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EDITOR'S BIT 

H e l l o T h e re, Members! I hope you have a l l g o t square eyes 
by now fr o m v/atching t h e W o r l d Cup. H o p e f u l l y p i c k i n g up a few 
t i p s t o p u t i n t o good use when we beat t he F y l d e S k i Club on 
J u l y 9 t h a t The Rangers' Stadium i n Guadalabispham^ K i c k - o f f a t 
7 o 3 0 p m c . 

For a k i c k - o f f v/e've g o t a g r e a t s e t o f a r t i c l e s f r o m up-and-
coming l i t e r a r y t a l e n t s l i k e Andy D u n h i l l and J e n n i e T o l l e y . 
I n f a c t i t * s a b i t o f a T o l l e y e d i t i o n w i t h Mick a l s o c o n t r i b u t i n g o 
There's t h e u s u a l s l o p f r o m DeLve E a r l e , b u t v/ho c a r e s when you can 
read the second i n s t a l m e n t f r o m t h e M a l t e s e F a l c o n about the 
F y l d e * s d o m i n a t i o n o f t h e new r o u t e s scene on t h a t i s l a n d o There's 
p l e n t y o f good a r t i c l e s on t h e subs bench t h i s t i m e so keep up t h e 
good work and keep 'em r o l l i n g i n . 

W e l l , v / i t h l a s t B\mda.y we ;:aw t h e f i r s t day o f siimmer, and 
what a good sucmier i t may w e l l be' The Club's a l r e a d y g o t one 
new r o u t e under i t s b e l t and P a u l Greenland i s a p p a r e n t l y c r u i s i n g 
up E6's w i t h h i s hands s t u c k i n h i s c h a l k bag., The o t h e r l a d s a r e 
k n o c k i n g o f f an alarming-number o f l e s s e r grade r o u t e s d e s p i t e t h e 
weathero I t can o n l y g e t b e t t e r . 

B i g t r i p s a b r o a d v / i l l be underv/ay v e r y soon w i t h a l o t o f 
p e o p l e h e a d i n g f o r European r o c k - The A l p s and sun-soaked 
French l i m e s t o n e Pete Roscoe i s a l r e a d y i n China, and Andy 
B l a y l o c k and A l P e e l a r e o f f t o t h e USA f o r a c r a c k a t The Nose 
o f E l Cap i n Yosemite ai-nongst o t h e r things<, Good Luck l a d s , and 
a l l who a r e g o i n g on b i g h i l l s < . Have a good t i m e and a s a f e r e t u r n 
to t h e s e s h o r e s . 

M a r t i n Dale 

The' f o l l o w i n g a r e I'/elcomcd as i n t r o d u c t o r y members; 
Ga r r y Hughes C a t h e r i n e E l i z a b e t h H a r r i s o n 
Steve H a l t o n Guy W i l s o n 
G a r r y N u t t a l l Diane Grundy 

F i ^ l l Members: 
Pete B r i e r l e y 
B e r n a r d S k i t t e r a l l 

C a r o l Stephens 
B a r r y and Kath S t o t t 

Kark and V i v Brou g h t o n 

S b u a r t GasGoigne and 
Yvonne V J i l l i a m s 

B i l l McRae 

Anne Gowa.rd 

HUT AVAILABILITY 
2 7 - 2 8 June 

5 - 6 J i a y 

5 - 6 J u l y 
1 1 - 1 2 J u l y 
1 8 - 1 9 J u l y 
2 5 - 2 6 J u l y 

Langdale 
Laungdalo 
S t a i r 
L angdale 
S t a i r 
L angdale 

1 5 P a r k s t o n e Avenue, H o r f i e l d , B r i s t o l 
BS7 OBX„ T e l . 0 2 7 2 5 1 ^ 2 8 9 

5 7 F o x l e y C l o s e , B l a c k w a t e r , Camberley, 
Surreye 
8 6 Brackenbury Road, Fulwood, P r e s t o n . 
T e l ( w o r k ) P r e s t o n 2 4 8 2 6 o 

A n g e r t o n Garden, Fenham, N e w c a s t l e -
upon-Tyne. T e l 0 9 1 2 7 ^ 8 0 0 3 . 

L a d i e s Meet 
F a m i l i e s 
L e g i n n e r s r o c k 
H a i t / F e l l Race 



1 - 2 Augo S t a i r 
8 - 9 Augo LangdalG 

1 5 - 1 6 , A u ^ » S t a i r 
22-2^ Aug, Langdale 
22-24 Aug. S t a i r . F a m i l i e s • 
2 9 - 3 0 Aug. S t a i r 

5 - 6 Sept. Langdale 
1 2 - 1 3 Sept. S t a i r . 

