FYLDE #OUNTAINEERING CLUB ‘ MARCH, 1967.

NEWSLETTER

FILTHY RICH AND CATFLAPS

Another year swirls away and it's time again for that big night
in the club calendar -~ The A.G.l.. B

The faithful gather round the stage to hear our chairman,

fir. Farle, strike off last year and usher us intc a new one.
All's going well, I. thought, until he slaggzed off the News-
letter! That's it! . I'm not writing any more! I'11 find
someone else to do the job! )

Little did I know that I would be blogged later to carry on
writing these very pages. ‘

The meeting progfessed at a good pace, as did the ale
zuzzling. The first thing to crop up was that you may well
find the minutes of the AGH enclosed with this publication.
George Parker then brought up the subject of Fire Doors at
Stair. These could be in the form of Big Cat Flaps! Some=
¢ suggested that they would have to be BIG, as there were
tainly some BIG CATS in the FMC! "So long as they were big
ef®ugh for Steve Swindells they'd be OR' I thought, recalling
the incident & few years ago when Steve, returning home from a
- night on the town had lost his key. The only way in was

- through the cat flap. Steve was found halfway threough. the
flap, fast aaléep cbviously finished off by his efforts.

The next thing I knew Hule & was getting some stickj; what-
ever Rule & is? . Then followed the election of officers and
‘hopefully a beer break!

No controversy here, but I was & bit worried by the reappoint-
ment of the Club Secretary, having caught him on a number of
occasions trying to got into the wrong room clutching armfuls of
of ale!l Mew names werc hevin Stephens, hut secretary at Little
Langdale; John Hickman at Stair and Louise Fortune, taking

over as Social Secretary from a very impressive Donald Duck.

God help her trying to keep you lot happy on a Wednesday evening.
An -unenviable taslk! Tour new committee members took their
seats - Pete Ruscoe (new?), Dave Wood, Don Nichol and Cherry
barle.

The Treasurer,Panl Taylor, declared the Club still 'stinking
rich'and then proceeded to propose an increase in club fecs!
Obviously to funé his increasingly frequent trips abroad.
degaring this cheering news, the meeting began to dole out

ng
the club's money to various expeditions, guide boocks, member-
ship cards, tece and sweat shirts etc! Several people felt

left out!? Hick Telley appealed for some dosh for new caving

cguipment and Dave Clark enguired about more coach nmeets.

We were reminded that club car stickers were still available
and that the Club Jinner would again 'happen' at the 0ld
Dungeon Glyll. Fevin appealed for names for the proposed
Preston Climbing ¥Wall which definitely loolks like happening.

It was 10.55, last orders and the meeting was brought to a
close. 'Not bad' as they 3o, I thought, as I headed for that
last pint. 'The end of another club year and the beginning of .
a new era. Az I walked down the stairs I passed the
Secretary - aras full of beer, still trying to get into that
roon!

Martin Dale
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are welcomed. as. Introductory. Mlembers:

vr & Hrs. John and Gayuor A1len. 75 Curneragh Lane, Whitting-

Hark Watson )
Bridget Williams
John G.William

i=hn B Tre%orf%h.“'
'Jén Shafﬁlos

Gavin Baxter

Neal Robinsaon (Robbo)

Gary Redford
Bion:kurray.

-Alistair -R. Welsh

1~ﬁry Mulddon

‘l,Hebster.

David Brock D

Wichola Bamford ).
Cradifs-Siith

Alan Hoore (

TULL i

Jehn Barnes,
Dave Ynitmore,

CHANGES -OF 40D

Mogt Hembars

Pe'tﬂ & Sheilo I

Bdv Barker

U

AVATLABILITY
Harch- 6=7th ..
e A3=kth
20-21st.-
R 2( 2‘){,11
April 3-4th
”10~|1tn
17-10th
24-25%h

lave a new address lis
any errors on your list; please report theu

will now

ham, Preston, PR3 24N
31 S8tole Avenue,. Blackpool.

6 Snderley Court, Thoraton,
Blackpool, FY5 5J8.
Tel: &251L2.
. 2 Uxford koad, St.Annes on
Sea, FY3 2BA, Tel: 726632.
12 Pennine View, firkhar.
Tel: {irkham 683438,
9% Push Lane, Frecklcton,
Lancs. Tel: Freckléton 535088
2’3 Baldwin Grove, Blaclkpool.
Tel: 67105. o
47 Preston Hew Rd, Blackpool.
23 ifirkstone Avenuc? TMestwood,
Lancs. Tel: Fleetwood 3058.
19 Oregon Ave., Layten, B'pool.
Tel: 32487n -
104, Bisphanm Roau, Blackpool.
FY2 ONN. Tel: 53916.
17 Hillside Ave., Dowbridse,
Kirkham. Tel: Kirkhem 685147,
46, Lancaster Avenve, Creat
Eccleston, PR3 OXX.Tel:70996.
12 Eastway, ¢reck7e+0 ;Lancs.
Tel: Freclkleton chU?u
16, Sidney QVLpups Dlackpool.
Tel: 58687.

