g o o d . Most is o n e p i tch a n d the rock c a n b e of 
var iable quality. Two or three places ore very popular but on most cliffs you 
will b e a lone . There is a lot of potent ia l for further d e v e l o p m e n t . 

The n e w gu ide isn't. It is a gu ide t o t h e routes d o n e by the English author a n d 
his friends. It makes almost no re fe rence t o the m a n y routes d o n e by local 
Chinese climbers. There are many established bolt routes that it c o m p l e t e l y 
ignores. It is also wr i t ten on the assumption that you are a Hong Kong resident 
a n d h a v e a cor. The access directions are w e a k . We c o u l d g o o n . It does 
take you t o many g o o d cl imbing areas, but really it is a w e a k a n d sub 
standard gu ide by C o r d e e . 

We spent as m u c h t ime walk ing as c l imbing, wh ich is excel lent a n d far bet ter 
t h a n w e h a d a n t i c i p a t e d . Virge a c c o m p a n i e d us on some of the walks. The 
best was perhaps a r idge walk w e did on Lantau Island. A p p r o a c h e d by ferry 
a n d bus, this 10 mile walk took in 2 main summits a n d a n excel lent r idge with 
superb views. At t h e start was a highly impressive Buddhist monastery, a n d 40 
foot high Buddha statue. 

Overal l the walk ing a n d cl imbing was far bet te r than w e h a d thought a n d 
w e thoroughly r e c o m m e n d Hong Kong as a p l a c e to spend a few weeks if 
you p lan t o visit South East Asia. It is a p l a c e w h e r e yo.u c a n spend vast 
amounts of m o n e y but with a little c a r e it is not t o o b o d . The best t ime to visit 
is N o v e m b e r t o March . 

Another lasting memory is the m e a l w e h a d with John a n d Virge on the 
even ing before w e f lew out. We w e n t t o a revolving restaurant on the 34̂ ^ 
f loor of a n of f ice bui lding over looking Victoria Harbour a n d d o w n t o w n Hong 
Kong. The views w e r e stunning, as was the bill, but is wos wor th every penny. 

Our thanks g o to John, Virge a n d y o u n g John, whose b e d r o o m w e used. It 
was a m e m o r a b l e trip. 

Andy Dunhili S, Christine Barbier 
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What gorgeous weathe r . Friday a m . all p a c k e d a n d ready to g o , or are w e 
The n e w three p i e c e suit is a bit late c o m i n g , w h y d id they w o n t to deliver 
t o d a y of all days. Just as I was settling d o w n to a third c u p p a the v a n turned 
up. A c o u p l e of burly blokes soon u n l o a d e d g r a b b e d my m o n e y a n d w e n t . 
So w e r e w e . 

The journey d o w n t h e A49 was great . Sun crack ing the flags e t c . e t c . 

Di rem inded m e that w e n e e d e d t o f ind a bank for some beer money , so a 
slight detour th rough Tenby a n d its f ive arches was c a l l e d for, very n ice. 

We f o u n d the c a m p site OK. a n d soon g o t organised. A quick look through 
the c a m p log b o o k showed there w e r e no other FMC. p e o p l e a b o u t , are 
w e go ing t o b e the only ones there after all.? 

We h o p p e d into the car a n d soon f o u n d Jameston a n d the marvellous 
chalets . The chalets w e r e o p e n a n d deserted so w e h o d a quick nosey, t o o 
Posh for t h e FMC. w e n t th rough my mind cast ing further doubts , then , 
" b l o o d y ell, el lo knob". Looking a round I saw Andy Dunhill. "Well bless my 
blurter, long t ime no see knob, you alright e t c . etc. . . . " many years h a d passed 
a n d it was g reat to see a familiar f a c e a g a i n (reminisce, reminisce) 

Later in the p u b , more c a t c h i n g up with news as more familiar faces showed 
up. G o o d night, not t o o m u c h beer t h o u g h , g o t to c l imb In the morning, 
early start, long drive a n d tired eyes. "Old sod" said Andy as w e bid 
g o o d n i g h t . 