SOCIALS 
As someof you may have s p o t t e d i n y o u r s y l l a b u s ' e s , we 
been o f f i c i a l l y o u s t e d f r o m The Buccaneer as Boddingtons have 
d e c i d e d t o t u r n our room i n t o an e a t i n g house. The Com.mittee 
d e c i d e d t h a t as a l o t o f p e o p l e meet i n The Thatched Il-^use on 
Wednesdays when t h e r e ' s n o t h i n g e l s e on a t The Buccaneer anyway, 
t h e y would mcike i t t h e i n f o r m a l m e e t i n g p l a c e f o r t h e t i m e 
b e i n g , r a t h e r t h a n h a v i n g n o t h i n g i n t h e S y l l a b u s a t a l l . 
O l d Don, our l o n g - s u f f e r i n g S o c i a l Sec. has managed t o secure 
s i x V/ednesday n i g h t s a t The R i v e r Wyre H o t e l f o r t h e w i n t e r 
season o f Socials» D e t a i l s w i l l appear n e a r e r t h e t i m e . 
Meanwhile, S i c k o f t h e V/orld Cup y e t ? 
F o o t b a l l and V o l l e y b a l l Vs The F y l d e S k i Club. 
B l a c k p o o l Rangers' Club P l a y i n g F i e l d s 7 o 3 0 K i c k - o f f 9 t h J u l y 
L e t ' s have a b i g t i i r n o ut f o r t h i s one and beat t h o s e s k i e r s 
f o r a chaiifge. 
Beer i n t h e i - I a r i n e r s a f t e r v / a r d s t o e i t h e r celebra:te o r drown our 
sorrows.. 
Boozy B i k e Ride l 6 t h J u l y 7 - 0 0 pm Buccaneer Car P a r k . 
PJione-Louise F o r t i m e on F l e e t w o o d 6 5 ^ 7 

Mid-Week C l i m b i n g 
The l a d s have been so keen t h i s y e a r t h a t t h e r e ' s been people 
g o i n g o u t on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The weather has been b e t t e r 
midv/eek t h a n v;eekcndsl 
C o n t a c t Dcave Wood ( k e e n e s t O ' T e l : B p l 6 9 ^ - 8 2 9 ( w o r k ) 

M a r t i n Dale ( n e x t ) T e l : B p l 8 5 6 1 2 3 , Sxt.6402 
• • Simon Fenna ( n e x t ) T e l : B p l 6 2 2 5 1 (work) 

o r J u s t t u r n up- a t t h e H e a l t h Centre on VJhitegate D r i v e a t around 
5 . 0 0 pm i f t h e v;eather i s OK. B e g i n n e r s and B o e r s v / i l l e r s 
welcome. 
Outdoor Meets 
2 8 - 2 9 June_ Da^JG.S.J:!oG_t M e e t l e a d e r : D i T l o r r i s . 

T e l . P r e s t o n 7 1 5 1 5 6 

Oh Nol J u d g i n g By t h e p o p u l a r i t y o f t h e l a s t meet, t h e r e won't 
even be room f o r D̂a.vo E a r l e on t h i s one. 
2 9 t h June Coach Meet. M e e t l e a d e r ; Derek S m i t h on T e l . 5 6 l 7 3 < . ' ' 

That champion o f t h e Sunday Coach Meet l e a d s us on t h i s . one. 
Book e a r l y t o a v o i d d i s a p p o i n t m e n t . • 
5 - 6 t h J u l y F a m i l y VJoekond L i t t l e Langdale 
5 - 6 t h J u l y B e g i n n e r s ' Rock S t a i r Hut Meet Leader: K e v i n 

Stephens on T e l . 7 1 1 8 2 4 . 

K e v i n t e a c h e s us hov/ t o do t h e l a t e s t dances = H i s young son 
won't be b u r n i n g us a l l o f f y e t , so ncw's y o u r chance. 
B e g i n n e r s and Old Hands welcome; even a g e i n g s c o u t m a s t e r s , 
D o n a l d I ] 

1 2 - I 3 t h J u l y R a f t and F e l l Race 
R a f t Race - S a t u r d a y , L i t t l e Langdale T a r n . S t a r t t i m e - a f t e r 
t h e Pub s h u t s a t d i n n e r ( p l e n t y o f beer t o f e n d o f f t h e c o l d ) . 
No tv/o maai c r a f t s a l l o v / c d . 
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F o i l Race, S u n d a y , L i t t l e -bangdalo. H e e t l e a d e r : M a r t i n P i c k u p 
S t a r t t i m e : arou n d 1 1 . 0 0 am. 
G a r r y N u t t a l l s Back (v/ho's he?) So t h e r e c o r d may go. I t w o u l d 
be n i c e t o see t h e P a u l Gaa*nors and B r i a n W i l k i n s o n s , n o t t o 
m e n t i o n Dougie Brown t h e r e t o g i v e him some c o m p e t i t i o n . 
2 6 - 2 7 t h J u l y VJasdale camping - J o i n t FMC,/Chester MC. Meet-

M e e t l e a d e r : Dave E a r l e on Tel.890283 
Who a r e the s e p e o p l e f r o m Chester v;ho i n v a d e o ur h u t s no\̂ f and 
a g a i n ? F i n d o u t on t h i s j o i n t meet. The f i r s t o f i t s k i n d 
o r g a n i s e d between t h e C l u b s . No s i l l y games, j u s t w a l k i n g 
and c l i m b i n g - aaid d r i i x k i n g l l 
2 - 3 r d August Chester :Tut _ Lla.r.berip, M e e t l e a d e r ; P h i l Caley on 