Rhona Giles, Hark Jackson,
cn and Bob Darker.

t. If there arc
to the Bditor.
d

1

15 Delaware R4, Hoo Hill, Layton,
Blackpool. Tels 302209, 7. ;
12k W.7th St., Deer Park, New York -

11723, US4, _ -
Yel. Ne. should read: Longridze 3158,
29 Caxton Ave., Bispham, Blackpool.

G Thornhill Road, Buckden ifount,
Edzerton, Huddersfield, W.Vorks.

/uqun
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Hay 1~3rd S . Langdale May Day
8~0th o © Btair
_ 19~10Lh ‘ Lanzgdale
- 22-2hth o ~ Stair “Whitsun
29=30th Langdale
June 5-6th Stair
12=15th Langdale
15-20th . Stair
26-27th . Hut to Hut (Both Huts)
July 3-4th . Stair
10-11th , Vazs Hut
17-18th - B " Stair
2L-25tn : -Langdale
31-1st Augz. - Stair.
SOCIALS
A11 =t the Brack Sﬁortu‘una Social Club, Poulton, on the first
Wednesday of the wonth. 8.30 pm start, unless otherwise indicated.
1st April Slide Competition
6th iay  talta Rock Climbs.

Roger Brookes shows us the delights of climbing on this island
in the Hed. and no doubt will be flogzing his imminent New Routes
uide Booli. :

~t

It should be noted that the Club now officially meet at the Breck
and members can go to the Club any Wednesday evening to meet in
the baru Stay tuned to the monthly fact shbets for nmore up~to-
date details about meets and socilals.

OU‘DOOR HIWEDS

14-15th Harch Family Weekend Little Langdale
21=-22nd Harch Working Weekend Little Langdale

Levin will be hoping to keep up the good work of Phil Caley

on this "Spring Cleaning ”“mt” so lels have 2 zood turnout from
you people cut there. Remeribers all you intro. members a
working weeliend counts as two meets towards full membership!

26-29th Harch  Introductery llembers Heet, Stair.
Meet Leader: Pete Rogscoe, Tel: Blackpool 302209.

A chance for all youw intro. members mentioned earlier plus
many more to get into Club meets and going to the huts.
Tucludes a*l¢ﬂﬂef5’ Rock Climbing, so lets see all you budding
Johnny Dawes'es out there doing it! ' T

Qtn~55h Aprll

Heet Leader:

renadec - Moelwyns Hut
Harding.

The weelkend afi you've leerneﬁ the ropes, a chaxnce to go out

and practicel An excellent meet to a. crag with somethinz for

eVeryone . Also walking in the Moelwyns.  The hut is just

seconds from the crag, or vice versa and the cafe is just over

the road. The pub’s a hit further but sells zood Marstons -
7ell worth the wall! ‘

R 17tu~20th April  THE SOUTH WEST (Rock Climbing)
Aeet T eader: Phil Caley. ' ' g

" This locks like being a 'full bore' Cornwall meet: the likes of
which have not becn seen since John Tats left for Hong longl
For those of you who don't remember that it's.a fair few years
ain.. With weather hotting up and 2 new zuide to go at
with loads orllliant routes, this prouiszes to be,one hell
of & meet!

th
of

Jooa bt
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ACHITASHELLACH , SCOTLAND -
tune.  Tel. Fleetwood 6547,

This place lies somewhere north of Fort Bill, in Scotland -
> \ q N . B

HJut Accomwiodation.

TiHE -'Lw SYLL?LBUSE

C/ H

_upalc shlcleicll card Cont*Lmo
: all the oli favourltes plus
@3, soue of which are revealed below!

1y Yeekiond) | FAMITY WEEE
CORRIS HUT
Leader: John'Hlﬂﬂdan, Te1°H32650¢dhﬂ
aut in o2 villae with o wvonderful pub.
ales & - at b;m Cow:rcq or on Laaer LLflSa

- INTRODUCTORY i
'.:LITTLE LANGDALE?

show their
faces at the ﬁthmr hutn nupcfully t;; nee t 1eader will be
able to keep kis heer down on this occasion!

WHIT YEEKEND ISLE OF MAN

the logistics of running a
If this proves a little costly,
iy ne used againq

CLUNIE LODGE
Tel: Garstang 4169
Walking in the highlands of Scotland on thlS ever popular week

WEL: "“-ID7 51 'x"[ R

-Lae out ide
..:’J:l;'_'Z : U._L‘f-"fl-

115 and crect }
will he apy rcc11to-

T
13817

this brilliant =
harn. The cost is in-

ur boat fare (yes, no

K}

i juu1’ on thz boat. iick reduirces
itive of &5.00. if possible before Easter.
sntzct 10* Tor more details. B ‘

Deon Nichol, would llkﬂ:*a nublicly
111nu to wention his Chinz Lecture
eport.

bers, and Q1GCOO for 301nt
t fr. t] L1
~ut there have -

ind you, whilst the.Treasurcr is
A .

tl now due. Pleg e send them
off %ﬁ Hr t-he can deal with them on

his e

alo5 self-confessed paid swine.
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HUT FEES EEMAIN UNC&AJGED'

A great victeory. for the massed act1ve5 makwn@ the huts the
cheapest dosses in the country! 8o get up there more often,
slumbering ﬂembelshlp, and make use of the Club's assets.