C o l d shower in the morning mist, c a m p site gas goes out in a strong w ind . 

Soon, at the cha le t , Dave Cundy was still 'ZZ'ing, so w e w o k e him with a sharp 
kick. "Bloody ell, a bit early knob" said he. A c o u p l e of brews later w e w e r e 
ready, but guess w h a t , yes, t h e mist h o d tu rned to drizzle a n d looked very 
uninviting. "Another brew", W o o d y o f fe red, yes that' l l d o it. "A shopping trip I 
think" said Di. "Let's see if w e c a n f ind a big ove rhang with a g o o d traverse 
line" says I, thumbing through t h e gu ide after seeing Martin Dale 
d i sappear ing into the mist in his car, trying as usual to b e the first on the c r a g , 
e v e n in the w e t . 

Actual ly, w h e n w e arr ived at the c r a g , only the East side was w e t , a l though 
you h a d to b e carefu l not to d i sappear over the e d g e in the mist. 

As it was my first visit, it took a whi le to 'suss' out w h e r e w e w e r e a n d the mist 
wasn't help ing m u c h either. I lost sight of Dave C a few times, but after a 
whi le a cal l f rom somewhere in the mist "over ere knob".. . "1 think this is Senit, I 
seem t o recognise that w a v e , it took m e off the s tance last t ime I was here" 
(that's another story). 

Wow! w h a t a p l a c e . What luck the w e a t h e r was dam;p but not a wash out. 
We soon g o t t o grips with a g o o d HVS. 'Rides The Waves'. 1 led, cos. Dave 
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was still recover ing f rom a t o u c h of Flu. (i think his heart was still in his s leeping 
b a g ) . 

A traverse line left f rom just a b o v e sea level a n d then a very n ice c l imb 
straight up t o the t o p . What on atmosphere, c a l m sea, thick mist. Next route 
please. 

Back d o w n t o the sacks, a quick slug on Energy Lucozode a n d five 
Sanatogen's later. 

'Cool For Cats' El 5b. Yes wel l h a v e a d o at that . " Somebody o n it m a t e " 
says a vo ice f rom beh ind me. "Bloody hell. Hi m o t e , your here t o o " I said to 
the y o u n g ginger hai red guy f rom the Kendal wal l . "Hi m a t e . Yes, there's half 
of Lancashire d o w n here, just d o n e that route m a t e , it's a classic". "Cheers 
m a t e , see ya" . "Lets try the right h a n d o n e instead, there's no o n e on it a n d 
it saves us wai t ing" says Dove. "OK". 

Minutes later. Dove led off. At a short wal l , his Flu g o t the better of him. He 
c a m e d o w n a n d I took over the hot e n d . Dave h a d put plenty of g o o d gear 
in so w h e n I g o t there, a quick c h e c k , a short pull a n d up... . more gear , a 
short step up a n d left then , "Shit, what's h a p p e n e d to the rope knob". 'Think 
its j a m m i n g on this lower bit" says Dave. 

Problems, problems. I ha te it w h e n a p lan goes w r o n g . Tugging a n d 
heav ing o n the rope all the w a y up t h e last twenty foot or so, sweat ing like a 
bull on heat . Belay... a beauty , big fat iron stake. Still o n e rope refused to 
yield wi thout a fight. Soon after t h o u g h , Dove jo ined m e on the t o p 
wonder ing w h y he h o d f o u n d a p rob lem with that bit d o w n there, "it wasn't 
that b o d after making the pull, was if'.. 

We c a l l e d it a d a y a n d w e n t to find Di. Back at tne car pork, Di. was 
chat t ing with Phil Coley, Stuart a n d Al. The "Hi Knob" bit started over a n d 
then "see you in the pub" . Dave h a d fo rgot ten to bring his grub from h o m e 
so w e d rove into Pembroke to re stock his larder a n d to stock up with 
poracetamol s a n d tissues for his runny nose. 