/85^521 
There you go - in v a d e t h e i r Hut f o r t h e v/eekend. 
And what a good p l a c e i t i s an ' a l l . Maybe t h i s t i m e Cloggy w i l l 
be i n good n i c k , o r even t h e s l a t e I 
2 3 - 2 3 t h August F a m i l y \:eekend, S t a i r 
6-7J:h Sept. C h e s t e r Hut L l a n b e r i S o M e e t l e a d e r : Dave E a r l e on 
Yes' A g a i n , O v e r k i l l l / T e l . 890283. 
E d i t o r ' s b i r t h d a y weekend. 
1 3 - l 4 t h S e pt. Cheshi.re Sand^^tone C l i m b i n g . M e e t l e a d e r : Mark 
Mark l e a d s us around some o f " h i s o l d /^^^'^^^^ T e l . 3 2 l 6 6 . 
haujats. Frodhsaxn, Helsby e t c . P o s s i b l y o n l y a day meet. 
Own t r a n s p o r t . 

1 3 - I 4 t h Sept. L a d i e s Moot, S t a i r M e e t l e a d e r : Mary A s p i n on 
/ T e l . F l e etwood 6785. 

Where a l l t h e r e a l men v ; i l l bo g o i n g t h i s weekend I 

CONGRATULATIONS 

K e v i n and C a r o l e Stephens a r e t h e p r o u d p a r e n t s o f a boy^ 
James. 71bs 1^02..:;. A r r i v e d on Thursday morning 2 ^ t h A p r i l . 

IffiW ROUTE 
The FMC have been a t i t a g a i n , r e p o r t s O l d 8 Eye. T h i s t i m e 
n o t a c t u a l l y m a n u f a c t u r i n g t h e l i n e b u t n i c k i n g someone e l s e s l 
On a v i s i t t o H i g h Crag B u t t r e s s , t t e r m e r e a t t h e end o f 
A p r i l , S n i f f e r S w i n d e l l s s p i e d a c l e a n I r . o k i n g s l a b up t o t h e 
l e f t o f t h e main c r a g . V/ith t h e r o u t e s on t h e main c r a g a l l 
f u l l , Steve w i t h P a u l R o i d s l o p e d o f f t o have a l o o k . He 
came back w i t h a good h//S ( E ) c r a . c k l i n e i n t h e bag. The 
c r a c k r e q u i r e d a b i t o f c l e a n i n g and went a t a v e r y v ; e l l 
p r o t e c t e d 3A/B. N e a r l y everyone e l s e t h e r e r e p e a t e d t h e 
r o u t e c o n f i r m i n g t h e grade and q u a l i t y . The l i n e had o b v i o u s l y 
been c l e a n e d p r e v i o u s l y by some one e l s e . A n o t h e r c o r n e r t o t h e 
l e f t v/as a l s o ascended by some Kendal l a d s a t HVS b u t t h e a r e t e 
t o t h e r i g h t p r o v e d a d i f f e r e n t p r o p o s i t i o n f o r M a r t i n Dale. 
Poor gear and b o l d c l i m b i n g l e d t o t h e c r u x w i t h good d e a t h 
p o t e n t i a l i f you f e l l o f f . A f t e r h a l f an hou r ' s g a r g o y l i n g , 
Dale gave up and c a l l e d f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e s c u e . S c o t t 
S w i n d e l l s i n t h u n d e r b i r d 1 soon a r r i v e d and t h e grade c o u l d w e l l 
be E 4 3 C / 6 A 0 Maybe .another t i m e . F u r t h e r p o s s i b i l i t i e s 
r e m a i n . I t v/as n o t u n t i l much l a t e r t h a t we d i s c o v e r e d who 
t h e cleaaier v/as. Doing h i s vrork i n t h e dead o f w i n t e r . 
He hadn't c l i m b e d h i s l i n e s i So S w i n d e l l s c l a i m e d t h e f i r s t 
a s c e n t - a f i n e achievement. As t h e c l e a n e r s a i d " I t c o u l d n ' t 
have gone t o a b e t t e r team". 
PS« The a r e t e has nov/ been l e d " c l e a n " by C o l i n Downer v ; i t h 
C h r i s Bacon a t 6A (c u i d d o u b t l e s s a l l t h e o t h e r l i n e s on t h e 
c r a g have been snapped up by ''Bookie" as he's known, ED)o 
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INSTRUCTORS V/ANTEDl --FOR GIRL GUIDES t • 
Don't a l l r u s h a t oncol Yos t h e Club has had a r e q u e s t from 
t h e l o c a l Guides t r o o p s f o r i n s t r u c t o r s t o t e a c h t h e g i r l s 
(aged 1^-19) how t o r o c k c l i m b . The p a r t i c - u l a r weekend i n 
q u e s t i o n i s i n September, 2 6 t h t o 2 8 t h a t th e . G r e a t Tower 
Scout Camp i n t h e Laices. A l l expenses v / i l l ' be p a i d . 
Any t a l i e r s c o n t a c t Don N i c h o l - t h a t o l d Scout h i m s e l f . 