BIG LECTURE SUGCESS

The big lecture at the T eanlowb Centre back in October,
starring our very own members raised £150.00. A cheque for
this amount was presented to hendal riountain Rescue Team at
the recent .social Dj our c:n.aurnarLJ Dave Earle.

1987 TYLDE M.C. FHI TSTWAR EXPEDITION

Plans are already well advanced for an expedition made up of
Fylde members to visit the khistwar region of the Himalayas
in Autumn 1987. fdembers of the expedition, Andy Dunhill,
Stuart Gascoyne, Hark Jackson, A1 Peel and Rogzer Brookes.are
hoping to bag an unclimbed peak7 Hagshu, 21/22,000 feet high
during their trip. At the A.G.M., the Club ‘agreed to donate
2250.00 to the ex pedltlon and also make a further £1,000.00
avéil%ble te the lads whilst ‘they are out there to draw upon
in' the event:of any desperate e'*leraency° This of course would
be repayable. The Club wishes you all good luck with this
venture. We w1ll keen you informed of any further develop-
ments in these pages.

HALTA GUIDEBGOL

Roger Brookes' long avaited, FMC funded valta zuidebook is
< L) 9 7 [

due in the shops in April. It contains over 200 new routes
with 'E' grades and technical grades. Host of these were put

up by Roger and other membars of the Club and apparently there's
5till more to go at. The guide will cost £2.99 but there

should be some zoing at a reduced rate to Club nlembers, avallable
from the SBecretary. '

WIN A HALTA GUIDEBOCE! |

4

Yes! To comiennrate the release of this fine publication
you could win a lalta guide signed by the author, in Stuart
Gascoyne's not sc very easy competition. Includes fabulous
prizes for the rumners up! Read on for more dztails.

GRINDLEFORD HOT

We Have now ﬂrronﬂ to a reciprocal rights' deal with the Uni-
versity of Lonuou Mountain Clubh for the use of thcir hut in
Grindleford, Derbyshire. This deal is for a year's trial
run only at present znd allcws us to use the hut, booking

10 days in advance and is limited to 4 people at a time, and
the same for them at our huts. We had a very successful
meat there la St year, and the hut is excellent and in a fine
situation. Anyone consideriag taking a team there, contact
tife Dooling Secretary, John VWiseman, for more details

B.if,C. NEWS LMD COLR

As usual at this time of year the Editor is showered with loads
of leaflets, brechures ste. about BYC courses, holidays etc..
This year is no exception. Anyone intercsted in climbing 55 in
a week, using o compass underwater, hunting the yeti in North
Wales, ice climbing in Cormwall, being a sherpa in Lhistwar,
even rock climbing for the over 50s, please contact the Editor

/eveo 6
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Tor more details. Gther BFIC news includes their Annual
Dinner: thi the Royal Ozk latel, heswick on Sat.
27th Abfll are »10. OO(_,aEO for a group booking
of § or mﬁre)o Thiz includes the usual disco and the guest
speaker, Sid L 1 e Langdale lountain rescue Team.
the same venue at 4.30 P on the

A 8

The AGH will he held at

sane daya. Also of note is the Symposiwa entitled Rock '87 ~
1 ! T a

on @odern rock climbin fb'be held at
! 1687 from 10.30 am "til late.
rock climbing names a1l fl@klnr
cikets are 35,00 and includes the
inevitable disco bar which will stay apen 'til you drop
it says here. exactly conducive to high standard rock
climbing, but in wy view probably the bhest bit'.

The State of the Artf
Flas Y-Brenin on

This features a
his or her nusc]

Further details frow the Bditor.

LTv been fitted to Stair which means

in R.C.B. (?) has rece
e showers. Also the immersion tank now has

T
no more shocks iﬁ Tt

a 10vbly new red jacket. Simon Penna has been-seen recently
walking aroun Jear¢u¢ the old onec. These though will prove

a0 deéterrent EJ the 1. menace at both huts. Jerry Bvans
has recently got into the habit of getting inta the wrong ‘
ogﬂL when ¢CLurn1n from wrly morning bog visit. Fortu-

and uvsually Jjust goes to sleep,
He has managed to steer himself

reﬁardless o 2 5
18 so far. How can this man be stc ﬂpPG

2
into the

You have

’-‘3
3
—t |_|
(]
Py
o]
.
=
o
]

pickers
of zood

of a new senson and
you with. But Tirst

from over the border

an ascent of an 5.6

was aided and abstted

1 Both of them have now

for the new season Creensponge
and Clarkey was 5es ce

“it easy on Z2's wi

sustained injurie
hag an TAndy Pollitt
sloping absut at lia

L AL, gL
heer elbow', . 1 Tor our top team. Bzc¢ck here in ”Lankie”,
following & trip to y Wood smashed down a wall with
] il zsulting in broken b“ﬂcsu Dﬁve h?pe” to bc fit

at the Rock. Ehe MllE teamn rbtvraef trlumn
o "Dave Cundry (now known as Chundy
ecent bowlting episoda) and Panl Taylor man