A g o o d d a y was r o u n d e d off by a hot shower a n d a hot curry b a c k at the 

An excel lent night was h a d in the p u b later on with the lads, their 
wives/partners, p lenty of g o o d a le wh ich h e l p e d us both to sleep like babies 
though that nights pour ing rain a n d w i n d , (from the w e a t h e r as wel l as the 
curry). 

Sunday, DI a n d I d e c i d e d to h e a d b o c k in the rain a n d d o some sight seeing 
if w e c o u l d f ind a break in t h e weathe r . 

A d a m n g o o d break, only t w o routes but the c o m p a n y was e v e n better. 
Nice t o see you all aga in lads a n d thanks for the c o m p a n y 

tent . 

Summary 
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rrixe Virê nderings Of A VlTizened And 
Wobbly Old Git 

Stagger ing off tine M a i d e n , under the we ight of a c o u p l e of s leeping bags 
a n d a c a g g y , it s e e m e d i was very m u c h in n e e d of a p lan B. The results of a 
broken b a c k a n d broken leg was a stunning loss of mounta in fitness 
re inforced w h e n a little o ld lady with wh i te hair asked m e if I was alright as I 
tot te red past e n route t o Poolewe, a b o u t 20 minutes beh ind the others. 

The Isle of Wight b e c k o n e d . Set in a silver sea a n d b a t h e d in w a r m t h , it h a d 
simple walk ing a n d del ightful views, but it was o n awful ly long w a y to g e t t o 
it. With a g o o d forecast local ly, however , t sett led for isloy, with little idea of 
w h a t I w o u l d f ind e x c e p t that it was Scot land so t h e c h a n c e s of liking it w e r e 
fairly h igh. 

Sweeping d o w n the Knopda le peninsular I was stunned t o discover that the 
ferr/ terminal at Kennacraig on West Loch Tarbent was both locked up for 
the even ing a n d h o d absolutely no t imetab le on display. A retreat to 
Tarbent was necessary, w h e r e the local po l ice referred m e t o a t imetab le on 
display in the local sub-post of f ice. Isloy does not w e l c o m e on spec 
travellers. 

Parking in a p l a c e c a l c u l a t e d t o cause the max imum inconven ience to the 
m a n a g e m e n t p r o v e d successful a n d I was soon sailing into a tranquil d o w n , 
c lutch ing my recent ly purchased t icket. The cruise d o w n West Loch Tarbent 
a n d out past Gigho was particularly del ightful , after wh ich the Paps of Jura, 
at 2500 ft h igh, d o m i n a t e d the trip, with a wi ld remainder of the Isle of Jura 
straggl ing out t o t h e north. 

Squeezing past McArthurs h e a d on Islay a n d Cloig cast le on Jura, w e 
e n t e r e d t h e Narrow Sound of Jura. Hidden f rom view until the lost possible 
m o m e n t Port Askaig at last burst into v iew, shoe horned into a tiny c o v e . A 
shop, p u b , ferry of f ice c o m p l e t e with t imetab le , a n d a pier looked across the 
Sound to t h e western aspects of the Paps rising a b o v e the r u g g e d coast, wel l 
worthy of a n expedit ion in its o w n right. 

The r o a d North to Bunnohob a n d loinn g a v e access to a d a m p t rack to t h e 
l ighthouse at Rubh' A' Mhail giving a worthwhi le half d a y walk with super 
views of the Jura coast . History buffs w o u l d enjoy a trip to Loch Finlaggan 
w h e r e its cast le o n c e housed the Lords of the Isles. The major r o a d across the 
island divides a t Br idgend, with its del ightful sands. 