CLUB -JQURI-TAL 
The Committee i s l o o k i n g i n t o t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f p r o d u c i n g a 
j o u r n a l t o c e l e b r a t e t h e kOth .anniversary o f t h e Club coming-
up i n 1990 o Any o l d e r members v / i t h c o p i e s o f o l d FMC 
j o u r n a l s ( a p p a r e n t l y t h e Club used t o produce them r e g u l a r l y 
i n t h e o l d days) a r e cisked i f t h e Committee may have a l o o k 
a t t h e n t o g e t some i d e a s . A l s o anyone w i t h any p o s s i b l e 
m a t e r i a l , a . r t i c l e s , c l u b h i s t o r y e t c . p l e a s e s e n d / c o n t a c t me. 
A l s o anyone i n t e r e s t e d i n e d i t i n g such a p u b l i c a t i o n a.lso 
p l e a s e g e t i n t o u c h . " . • • 

M/iTTRESS MAN 
Our man_. i n t o foam, flame r e s i s t a n t m a t t r e s s s n i f f e r , Simon 
Fenna, has. done t h e c l u b p r o u d p r o v i d i n g new flame r e t a r d e n t -
m a t t r e s s e s f o r b o t h h u t s . These w i l l h o p e f u l l y be co v e r e d 
f a i r l y soon by flaaiie r e t a r d e n t c o v e r s . 
A l s o a t t h e h u t s , some heavy based pans and any unused 
k e t t l e s a re wanted f o r S t a i r e s p e c i a l l y . I f you have any 
pl e a s e c o n t a c t t h e Hut Sees, Sean o r P h i l . 

GLOBETROTTER RETURNS 
Tha t seasoned t r a v e l l e r , Andy B l a y l o c k i s back a f t e r a y e a r i n 
A u s t r a l i a . Andy t r a v e l l e d back v i a I n d i a , Moscow and Greece 
and l o o k s l i k e a spare c h i c k e n i Welcome back Nob. 

NSW BOOKS ' • • 
The :Club v/ould l i k e t o e x p r e s s i t s s i n c e r e thanlcs t o Ray 
Va.rley f o r t h e d o n a t i o n o f t h e f o l l o w i n g books t o t h e Club 
l i b r a r y . 
1 . 2 e r m a t t and D i s t r i c t . A l p i n e g u i d e by R.G„ Collomb. 

T h i s i s o f the S.H.C. D i s t r i c t g u i d e t y p e and i s NOT a 
clim.bing g L i i d c . 

2 . Annapurna South Face, by C h r i s B e n n i n g t o n . 
3. The H i g h l a n d C l e a r a n c e s , by John P r e b b l e . 

(And t h e Welsh t h i r l ? : t h e y have grounds f o r h a t i n g u s l ) 
and' la.st b u t n o t l e a s t 
The AdJ-enture S t o r y o f t h e Decade, a t l e a s t t h a t ' s v/hat i t 
says on t h e c o v e r -

E v e r e s t , t h e Hard VJay, by good o l d Onv/ard C h r i s t i a n ..... 

ADVERT 
F u l l s e t o f w i n t e r m o i o n t a i n e e r i n g gear and suiiimer r o c k -
c l i m b i n g g e a r f o r s a l e . C o n t a c t Mark Jackson on S h e f f i e l d 
( 0 7 ^ - 2 ) ZkWok, f o r d e t a i l s . 

NOBS ON Skr^:, Now Year 1983/6. 
I t h i n k i t s f : d r t o say t h a t t h i s v / i n t e r has been t h e b e s t f o r 
many y e a r s and i t began, i n e a r n e s t , f o r s e v e r a l o f us a t New 
Year. T i r e d s f v/atching t h e r a i n f a l l i n t h e Laices, v/e have, 
ov e r t h e l a s t t h r e e y e a r s , headed n o r t h o f t h e b o r d e r t o 
sample Hogiianay. Thu venue t h i s y e a r v/as t h e I s l e o f Skye 
and so a f t e r t h e USLIO- I o r g a n i s a t i o n a l n i g h t m a r e a t o t a l o f 
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1 4 people p l u s 3 dogs s e t s a i l on 2 7 t h December t o spend a 
v/oek i n P o r t r e e o 

The weather on t h e j o L i r n e y up w a s b u t a f o r e t a s t e o f v/hat v;as t o 
come - snow and i c e c o v e r e d h i l l s drenched i n w i n t e r sun and 
marred o n l y by a heavy s n o w f a l l from K i n t a i l onv/a^rds. 
We were even a i d e d i n a m i n o r breakdown by t h e k i n d l y v i c a r o f 
K y l e o f L o c h a l s h a n d ' h i s .wife - t h e gods were on our s i d e . 
T h i s t o g e t h e r v / i t h t h e j o u r n e y home was t o be t h e o h l y 
r e m o t e l y bad weather e n c o u n t e r e d d u r i n g t h e v/hole week. 

The nwnber o f p e o p l e and dogs i n v o l v e d n e c e s s i t a t e d b o o k i n g 
2 c o t t a g e s and as we c a t e r e d on a communal b a s i s , t a l k i n g t h e 
m a j o r i t y o f our ,food v / i t h us, t h e minimum aiiiount o f t i m e was 
wasted i n c o o k i n g and s h o p p i n g . More i m p o r t a n t l y we a l s o t o o k 
8 g a l s , o f v/ine, 3 g a l s , o f b a r l e y v/ine and a s m a l l s e l e c t i o n 
o f s p i r i t s (and p a r a c e t a i ? i O l i ) . Vi/ith t h e s a f e a r r i v a l o f a l l 
concerned t h e s t a g e v/as s e t f o r a superb and e x t r e m e l y a c t i v e 
week. 