LVS, This wnfortunately looks set to miss the new
i ookes also returned recently with a stack of
izland. Roger has also more recently
bmlﬁlu of new routes 1n Lhe ILlanberis slate
7 Distance Funner™ £2 5B/C, and

n light™ £% 6A.  3Zoth required bolt

of the short routes on the Rain Dog Wall

-

U}

il

(A

oIrs
lollow1n$ a2
new route &%
sulde.
newies

3eC -,Jl'l El_l ng on

TUNners as oid

at Malham which Paul Grecnperscn helpsd develop +n1u sumuer,
i MOlJ Tremels & 5/6, and Afterburn E4 64, Requir np none of
T O H

28 Hartin Dale and Any Dunhill s new route
in thoese excellent two wesks of weather

of Reasons E3 HC. Takes o Wall and Groove
«u1nu“bJuL Direct above Jacks Rake. Mick Van Culik's

working in fAobleside proved fairly Fru¢f7 ess, except for a
of second ascents on newly developed Erne Cruq, Hydale.

feooc 7



g
\j

Altogether then, not a bad year for nobs everywhere.

This year's ice has been sparse in most parts but good in
Scotland. Al Peel and tiark Jackson will testify to that.

Apart from getting drunk and partying 'til 4 a.m. in various
parts of Scotland, the boys haVélticked off some impressive
routes. Parallel B or Lochnagar, and Orion Face Direct/

Astral Highway on the Ben, to name but two. Also beavering away
up ;there has been Dave Whitwore, Phil Caley and one Joseph

Bone. & bit of ice earlier in January in the Lakes enabled Hartin
Dale to mekehis ice coumeback after some § years and also Jerry Bvans,
his debut with Simon Fenna in the lead on an incomplete Dove Crag
Gully, Grasmcor. Hot on their tails after doing the Force were
Hick Tolley, wev Stephens and Steve Halton. Ice in Wales has been
pretty,pooroﬂevertheless Roger Brookes manazed to drag his bolt
kit up Pyramic¢ Gully on the Black Ladders. Barly though it is,
the rock has. already been hot. Dack at the beginning of February
four keen lads hit Crookrise on a brilliant springlike day. iHany
routes were done, notably Sole and sothers Little Helper by Glenn
Brockes and Andy Blaylocli; Hovis Direct by Martin Dale: Crease
Direct, Blaylock and Dale and Ruffian by all. A big team went
to italham for the day recently and many routes were done, notably
Sundance Wall by #Marl Harding. The same weekend in the Lakes
Simon Fenna led Lransic Direct with Jerry Evans whilst dHartin Dale
led a struggling Colin Downer up Grasp. The following day Dale
and Fenna disvensed with thé ﬁasty Little Battering Ranm, the

top pitch proving a bit of a punp. Vews is just in that down in
Vales, Bolter Brookes has knocked off a new route in the Lianberis
Slate Quarries. The. .Great Curve is in between the other two
previously mentioned routes and is E2 5C.. Well done Roger!
That's about it kids!

A new hit of prom to climb on has been discovered by Guy Wilson,
that flying hairdresser, iick Van Gulik and mighty Mark Oardiag.
It is now fully laden with arm wrenching'Harding hits". Too much
laying off the "L" pinching the "I7, slapping for the "FY and
dyno'ing off the "I have left poor iark nursing a shoulder
injury.

I hope I haven't given too nuch away there! By the way, Guy
charges © o

£3. for sen and 4. for women.: For haircuts that is.

Bye for now,. )
The Big Nose.

Stop Press: Chris Thistlethwaite has Just landed a job back
in this country, so n» dauvbt he will soon be burning .up the
Zrit around Colne! Good to have you back, Chris.

IT'S COMPETITION TINE!!

THE GREAT SHEFPIRLD +iEE0 MYSTERY

d}

g

Une typical weeliend a group of 5 nobs found themselves in
Sheffield where they went to a party on the Friday night.

In a subsequent discussiosn in "The Rule"™ it was revealed that
nobs was involved in a siznificant incident on

the Friday night ond each did a different thing on the Saturday.
Snippets »f this receunt of = sojourn to that well-known spa
were overhsapdlby a certain person. This person (for want of =2
better name that is what we shall call him) made notes with a
view to getting our hapless heroces banned from the club.
Unfortunately for him he was too thick to work it all out.

Here are his notest- '

S
3
/hc.ne 9
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1. Andy spent all evening at the party chatting up a girl.
2. Alan sle 1' till 2.C0 poil. on the Saturday but he was not the

‘noh who threw up over the stereo ths previous night.

5. The wearer of the
he had: forgot the
for the weeliend.

ealised on the Fridsy night tha
that his mother had made him

4. The nob who did a runner from the curry house went climbing
on the Saturday This was not Glenn.

ires went walking on the second day

5. The nob whe V.

¥a e -
1S wWaad

5. The nob whu crashed the car on Friday night did neot wear
Hanwags. OUn Saturday someone overslept, someonc went
climbing and somecne olse got lost walling back from the
house of cue of the zirls =t the party. fiartin did none

“of these.

7o COnly Martin and Mark wore yellow legwear.

shopping on the Saturday.

. Someons
The following is an extract from the transcript of a ta Afets]
recording mads by the ”mole baci at the hut in Litfle Langdale.