To the south lies Bowmore, a d u m p but with a fine circular church a n d 
pleasant coasta l rambles in a n d a round. The sands of Loggon b a y are 
del ightful a n d at the south e n d is Kintra-a with its c a m p site a n d p u b . Jutting 
out S.W. f rom here is t h e rocky peninsular of O a culminat ing in the Mull of Oa 
with its g iant memor ia l cairn. Two Amer ican troopships were t o r p e d o e d here 
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towards the e n d of that most pointless of human confl icts, the First World War. 
Out a n d b a c k a l o n g the cliff e d g e f rom Kintra m a d e a full day , at least for a 
cr ipple. The memor ia l c a n also b e visited by car giving a c h a n c e to walk 
east a l o n g the cliffs for a fair bit. There is no obvious p a t h . 

At the oppos i te e n d of the neck of O a is Port Ellen, delightful ly s i tuated. The 
stroll to the l ighthouse is a must, a n d c a n b e e x t e n d e d a l o n g the Oa cliffs as 
far as you w o n t . To the east coasta l walk ing gives rise to the distilleries of 
Laphroaig, Lagauulin a n d A r d b e g . Lagauulin is especial ly pretty, re f lected in 
its quiet b a y . Some driving takes you post Kildalton House a n d a series of 
beaut i fu l bays to Kildalton Cross, a superb p i e c e of carv ing. 

Beyond here the r o o d stops at C logga in Boy giving the opportuni ty for a half 
d a y coasta l walk t o McArthurs point. You may b e lucky to spot a Glen 
Shirley, resplendent in Eddie Stobort Tee Shirt, on his w a y off the highest hill in 
Islay. Probably the only hill he has c l i m b e d not o n a list. By n o w he has d o n e 
all the Munroes, Corbetts, Donalds, Browns, all the promotees a n d d e -
motees, a n d all the Morylins besides. But has he t a c k l e d all the AA British 
Villages? I bet not a n d 1 h a v e a 820 start on him. 

West of Br idgend the r o a d hugs the coast to Port Char lot te with its excel lent 
Youth Hostel, to Portna haven , wh ich I thought was particularly f ine. The 
oppos i te coast is r u g g e d but c a n b e visited at Lossit a n d Mochir Bay. 
Sonolgmore is a super spot a n d gives r u g g e d coastal walk ing kin e a c h 
di rect ion befo re Loch Gruinort is visited. There are plenty of p laces t o stop 
over on the eastern shore a n d is wi ld grandeur reminded m e a bit of 
Sutherland. 

Having t ra ined up on the tops of islay it seemed a shome to miss out on the 
Paps of Jura, as they are on a list a n d the return fare f rom Kenna Craig to 
their foot was ast ronomical . 1 d e l a y e d my crossing for a d a y d u e to 
thousands of fell runners ruining b o t h the scenery a n d tranquility. I m a d e a 
n o t e not t o buy anyth ing marked Lowe/Alpine a n d was particularly p leased 
t o hear the organisers compla in ing later that the John Muir Trust will not let 
t h e m use their land for events. G o o d o ld Mr Mulr I say. We c o n stand a lot 
less of this vandal ism in wi ld places. 

As I was in cons iderable pain f rom my injuries, the twisting a n d turning 
necessary to reverse my car on t o the ferry was carr ied out by the ferryman 
w h i c h was very kind of him. Craighouse s e e m e d to b e the cent re of the 
universe as far as Jura was c o n c e r n e d a n d I set up c a m p on the sands at the 
North e n d of t h e b a y before explor ing the beaut i fu l coast r o o d northwards. 
The bays a t Lagg, Tarbent a n d Lussagiven w e r e beaut i fu l in the early even ing 
light, a n d across the still waters the mountains of Arran bulked hugely. 

The next d a y it was t ime for " t h e big o n e . " With 18 hours of dayl ight to play 
with e v e n I should b e a b l e to make a worthwhi le a t t e m p t on the Paps, 
variously listed as a 4-6 hour walk. Perversely, there ore three or e v e n four of 

17 



these paps, w h i c h certainly underlines my inexper ience with w o m e n , but 
u n d a u n t e d I set off a t 7 a m picking off the most easterly o n e first, fo l lowed by 
the t w o main peaks befo re finishing over every other t o p in sight. Nothing as 
go ing to b e p r o m o t e d that I h a d not b e e n up. 