The a.ssembled team were, as y o u would e x p e c t , a m o t l y crew 
f r o m a l l p a r t s o f t h e c o u n t r y . From Leeds cai'ne Mr & Mrs 
( P a u l and Debby) Greensponge w i t h t h e now r e c e d i n g l y b a l d i n g 
P a u l Claxke and h i s l o n g s u f f e r i n g g i r l f r i e n d , T rudy (when 
a r e t h e y g o i n g t o f o l l o v / t h o Greensponges' example?). The 
S h e f f i e l d c o n t i n g e n t were m o s t l y drunlcards l e d by t h e suave 
c o l o n e l S e b a s t i a n Jackson, backed up by -indy Abrahams, Ben 
and t h e nov/ l e g e n d a r y Z i t t y B l a c k s p o t . I n d i a n a Ga.scoyne 
and h i s d e f i n i t e l y b e t t e r h a l f Yvonne, w i t h f r i e n d C a r o l , 
r e p r e s e n t e d S u r r e y ' s s t o c k b r o k e r b e l t w h i l s t Tony and Wendy 
Welsh ( p l u s dogs) came o v e r from Aberdeen. As f o r me I ' v e 
l i v e d i n so many p l a c e s , I c a n ' t remember v/here I r e p r e s e n t . 

A f t e r t h a t r a t h e r t e d i o u s i n t r o d u c t i o n we come t o t h e r e a l 
r e a s o n f o r t h e t r i p ( o r v/as i t t h e d r i n i c i n g - I c a n ' t remember). 
The f i r s t day dav/ned w i t h a p e r f e c t b l u e sky and t h e sun shone 
thr o i o g h o u t t h e day. The whole i s l a n d was c o v e r e d t o sea l e v e l 
by a blani-cet o f g l i s t e n i n g snow and i c e . Even t h e sea was 
f r o z e n i n a few p l a c e s . A 7 o 1 3 ^ ' n s t a r t sav/ t h e c l i m b e r s 
h e a d i n g f o r P i n n a c l e Ridge, a l o n g a.nd c l a s s i c r o u t e t o t h e 
summit o f S g u r r nan G i l l e a n . The r o u t e approx. 2 , 0 0 0 f t , v / i t h 
t h e lov/er b u t t r e s s e s , v/a.s s o l o e d v / i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f one 
s h o r t a b s e i l and gave r i s e t o one o r two a n x i o u s moments. 
From t h e s u - T i i t , t h e whole o f t h e C u i l l i n a n d 31a B heinn r i d g e s 
couldi be seen - a sxDoctacular viev/ r a r e l y seen and c e r t a i n l y 
n e v e r f o r g o t t e n . The day was f i n i s h e d v / i t h a q u i c k a s cent 
( o r n o t so q u i c k f o r me) o f Am B a s t e i r and h o t t e a i n t h e 
S l i g a c h a n . 
Tho r emainder o f t h e team s p e n t a more r e l a x e d day e x p l o r i n g 
t h e woods .aroimd P o r t r e e e and t h e day ended w i t h t h e f i r s t o f 
many meals. 2 gads, o f v/ine d i s a p p e a r e d t h a t n i g h t . 

The weather t h e f o l l o w i n g day wa.s o v e r c a s t and t h e main 
a c t i v i t i e s were an a s c e n t o f Glamaig and t h e f i r s t v i s i t t o 
t h o Q u i r a i n g , a c u r i o u s l y i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t i i r e a t t h e n o r t h end 
o f t h e i s l a n d . 
New Year's Eve sav/ a n o t h e r e a r l y s t a r t w i t h f o u r o f us c o m p l e t i n g 
t h e T r a v e r s e o f 31a B h e i n n , a l e n g t h y and f a i r l y s e r i o u s 
u n d e r t a l c i n g , i n v o l v i n g a 9 h o u r d a y . The viev/ o f t h e main 
C u i l l i n Ridge and t h e o v e r a l l atm.osphere i s q u i t e i n d e s c r i b a b l e 
and can o n l y be e x p e r i e n c e d t o be axopreciated. 
The Nev/ Year's f e s t i v i t i e s d i d n o t have l a s t y e a r ' s magic b u t 
l o t s o f d r i n l c and a good s o l i d meal ensured a s u c c e s s f u l 
e v e n i n g . As u s u a l t h e pubs c l o s e d a t 1 0 - 1 0 - 3 0 and we r e t i r e d 
t o t h e c o t t a g e s i n p a r t y mood t o see t h e Nev/ Year i n . 
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New Year's Day sa.v/ a l o t o f d e i . i c a t o p e o p l e and so we a l l t r i e d 
t o w a l k o f f t h e n i g h t ' s excesses by e x p l o r i n g t h e Old Man o f 
S t o r r , I t p r o b a b l y d i d some good b u t e n t h u s i a s m was n o t v e r y 
h i g h o 

D u r i n g t h e r e m a i n d e r o f t h e week many o f t h e non c l i m b e r s were 
persuaded t o v e n t u r e o n to t h e h i l l s and s e v e r a l n o t a b l e 
m ountains v;ere a^scended, i n c l u d i n g Bruach na F r i t h e , S g u r r 
A l a s d a i r and The S t o r r , t o g e t h e r w i t h a v a r i e t y o f c o a s t a l 
and l o w - l e v e l i n l a j i d w a l k s . 