(voice 1) "The bes thlim I've found for climbing in-

t
is my yellow Ron Hill tracksuit bottoms and
a pair of

Craratz’

Hanwzgs nnd 2 pair of LITA

here’s no pose value. Get yourself

t
ome hallet tizhts nob'”

sn yellow with purple polka

’3
ut the cheapo BSTHREES that

ots. Pity ab
H

(voice 4) Mell I weer Fires with mins!

Avoice 2) TYeah are fluorescent blue
o

irees and purple snowimen.
te be on the same crag

(voice

]

(voice what about wre; Rockstars

(voice 4) ”¥sa but your crotchless tights and boxer

tz are obscene’

shorts

{voice 5) e ’1 they keep ne cool in sunmer”

B0 who did what, when and what did they wear?

The answer to this proablem msay be found logically and I recommend
"set theary’ as a useful abstraction of the prablem.

Any reseumblence of those herein.slandered to nobs zlive or dead
1
CG -

is ol course totally intentional.

The winner ‘L;L receiva a copy of the new ClLJ produccd falta

Three runners-up will each receive o signed copy of
1 @ author. -
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Complete the following sentencé in not more than twelve words
and send your entry to the Bditor:

T would like to live in Surrcy beCRUSE .ceono..

Closing Date for this waazing competition iz st July.
The best completed sentences may well be published in a future
newsletter so long a5 they hre not too obscon:?

THE DOLOMIT:S AND /ENICE . AUG/SEPT. 1986.

Fer anyone with = spare Torinight, the following holiday notes
any be of interest:-

[*}
Saturday: Fly to Venice, bus to Plazzella Roma. Hazical
first impressions of canals in the moonlizht.
Sunday: . Intend to do some.of Alta Via 2 - Sella, iar

e
12da and Pale di San Fertino. Leave tourist clothes behind
in suit cases and fill up sacks with food such as jam,
marmarlade, pate, sardines. Train goes to Verona, then
north thro! Yrente ond eventually disembark at Bolzano. -
zhout 3 hours from Venice - very cheap, about £6.50. eichu
Convenient bus thro' Val Garuena with exoulslte ski resorts.-
After 2 hours disenmbark at Passo gprdena (2137m), quite a
lot »f new snow on the ground and we're dreused for & heat

wave!l Bus =nly CJSLu e 50

Hurry into the aearest rlfugio shivering =and to cur relief
they can put us up;  palatial roous.

gl
Honday:  Awake to brilliant views cof Sella Group. Set off
south and are n climbing an exposed Urotecbed path up Va l
Setus with o fair coverin: of ice aand snow.. it all

lilkte this?

After one husur ewmerie

into sun on Sella plateau and soon at
Rifugio Boe (2073u) dormit
Iz

itory booked, then off up Piz Boe
(3152m) easy ascent. abulous views of Pelmo, Civetta and
HMarmalada. i
Tuesday: her brilliant wmorning. Up at 7.30, first experi-

nents with r*le in floor type 1loo. Seée a zolden eagle bencath
and many wild flﬁxers and hear the marmots squeaking.
thusply ¢ a clumsy Jdog ruaning past - we look ond
ft away scurrying dewn the hill-
look at us, Christine in glee-

et

izgliont, old and classy. - Food aand wine
I8T0 . es mountain dan T@TOUS, ice field
under Forcella de rarmalada needs crampons and axe and via
ferrata on west ridge impossible because of ice. Ye decide
to give it a miss.

Wednesday: Huts working out about £10. per nizht. Agcend
1,000 m to Forcella Rossa (2500m). It takes 4 hours, but
then have bheautiful pastoral views towards Passo di San
Pellipgrino. e stagmer in to Rifugio wuralage (1619m)

raom in cellar down = staircase, showers, =it down loao.
Fixed menl very good.

zzle, rifuzio has

n ntly set off into
roup up 2 steep slone, cloud lifts to give
vlaz. & high ridge path and zood slab

/aeeo0

Thursday: Down to Passo di Valles in 4
magnificent spaghettl and wine. Relunc
the San Martino
good views of ii.

ri
*q
[#5]




P.10

scrambling eventually lead to Rifugin ¥ulaz (2571a) in a .
very lonely spat surrounded by enorious cliffs. Only us and 2
other English in the hut, have been canpingF We xo to bed

sarlier and sarlier each night -~ about & o'clock by this stase.

Friday: It has been snowing but we snd Brits o on to the
Peur tti via the exhilerating 'Sentiero dells Farangole'.
3¢ scrambling up snow cnvered screes in *he mist, the Passo
1 -
.E

le eppears high in the sky (2932m), the highest
oF L we get_Lnure and soon the rope is

P 1ittle zully with snow and ice on the
opes with chamoix playing a2 long wa
and a ste.p‘gl“a ahove 2 waterfall

] n the Rifugio Pedrotti (2581m)

r

)

The 2

and we escort Peter and J4illian to cable
car, hest of luck in her interview and wave
them gooohyeo myaelf and Christine suddenly feel alone, the
hut atmesphere we doen't like - they even want our passports.
st spectacular thunderstorm - feel sorry for the 2 Drits

camping .