The w e a t h e r was superb, as it h a d b e e n throughout , with stunning views from 
all summits all d a y long, but it was 5 p m as I s taggered b o c k d o w n the 
Corran River, resting tired legs f requent ly. The hills are basically quartzite slog 
heaps but t h e position makes t h e m worthwhi le . 

The next d a y I d rove as far as possible northwards to the Gulf of 
Corr ievreckan, walk ing the rest a n d passing en route the big house of 
Bornwood w h e r e G e o r g e Orwell w ro te "1984." Boats p u n c h e d their w a y 
through t h e gulf with impunity t h o u g h it still looked pretty serious stuff to m e , 
a n d the coasta l scenery all a round was of a high order. 

The lost full d a y found m e potter ing a l o n g port of the west coast but with no 
di rect a n d firm a im. It h o d b e e n an intensive trip so fa,' for a n invalid with no 
let up a l l o w e d by the continuously superb w e a t h e r a n d I a l l o w e d myself on 
a f te rnoon of sunbathing a n d genera l festering. The fo l lowing morning was 
dull a n d I d rove round to Feolin Ferry after a leisurely breakfast a n d shopping 
spree to awai t the first ferry b o c k t o the ma in land. 

After this temporary blip in the weathe r , A rdnamurchan , Sunart a n d Ardyour 
b e c k o n e d . There might e v e n b e some Corbetts t o c l imb. But I w o u l d not 
miss the Jura midges wh ich rose out of the Vegetat ion e v e n on the e d g e of 
the b e a c h at 8 p m a n d d e v o u r e d everyth ing in sight. 

It was these creatures that eventual ly d i c t a t e d w h e n i c o m e h o m e from 
Ardgour, towards t h e e n d of June in t ime for my next hospital a p p o i n t m e n t . 

DA Earie 
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IVIy Recent Visits to Clinxbing W£«.lls 

Blackpool (Tel. 01253 699900) run by the Blackpool Borough CounciL Good 

Very easy t o f ind a n d only a few minutes a w a y for the Fyide lads l o c a t e d at 
Stanley Park. Entrance f e e is £2:00 for locals a n d £2:20 for others. O p e n Mon . 
to Sun. 09:30 t o 22:30 with a l icensed bar inside. Showers ava i lab le in the 
leisure cent re . A small c o m p a c t safe wal l having varying grades of 
boulder ing with featu red panels a n d m o u l d e d c o n c r e t e leod/bou lder ing 
wal l by Bendcrete. A c a v e / g r o t t o a rea provides g o o d hard boulder ing for 
the energet ic amongst us (not me) . Many visits h a v e b e e n very en joyable , 
but because of its size it c a n g e t rather repetit ive. 
G o o d for a quick p u m p out. 

Preston West View Leisure Centre (Tel. 01772 796788) : Not bad ; : 

M a n a g e d by Phil Walsh climbs a r r a n g e d by Mick Lovott. Very easy to f ind 
a n d only a short journey from Blackpool . 

Up to 10 met re high featu red pane l bo l t -on ho ld steep a n d strenuous lead 
wal l . Has a smaller easier lead t o p rope wal l with interesting problems on 
featu red pane l a n d bo l t -on holds. A long breeze b l o c k / c o n c r e t e traverse 
wal l a n d c o n c r e t e t y p e boulder ing. I f ind it l imited a n d p u m p y , preferring 
the easier routes up high lead walls to short p u m p y stuff. Usual leisure facilities 
including poo l a n d bar ava i lab le . Ok for occas ional visit, but prefer to travel 
to better walls a l though this wal l has w o n a lottery grant for extensive 
improvements wh ich are schedu led to start in January. The grant is for 
£140,000. for modernisat ion to the wai l a n d fitness studio. Entrance £2:40 

Ormskirk - Cliffs Barn ( Tel. 01704 822 644) Poor \

On the c lub m e e t early this year, Rob Lewis, Kevin Osborne a n d I pa id a visit 
to this establishment. It was easily found but took nearly an hour to get there 
because of the narrow country lanes not m a d e for my usual eighties (mph 
not a g e Martin). 