The h o l i d a y ended, as i t began5 w i t h b r i l l i a n t v/oather l e a v i n g 
us a l l w i t h a s t r o n g d e s i r e t o r e t u r n . Skye i s a n - i s l a n d o f 
c o n t r a s t s i d e a l l y s u i t e d t o faaTiily o r c l i m b i n g h o l i d a y s and t h o 
accommodation v/as good. As you can imagine t h e c o t t a g e s wore 
gonerad.ly u n t i d y and t h e e x p r e s s i o n on t h e ov/ner's f a c e a t t h e 
s i g h t o f t h e number u f p e o p l e and t h r e e dogs was q u i t e a p i c t u r e o 
I would, hov/ever, add t h a t he had t h e c o u r t e s y t o w r i t e and 
t h a i i k us f o r l e a v i n g them i n such a c l e a n and t i d y s t a t e on our 
d e p a r t u r e ( c o p i e s a r c a v a i l a b l e on. r e q u e s t f o r d i s b e l i e v e r s ) . 

Having nov/ had superb weather on tv/o' h i g h l y s u c c e s s f u l Now 
Year t r i p s v/e OLro concerned tha.t a t h i r d may n o t be so success­
f u l - l u c k has i t s l i m i t a t i o n s . O ther venues b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d 
i n c l u d e r o c k c l i m b i n g and s u n - b a t h i n g i n Spadn o r s k i i n g i n t h e 
A l p s . But t h e c o s t i s so much g r e a t e r . I t ' s r e a l l y up t o 
v/hoever i s p r e p a r e d t o o r g a n i s e i t I 

Andy D u n l i i l l 
,, . ( K i n g o f S q u a l o r ) . 

V/HITS MAGIC 

No, not a t r a v e l o g u e f o r South A f r i c a , b u t a, comment on F e b r u a r y 
0 6 . A month t o go down i n t h e c o n n o i s s e u r ' s c o l l e c t i o n o f 
d a t e s t o remember and d r o o l o v e r a super c o l d s p e l l w i t h a f a i r 
amount o f snov/ gave a good g r o u n d i n g , t hough c o n d i t i o n s h i g h 
were oi::en d i s a p p o i n t i n g as t h e snow d i d n o t tha.v/ o r f r e e z e enough. 
My f a v o u r i t e d^ay v/as t h e f i r s t one o u t . The .usual w i n t e r 
b a p t i s m - ' C h r i s t , i t ' s i n c o n d i t i o n - L e t ' s do i t ' . I ' So o f f t o 
B o w f e l l B u t t r e s s s e t Frank Pearson, Andy D u n h i l l and m y s e l f . 
No s i g n o f anyone i n f r o n t on t h e liand so a g e n t l e wal.k up v / i t h 
Franlv e x p l a i n i n g E n g l i s h d e r i v a t i o n and q u o t i n g Ted Hughes a t 
aj i y o p p o r t u n i t y t o me. T h i s keeps him t a l k i n g , and enables me 
t o keep up. On t h e C l i m b e r s ' T r a v e r s e I c a t c h S t e l l a Adams up, 
an o l d a s s o c i O v t e o f t h e C l u b ; q u i t e a capable Icass who i s a l s o 
g o i n g f o r t h e B u t t r e s s . • . 

The v/hole c r a g i s p l a s t e r e d v / i t h snov/, v / i t h h a r d l y any r o c k 
showing, b u t n o t a l o t o f i c e . V/e are i n t h e c l o u d , w h i c h 
r e s t r i c t s viev/s, b u t i n c r e a s e s t h e a p p a r e n t s i z e o f e v e r y t h i n g -
There a r e tv/o guys a.lready a t t h e t o p o f t h e f i r s t p i t c h , and 
S t e l l a and a f r i e n d t o f o l l o w . So t h i s a l l o v / s me t o reiaember 
hov/ the crampons f i t on, and swarm o f f around t h e c o r n e r osid 
remember what i t s a l l about by s o l o i n g a va.rient s t a r t t o t h e 

. f i r s t p i t c h . The whole i n s e c u r i t y k i c k comes back as I p u l l 
up on b i t s o f f r o z e n t u r f . 

Our t u r n and I l e a d t h e f i r s t p i t c h w i t h an awkward groove lev/ 
dov/n, and • t h e chimney h a r d u n t i l I p l a c e a h i g h n u t ( I s t o o d i n • 
a. s l i n g b u t I don't t h i n k anyone n o t i c e d ) . 