i

e,

Saturday: Outside 5" of snow and brilliant sunshine.
Stylish iLal“aps arrive and stand around the path indicators
like sheep wallting be led - you'd think they would know
theilr own mountains by now! Set off like on a winter's day
Just following the trail in the snow. Hoad down ‘2 magnifi-
cent Tlat-bhott v“lley with camponili on either side and
arrive at the Rifuzios Pradidali (2270W) 'ﬁffefed ACComEodn -
Lllﬂ up a ladder ia the roof.. Christine thinks it a great:
T ¢ most of the night with freezing s. |
even in the worst situations Lhern iz humour - 2 Cermans are in
poat - 'nice place in 5

nnd tney had the nerve o char

Sundzys Hetura to Fadrotti to mect Peter via Passo di 3all
(2 Brit) (2443Zm). Tetter =tm nsphere this time, even asked
wheire we'a been since our last chi but piace heavinz vkt
uer@hnuc Pet&r ArTrive ‘ ‘ him again, we

: sing-

ies 2ll uover 2gain.

fonday: Arrive
for the Via Ferr
Tor hundred of fe
and wysell worri
we? ; Wi Les arrive - one of

glOVﬂP
and nake
2t 6uruhr

ing we'lve
see er nt LL¢1V
after a lot apprehension descend =
steep wail = 11yl = what a place to
finish. We sat off on ?14% which

great day bhut late back.

DrCVES WOrse
But this time at least we're

Another niy

I3

ey 4= . h
at thb Progi

not in the roof,

i)

-
o

=)
P
o8
&
@]
=
il
(¢}

ramhling

W)
e

3
arrive ot the col
o

¥ to Thw valley

N |

5

ri’ I—;IO
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A rich Swisg lady has brought her own guide to climb with.
Christine finelly gets her wish - palenta and funghi (tinned
Aushroons) = won't be having it again.

Wednesd Two little butter portions cost us
LWOOOi et ast lap to Passc Cereda Walk down

to i Pripiers via zlpine pastures amensst people hawing
the " Tonadico is 2 1ing old town of narrow cobbled

O is
streets and Flers dl Pri
slase of Ullo,

miers provides a VeluOML sandwich and

~aisht to VLHlCC and
1 little towns like :
srell is horrendous.  Down to
own with canals and fine avenues
¢ over the couscway to Venice.
clothese and a shower and are
again. '

Cateh a buz to
narrow vallc

N

e our o0

FPeter rings Gillian. She has got the job. Another hottle
of wine!l ' :

mn

Thurscay: Venice is the wost fascinating place in the world.
St.tlarls Sguare and Basilica, stylish shops and bars; lots
of glass and mnsquerades. Catch water-bus to Murano,island
of the glass fa

actories. Lovely and guiet; another world from
8t .arks. ‘ :

Friday: Get up at 7.30 but can’t get on Grand Canal for
- sat on boats reading the papers like on Southern
Ancther day of culture; this morning Titian's
n.  Lunch on a doorstep on waterfront. Peter has
inte sardine tias. About to start emtlng when ‘door
tylish Llady wallis ont - feel like Lﬂglloh vagruniu'

in late afternnon visit lsland of St. George,. this time Tintoretto's.
uuCUb¢fuL evening vicws frum the tower - bozts and ships in

all directicns - and an entric priest takes us up.and down

in the 1ift and interrc es us in latin. ‘

Saturday: Yot another ;wurqcv down Grand Canzsl. You could do
i [ hirie: Palace. Dnormous paintings,

of Sighs and dungesons they put
~ Vivaldi wver the loudspe
22, RArTrow Sureﬁts, alao bt

Casenova in. 5
Wander into 2 v
noverty but

Reluctantly bhack to the aotel and eventuvally airborne for

ﬂanchestere

ht-  &160

Tatal cost each of o wemorable holidays flig
. Tn i ey OO
t hatel Ha QO
spending money (including large
amounts of wing) £200

& Peter Llewellyn.

With sympathy tc Gerog Farker who would have been great company
¢ thne way but who had to cancel because of injury. . Better luck

Sy
L3t e

- Barrie Croak

feann 12
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fISSILES rROin GOUDER

A pleasant Suanday afternoon, beautiful Borrowdale scenery, =
classic route, good coumpany, the occasional wuwhoop! = Yep,
this is what I've worked all week for - it all seems worth it

NOW.

The setting is Gowder cras
to do Tool's Paradise. ave sagnun Wood o
embarked on faleidoscope. {n the second ; h, I crossed
Dave's ropes and met the pentle aroma of his feet, politely
perched a metre or so above my head. de discussed affairs
of a route finding anature, as young wmen do in such circum~
stances, and pr.acecdedon our separate ways

Dave Cundy had

Comfortably 1nmt1]lcq on my belay, although there was an

sbzsence of an ashtray or a Hartey's pull pupp, my frame of mind

was still such higher than norsal as Jerry set off on the
second pltch. 3y this time Dave's fest were the only visible
sirns that there was anybody fastened to the top of his rope

s he moved leftwards to ascend the pgroove to the block belay
above.