My first impression was, that it is rather a nice spot to h a v e a cl imbing wal l , a 
bit out in the sticks but with some really g o o d pubs nearby a n d built in a 
c o n v e r t e d barn as the n a m e suggests. We w e n t in a n d because it looked 
promising, pa id our joining fee's. Exploring a round a bit a n d do ing a bit of 
boulder ing on the smaller walls to "get into" the feel of the p l a c e was rather 
g o o d a l though w e found the non bolt on holds were rather pol ished. All t h e 
lead ing wal l climbs h a v e a big jug to finish o n , so that was g o o d . The main 
wal l a rea has a very large, very thick mattress t ype landing. This was causing 
problems with the o ld respiratory gear . Judging by the a m o u n t of dust be ing 
raised as you 'p lod ' or land u p o n it, ! d o u b t this has ever b e e n swept or 
v a c u u m e d . 

The main wal l was t a c k l e d , I pul led up the steep bit a n d started up the over 
vert ical sect ion, a foot ho ld broke off. After a serious w o b b l e I carr ied on t o 
the near horizontal bit a n d right on the ove rhang e d g e , c l ipping the b o l t e d 
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runner it swivel led, unscrewed a n d fell to the floor. At the same instance 
another ho ld took a scary swivel. Just in t ime, I m a n a g e d t o cl ip another bolt 
a round t h e corner before fal l ing off. On the further side of the main wal l 
a r e a similar things w e r e h a p p e n i n g to other climbers boulder ing a round. Lots 
of c r a c k e d a n d swivelling holds w e r e d iscovered a n d repor ted to a rather 
u n c o n c e r n e d 'youth in c h a r g e ' who's only c o m m e n t was "yes there are a 
f e w knackered holds a round you n e e d to b e carefu l " . "I think w e m a y b e 
fixing a f e w later this week " . 

Not impressed w e a g r e e d t h e best thing was an early pint in t h e local w h e r e 
w e v o w e d never t o return. 

Warrington The North West Face St Annes Church (Tel. 01925.560022) 

O w n e d a n d run by 4 exper ienced climbers. Highly r e c o m m e n d e d . 

Easily found a n d a l though a little further to t ravel is a quicker journey (40 
minutes) t ravel south d o w n t h e M6 to junct ion 22. M62 a n d exit to Newton . 
Situated in o n o ld Church. Has a climbers shop c a f e a n d courses, no 
showers. Large (750 sq Metres) very safe 13 metre high lead wal l with 
extensive r o p e d up a n d boulder ing areas w h i c h are c h a n g e d frequently. 
Undergoing extension for the Winter season. Entrance is £4:00 for members . 

Kendal - The Lakeland Climbing Centre Cumbria (TeL 01539 721766) 

M a n a g e d by Kate Philips a n d Mark Holt. Excellent. 

Easily f o u n d a n d a l though a little further t o t ravel is a g o o d journey (40-45 
minutes) t ravel up the M6 a n d turn right th rough Kendal to the Lake District 
Business Park. Situated in a n o ld , very large mill. Excellent, up t o 20 met re 
high wal l a rea with various types of surfaces. Has a unique (I think?) 
c l imbob le stalact i te m a d e of wire f rame a n d resin. Very friendly staff, C a f e 
a n d shower ava i lab le . Gear c a n b e hired for a small fee . Entrance £4:50. 
£4:00 for members . Off p e a k £2:50 C a n g e t very busy on a w e t day . 