Franl-: takes t h e second p i t c h , v/hich s t a r t s by t e e t e r i n g up and 
l e f t v / i t h t h e f r o n t p o i n t s on t i n y r i b s , and t h e i c e axes hooked' 
on snowy l o d g e s . Very s c r a t c h y and a good lea.d by Frand^. 
The r e s t o f t h e p i t c h v/as s u p e r b . 
The t h i r d p i t c h i s a b u l g i n g c r a c k w i t h no snov/ and even l e s s 



placements so Andy a i d s t h i s and t h e n b r i d g e s a snowy g r o v e . 
A n o t h e r good l e a d . 
A g a i n my t u r n . Up and l e f t i n t o a c o r n e r c The summer r o u t e 
goes out r i g h t and back i n h i g h e r up, b u t t h e snov/ r o u t e 
goes s t r a i g h t u p . A good r u n n e r ; b o t h t o o l s i n t h e c . r n e r ; 
a heave up w i t h oramp>;ns s c r a t c h i n g f r a n t i c a l l y t o a 1' ng 
b r i d g e t - t h e r i g h t , and t h e n e a s i e r c l i m b i n g t - ; a f u n n y 
l a n d i n g AI t h e bela^y. I h g t h e l e a d o^nd talce t h e l a s t p i t c h 
t o f i n i s h on t u p a b D u t 3 mins. b e f o r e d a r k . J u s t enoxigh 
t i m e t o g e t t o t h o Sac's, v/here a sandwich, a d r i n k and a few 
v/hoops v/ere f.allowed by a h e a d t o r c h d e s c e n t . 

A superb m o u n t a i n e e r i n g day o u t v/hich f u l f i l l e d a l o n g - t i m e 
a m b i t i o n , b u t v/hat about t h a t s l i g h t l i n e t h a t r a n o f f d ' o t 
A n o t h e r day* 

Mike T o l l e y 

DASTER 1986 - GLEI^ CQE AND THE EEN 
A f t e r t h e f i n e s t w i n t e r f o r y e a r s demand f o r p l a c e s on t h i s meet 
was h i g h and exceeded s u p p l y by some 100%. Many o f t h e 
d i s a p p o i n t e d members found themselves a t Glencoe Youth H o s t e l 
and t h e c l u b hopes t h e y had a t l e a s t as e n j o y a b l e t i m e as t h e 
' o f f i c i a l ' p a r t y , w h i c h v/as c o n s i d e r a b l e . 
The new B.M„C- h u t a t Onich was found t o be w e l l s i t u a t e d and 
o c c u p i e d a v i r t i . i a l s u n t r a p . D a f f o d i l s v/ere weeks ahead o f t h o s e 
a t home and s e n s i b l e members would have j u s t l a i n on t h e beach 
f o r t h e h o l i d a y , popxDing back f o r o c c a s i o n a l brews. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e r e were no s e n s i b l e members p r e s e n t . The h u t 
i s n o t w e l l s i g n p o s t e d b u t i s bang n e x t t o t h e r o a d betv/een 
Creag Dubh and Creag Mor h o t e l s . I t can sometimes be l o c a t e d 
i n dead o f n i g h t by t h e s i g h t o f t h e m e e t l e a d e r s i t t i n g on t h e 
pavement o u t s i d e , v / a i t i n g f o r h i s meet t o a r r i v e . Accommoda­
t i o n i s e x c e l l e n t w i t h h o t w a t e r a v a i l a b l e i n dorms and k i t c h e n , 
showers, adequate d r y i n g room ( j u s t ) and xolenty o f f l u s h bogs. 
Heat i s by a r e a l f i r e p l u s C a l o r back-up. 

F r i d a y was d u l l a.nd gloomy everywhere e x c e p t r i g h t o u t s i d e t h e 
h u t . The meet s e t o f f o v e r t h e C o r r a n F e r r y and t v / o - t h i r d s 
s e t o f f up Garbh Bheinn o n l y t u be t u r n e d back by a b l i z z a r d . 
L unchtime p i n t s f o l l o v / e d t h e r e t r e a t and t h e e n t i r e meet t o u r e d 
t h e Ard i-amurchan and Morven c o a s t s . E v e n i n g r e f r e s h m e n t s were 
p r o v i d e d by t h e Onich h o t e l , p u r v e y o r s o f e x c e l l e n t r e a l a l e 
s e r v e d i n sumptuous s u r r o u n d i n g s . The e v e n i n g s r e v e l r i e s were 
somewhat d i s t u r b e d by a r o v i n g band u f c h r i s t i a n s v;ho gave a 
s o r t o f s o n - e t - l x i i i i i e r e p e r f o r m a n c e about t h e meaning o f E a s t e r 
t o an embarrassed o r o t h e r w i s e i n d i f f e r e n t a u d i e n c e . For our 
p a i n s t h e b a r s t a y e d open l o n g i n t o t h e n i g h t . 

S a t u r d a y dawned a l i t t l e b r i g h t e r . L o u i s e and C h r i s went s k i i n g , 
Mike Penn went i n s e a r c h o f G e n e r a l Wade, B a r r y and George 
se a r c h e d o u t c o a s t a l munroes and P e t e , G e r r y , B a r b a r a and m y s e l f 
had a l o o k a t Creag Mheaghaigh. Two avalanches, w h i l s t we admired 
t h e m u r a l p r e c i p i c e s reminded us o f t h e f o l l y o f s e t t i n g f o o t 
on t h o b u t t r e s s i n t h e p r e v a i l i n g c o n d i t i o n s . Sunday found 
teams e n j o y i n g t h e s t u n n i n g l y c l e a r v i e w s f r o m A r i s a i g , s e a r c h ­
i n g o u t more c o a s t a l m o u n t a i n s , o r e n j o y i n g t h e m s e l v e s h u g e l y 
i n G l en N e v i s . By e v e n i n g t h e v/eather c l e a r e d d r a m a t i c a l l y . 
Would i t h o l d ? 
Monday dawned c o l d and s t u n n i n g l y c l e a r . L o u i s e o p t e d f o r 
s k i i n g , George B a r r y and C h r i s c l i m b e d Garbh Bhe i n n ; B a r b a r a 
P e t e r and G e r r y d i d Ledge Route on t h e Ben and Mike and I 
t r a v e r s e d B i d e a i i . The day was h o t , e x t r e m e l y c l e a r and q u i t e 