=

A few minutes later when only occasional zlimpses of the feet

wera to be scen, the dreaded deep noise of sonething or ne-
body detaching 1b“eLf from the crag was heard. © I immediately
looked in the direction of the feet and saw two blocks of
considerable size (one about ﬁant lone) hurtling towards

Dave Cundy. Thelhlocks glanced the bvttress and ;lided above
his head with a few 1ncheo of scalp space to spare Dave's
Whelow' shout had ﬂl“euv/ heen mudc at this stage and Dave

Cundy’s head was well and truly tucked under his arms, one of
which tool: the birunt of Chb siaLlLr detachments which cane :

GOWN .

iod

from benecath his )
-t Nol? feeling. dnyway both

after the reoute was done werac
2o

Cundy for blowing a ras
for such bad fortune.

iy . congratulations n[o
at death and gyuipsthie
described in the Rule

frizht and helplessness as the block came away.

a geod lay=-off from rock inbing, I have
ed inerease in general ss ; andards'on rock h
ipraved couinment and ] attitudes but t
incident rewminds us ths 111 = poteati

danzerous. place to be nu ¥y consclous

Steve Halton

THUD SQUEA., THUD SQUEAL

The sounds of i # hoots broke the tran~
quilness of the early air. 1t was 5.00 am and they
were arriving already. Poliing wmy head out of the bivi bag
into the frecvzing awonlit aorning, I thought - another half

an hour.

It was DOO n Dave booted my frost covered pit - cowming
frow the y Crushers car. VWhat 2 brilliant day -
& guick b and the denning fgear saw us on our uay,

over the zolfcourse towards the Ben.

s derrj Zvans and myself had decided

between the boulders hitting

L

.__.
H
=
L%

?) that awful fszeling of sheer
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On arrival at the C.I1.C. hut, the masses of door slamming
early birds were evidente The purtaifﬂ contained partics as
id all the other classic routés. Hadrian's ¥all was a

stalrcase of huisans - Saturday on 3Ben evis!
Nearly cverythinz s
after minimal

med te be in excellent condition, so
a i up the pros and cons a
halfhowur w vere gearing up at the base of Orien
Direct. 5 in front but well ahead so Harl
meancered up the first hicken up pitch. Another two superh
pitches saw us at the the snowbowl about 1 third

W]
]
o
o
|.J

heights 4 guick chat and two more pitches on perfet neve
across the snowbowl and up tothe base of the rib where
there was a collection of people What a .stonking dayl!

There progress scemed to be agonisi “Ty slow. It was 2.45.
We were facerd wi lzgast an hour's wait here plus more walting
on the pitchaes above, and only halfway up the face.

4 traverse across the top of the snowhowl and a couple of
:1a

-
L

pitches of relatively casy climbinz would teke us onto North

Last Buttress. A tempting 11terﬂ1L1ve to having arcund on

such a perfect day.

While consulting we noticed a team high up to our left on an
iced ramp,

Jesus! thai
getting the g
Highway =~ =

lecks brilliant ncb™, we both said as Marlk wa
. . VHow hard is it?7, I followed “dstro
ark rey 1ﬂea ”WQW‘” ‘

0h well, 1711 set off traversing to N. L Buttress'
"Yeh, OK'' replied >t off - Thud Squealk, Thud Sgueak.
A fc ling of failvre was. in the back of wmy mind when,

S/

"hat's the ecng of the rope nab', echoed across the face.

T had just reached the bottom of Astrs Highway's initial

nitch and it fered z storaing helay -~ two bomber nuts and a
that rans its way ini! (4 sizn maybe!)

i3 Mark arrived and we were both glacing upr the exposed line
above, bHark comuaented, looks good muq1*°" and while he was
saying™Da you fancy a loock at 1t?", I was transferring him to
the belay and sorting out the rack. '

”1711 just go

hard-looking bit about 40ft up and
uhably he down in a few minutesi”

3 late ming axes into a wide crack ﬁaining

few feel to
of this cverhonging wall. Thud, thud, two bombers as I lent
right foot tryiny to ?iin what little purchase there was
wlassed overhanlng walln A high stepr and over the
bﬁp T went. ‘Jesus! that were 'ard nob! ¥zll that'’s it now,
we're committed” T shouted.

zet decent placements over the top.

Thud Squeal:, up the steep nevé passing severs
hase of a horrendously narrvow V groove. In went
ﬂ;f up the gronve I went axes and crampons Jjust

and balance.
?“aﬂe _V Cllmbln brought e to an ice bollard
A harrzce of whoops woke riark from whatever

| signnlled wy arrival at the bhelay.

L

@ was soon o1 hls woy the grunts sighs and whoops drifting
up throuzh the still airs On his arrival his face said it all
w hat a brilliant eccc.. pitch noblf

oo Th



After re;
next pitchg
4 good nut. 1
the gathering dusk.

mp leading te a steep sroasve.
ud Squesk, as he disappearcd into

imaeinseness of the
see were turaing = dish pink agza
copper bliue A rescue hoelicopter the silence as it

buzzed the face, the winchman osffering a wave.