Leeds- The Leeds Wall (Tel 0113234 1554) .- ' . : .'- - . : 

Easily found a n d a l though a little further t o t ravel is a g o o d journey of 1 Hr 10 
minutes on the M6 a n d M62, M621 a round 70 t o 80 miles but worthwhi le. 
Follow the signs for Leeds United footbal l Ground, at the cross-roads with a 
p u b across t h e r o a d on the left, turn right d o w n Ge lde rd Rd. (A62) towards 
Leeds cent re . The purpose built bui lding is across a small r o u n d a b o u t a n d on 
t h e left. A d e d i c a t e d c l imbing cent re up to 13 metres high c o a t e d a n d 
featu red ply wi th bo l t -on holds overhang ing up to 6 metres, a n d up t o 850 sq 
metres of wal l surface. Excellent facilities including a v iewing b a l c o n y with 
c a f e plus a large wel l s tocked climbers shop showers a n d c h a n g i n g . Well 
wor th a trip in t h e wet te r months with a car full to share Xs. Entrance £5:00 
a n d £4:00 off peak . If any o n e has visited other really g o o d walls wor th a 
d a y out please let m e know. 

i h a v e heard the Ingleton wal l is pretty g o o d . 

Dave Westby 
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The Times Tlxey Are A ChemgiM.' 

/ I sideways look at historic and contemporary views of climbing. 

Number 1 - AGE 

"Of equa l a n d e v e n greater i m p o r t a n c e is the c l imber himself - his individual 
equ ipment , b o t h menta l a n d physical. The writer holds strong views that 
c l imbing is only suitable for those w h o h a v e r e a c h e d a n a g e of discretion. 
Boys may b e taken out by their exper ienced elders, but before the a g e of 
t w e n t y - o n e serious work such as lead ing, should not b e under taken. The 
question of over-straining the bodi ly powers, t h o u g h this may prove serious, is 
not in mind here, but rather the youthful lack of responsibility. The sad 
records of any publ ic school w h i c h has bird-nesting crags within conven ient 
r e a c h will a c c e n t u a t e this. On rock boys will b e boys a n d the spirit of 
compet i t ion c a n n o t b e e r a d i c a t e d . Amongst those of a saner a g e , e v e n to 
the years of s e c o n d c h i l d h o o d , this same t e n d e n c y is prone to e m e r g e . 
Lucky the m a n or w o m a n w h o is e q u i p p e d with e n o u g h discretion to keep it 
under c o n t r o l . " Extract From 'First Steps to Climbing' by George D. Abraham (1923) 

"The a g e at wh ich y o u n g climbers start leading should d e p e n d u p o n their 
o w n att itudes a n d ambit ions. Choosing grades is also a'personal c h o i c e a n d 
n o - o n e should b e brow b e a t e n into t o p roping or leading anyth ing they 
d o n ' t w a n t to c i imb. There should b e no stigma in not leading, or leading 
only indoors. Get c l imbing a n d c l imb w h a t you feel c o m f o r t a b l e do ing - no 
more, no less. 

If youngsters d e c i d e to lead there ore some sensible steps to taken to help. 
Youngsters m a y b e h a p p y c l ipping bolts on walls or sport routes, but having 
tradit ional p rotect ion , a n d knowing h o w to p l a c e it effect ively a n d securely, 
is another stor/. We c a n see if a bolt 's c l i p p e d but w e c a n ' t see if a 
c a m m e d hex is go ing to p o p . With ' t r a d ' gear particularly, caut ion must b e 
t h e w a t c h w o r d a n d the only sure w a y to learn is f rom exper ience. 

Whatever else parents a n d adults feel they should or should not d o , there 
ore t w o absolute 'NoNo's ' . Don ' t pressurise kids to c l imb - they will not thank 
you for it a n d will almost certainly rebel . Remember to that a l though many 
kids w o n t t o enter compet i t ions they should never b e pushed into t h e m 
against their will If you d o n ' t c l imb yourself try to int roduce t h e m to a c lub 
or to responsible a n d c o m p e t e n t adul t climbers. Remember though that 
those adults m a y b e w a r / of the potent ia l risk f rom a m b u l a n c e chasing 
lawyers. 