”Vnep youre ros hrouvht ne back to the involvenment of
trippinz the ' the ice
ll"ud.o I was d groove abhov

Hark's belay

c'l
g

now /o were still bhelow the top
Butiress so « I set. Thud Sgueak, PThud
a JLLfCCL piteh of ITIL/IV placing two ice

2. I ran sut of rope
5 Jjust below the
eadtorch, whoep whoop

The transition frow day to night didn't really happen as the
ioon Just 1it everything up as it glistened in the surrounding
BROW. :

iz hark led up the corner a team of 3 arrived, having climbed
N E, Buttress. The 3 were in fact Trevor Jones and friends
who were commenting on their best day on the Ben ever.

Ly
O

ur good deed for

sting in the,tail, trailing
LI and then

Quickliy b one
»int each LPt ", SaY 115
suow to the topc

‘Df a

[N}
e
the

1, j
.
day - DGGLELL

wLra ITT

tise with the

1ta, .
1EW Cllnbu to f+¢1 3,

vever, he was
o a Tow occas
round rinlta
climbing.
though i
little problen utc on the ”-"""5 “_ﬁck b 2r ot Wied Szbm

'_l

Bl
%3
o3
C

v

reth
‘-J
=
,‘.3
CJ

Apart fro
cliffs un
chmblpt
of

several proviocusly unvisited
;"m I was not able to do very wuch
ol England arrived in the
art Gascoyne azund Yvonne, his
al At Sliema Scouts H.Q. which
1 anzec through
far = while, an

>
0

@ {ied Babu again, whe
¢} which cleaves a dire
Suttress on the ens

sﬂ
[l

snow capped peaks

gearing up, off he went up the

.
L=

. Off T went up the corner, a real
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Stuart déclined to climh the route I had prepared for him 3o
we left to catch the bus back to Valletta. Next day we go
hired car and drove over to Ghoar Lapsi where we added a fow

eli ﬂlPTt““ to this well devoeluned esca rpr'u'-nt° The best of these
Poclkpickoet (E1 53) and Stuartfs A Scoopy-Do

o+

a

il J
(:vs 5&) the Tormer taking = direct line up the Twin Caves
Pillar and the latter o steep scoop in the wall of the left-

H.T.51abs 24 Scr”tl“f w*tn Andy praducing o

lovse losking Very Severe Imagine (4c) which presumably is an
allusion ti his thot whilst scloing 100ft abovs 2 boulder
strown slope. 1 mase 2 roped nscent of Prnger Happy

{22 5¢) a well protect if uhurt slab route loft of The Punic
WJind. An cven shorter rnul,ei . (B2 62) was then climbed
after the { t? retreat from the tiny holds on the cr

in order 5, h giz]

?

developing two new crags on the
il i;m&1n Bay in the north-west of Malta.
zripped on what is probably the most seriocus pitch
Loyaanisguatsi ; » This finds a devious and
un 2 GHo cep wall directly chove the sca

; nature. I thialk it was
is sup»o.c to have said that protection is only
"he rock in which it is in, a remark highly relevant
ondl which weighed heavily =n my mind as T attempted
. After thiﬂ‘I had the next day off while
tuart failed on the big groove line left of ranni-

L Q7

to the presence of a huge loose block.

above this route, it could not be

Stuart into nmaking the remark that

more imaginative abseilers or

After this'debacle' Stuart and
res with a few pood routes up tlie

nnd fStucen Walls'. This is o

t wall covered in hidden holds but dropping

sea nccessitating abseil descents. The hest
(VS 4%) which takes an wnbelievable

an huge holds. ‘

to Gozo and
the Inland Sea but
ting

Ho trip to Halta would be complete without
this was no syxeeontion. A n, we stopned a

we conped. hore was a filn crew who were 3

[l R

[talion war picture, though woe did not see any filming
Wero tn re Gur pain objective was the s arste

rizses out of the HMeditorran
Unfortunately, due to
to sen level and had
/3rés of the way down. .
than expected due to loosish rock but the
csmpeusubud for this. Another route we did
JP), up the liae of the abseil route.
joyable, especizlly the first pitch
o Lake Pistrict route.

the Inland Vﬂlloy running north
on Gozo's south ooast. The
. Royal Navy guide but had not
Anty and Stuart soon started
number of casier climbs i the
valley's cast side (later t:
11 wing day Andy continued his
ilst Stuart and I cleaned twu
1s . ppusite. These becanc

“fes. 16

ines n the




Futile Gesturce (B2 5c) and
reminiscent of French liue

Yvonne (B1 5b) and are
cnly without the bolts.
fillers in t. 100 Yards
ot revenze .n the

t. produce Cot

returning to Folte
and Wied Do

puts west

& crack that hzd

52 5¢). Tin LWy, he riuvte up the Biuve
)

which Phil B.ocking had imbed at New Year
absciliang down to s ) ; surprised t: find an ¢
' is peg was a rolled up
LV details  ~f the
- the flrst
mhls WAS qll' =

and the whole f the neut
drinliing and generally
tr the cusld and rair
n“" it least thiugh
uf wirk on the new ro
10d ensuzh new climbs €0 keep me busy forr
published in *High' and * ntain!
ine oy varicus sver the years,
by e 5 which his partner,
t since Kevin had been lkilled in a
rn Quarry, Lencashire in 1984,
ute (81 5h) and The Glass Wall

L

sunb uhln

‘Rager Bruukes

(€ WA Cde