Our y o u n g climbers ore our future. They will b e the next generat ion of 
ordinary climbers, mountaineers a n d m a y b e nat ional a n d international 
compet i t ion cl imbers. Adults, younger c o m p e t e n t climbers a n d c lub 
members please fo rego a little of your o w n t ime a n d pleasure, he lp the next 
generat ion a n d so secure the future of our sport." Extract From 'Gripped' -
Climbing Kids by David France. BMC Summit Magazine. Winter 1997 

Dave Wood 
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AND FINALLY, 

A Drought That 
is Not Yet Over 

FYLDE MOUNTAINEERING CLUB 
( A f f i l . o t e d to t h e Br i t i sh M o u r t s i n e e r r n g CSLJ-ICIJ 

I4Bagot St., 
Blackpool, 
F Y l 6EZ. 

24/9/97 

Letter to Swinside > > > TEARS n OUR PFFRS 

Top Tips 
This months Tip:-

If stuck in a hut in the Alps 
in a sudden heavy snowfall 

without snow shoes 
Simply take the grills 

from the grill pans and strap 
them to your boots ..Hey 

presto works a treat! 
..Courtesy Phil Caley 

The 17ih of January was a sad day indeed for many of our dub members it was on that 
day we discovered thai our favourite Lakeland pint was oo longer being ser\'ed in the 
Swirtside, Some had even uaveled from as far as Durham and London expecting to 
refresh themselves after their long drive nonh with a smooth pint of Jennings Bitter. 

All weekend the talk in the hut and on the hill was of the demise of Jennings at our 
favourite watering hole. Indeed the climbs and walks performed that weekend were 
done with heavy hearts and a cenain melancholy. 

Our members have urged us, the committee, to send you this tetter and implore that 
you reconsider your decision not to s€rve Jennings Bitter. We look forward to the day 
when we can once again rela.x in your wonderful hostelry-̂  pint of Jennings in hand 
recounting our tales of daring deeds on the crags and hills of the Lakes. 

AND F O R CHRISTMAS. . . 
Thinking of Taking your dog on the Crag ? 
Why have the little mutt whining in the cold 
when you can get it 

Yours Faithfully 

S. Wrigiey 
Chairman. 

Doggie Bomber Jacket 
H. Outfit your canine 
with Bombs A w a y ' " Bomber Jacket. 
Your dog wili definitely command 
attention with this capine rendition of 
what the master wears. Designed of 
waterproof polyurethane imitation 
leather. Features thick, warm flannel 
lining, nylon with lambskin collars, 
pocket welts and embroidered shoul­
der patch. Available in sizes 10". 12", 
14", 16", 1 8 ' and 20". Measure your 
dog f rom base of neck to the begin­
ning of the tail. 

#00097 Doggie Bomber Jacket 

S29.95 (5.95) 

Poocho Poncho'^ Pet Raincoat 
B. The Poocho Poncho ' " will keep man's best fr iend d.-y in 
wet weather. Made of red PVC laminated to a woven back­
ing. Features include a drawstnng hood, adjustable waist­
band, a wmdproof tail strap and a removaoie visor. Sizes 
S(14-16"). M(18-20"), L(22-24"), and XL (2D -30" } . T O deter­
mine size, measure your pet from the base of the neck to 
the base of the tail. Specify size when ordenng, 
#00074 Poccho Poncho ' " Pet Raincoat 329.95 (5,95) 

> > > >HAPPY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE...BYE BYE NOW...Watch you don't drink too much 
and he horribly sick all ov»r the place ]uit like lail Chiltima t aJtr^yi tilt rMC =J.™y, 7^ll>r baamid 
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