w i n d l o s s o I t to'.;k a tromcndous e f f o r t t o d r a g o n e s e l f away 
f r o m t h e summit c a i r n .and f o r c e a way down i n t o t h e v a l l e y 
and t h e j o u r n e y home. A h u g e l y s u c c e s s f u l meet n o t e d fv:.r i t s 
good n a t u r e and e x c e l l e n t bonhomieo V a r i o u s t r i p s t o t h e 
N e v i s S p o r t s C o f f e e House l e n t an a i r >;f s o p h i s t i c a t i o n t o t h e 
p r o c e e d i n g s and v;e v;ere d e l i g h t e d t o meet B i l l Ruthven t h e r e 
s e a r c h i n g f o r a ma.p o f Garbh Bheinn so ho c o u l d work out 
where he had been t h e p r e v i o u s day. C u i s i n e a t t h e h u t was 
l a r g e l y o f a h i g h o r d e r b u t f r e s h sea t r o u t balced i n almonds, 
w i n e , h e r b s and s p i c e s was j u s t p l a i n showing o f f and a 
f a i l u r e t o appear a t t h e pub on any o f t h e n i g h t s o f t h e h o l i d a y 
c e r t a i n l y ought t i - b e a bannable o f f e n c e . Th.. incumbent mug o f 
t h e y e a r may w i s h tv; n o t e t h a t Eddie C r a i g ( t h e o n l y n o n - a c t i v e 
com.mittee member) has appeared, dormouse l i k e , t o ha.ve s l e p t 
through- t h i s e n t i r e suioerb v ; i n t e r , v i s i t i n g t h e Lal-ies o n l y once 
on t h e v/orst v;eekend so f a r t h i s y e a r . He has, o f c o u r s e , gone 
back t o s l e e p and missed a c l a s s i c E a s t e r . 

Dave E a r l e . 

THE GREAT PEMBROKE DISASTER,. RASTER 86. 
With-.the nev; g u i d e j u s t o u t , f u l l o f c o l o u r p i c t u r e s o f sun-
baJced c l i f f s and m u l t i - s t a r r e d r o u t e s , Pembroke seemed j u s t t h e 
p l a c e t o go t o a v o i d t h e w o r s t o f t h e weather a t E a s t e r . 

A l a r g e team o f c r a z y FHC members assembled on t h e v/ind 
swept f i e l d o f B u t t y l a n d s camp s i t e f o r a t a s t e o f j u s t about 
e v e r y s o r t o f weather you can t h i n k o f . F r i d a y dawned v e r y 
windy and s e v e r a l heavy shov/ors saw everyone craiimied i n t o 
C h r i s T h i ' s t l e t h w a i t e ' s camper van i n t h e i r d u v e t s t r y i n g t o 
keep. warm. Dave Whitmore and Dave Cundy were made o f s t e r n e r 
s t u f f t h o u g h and s e t u f f e a r l y f o r C r y s t a l Slabs a t t h o n o r t h 
end o f t h e f i r i n g r a n ge. Everyone e l s e made a l a t e r s t a r t , 
,.gingerly c h e c k i n g o u t Chapel P o i n t f ^ j r dampness b e f o r e wad-lering 

_ o f f up t h e f i r i n g range c l a d i n f u l l w i n t e r g e a r . The sim was 
now o u t b u t t h e b i t i n g c o l d v/ind had a d e s p e r a t e c h i l l i n g e f f e c t 
Tho m a j o r i t y f o u n d t h e m s e l v e s a t C r y s t a l S l a b s , t h e ea.siest 
a n g l e d b i t o f c l i f f on t h o c o a s t . S e v e r a l r o u t e s v;ere c l i m b e d 
and t h e f i r s t i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e scue c a l l - o u t ensued. Glenn 
Brookes h a v i n g a minor a l t e r c a t i o n w i t h l o o s e r o c k and incoming-
seas- Mark and V i v B r o u g h t o h and K e v i n Stephens t u r n e d up and 
j o i n e d - M a r t i n Da.lc and A l P e e l down on C r i c k m o d l P o i n t s upper 
t i e r . Tho sun wa.s out b u t ones hands were so c o l d f r o m t h e 
w i n d t h a t t h e y soon became b e r e f t o f f e e l i n g . A n a s t y r a i n b e l t 
and h a i l p u t p a i d t o a c t i v i t i e s and everyone r e t r e a t e d t o 
StoGovans Tea Rooms. The r a i n . s e t i n f o r t h e r e s t o f t h e day. 
The Swan Laice t o o k some hammer t h a t i.dght v / i t h a good e x t e n t i o n 
and courage d i r e c t o r s . Many o f t h e l a d s v/ere l a r r u p headed i n 
t h e m o r n i n g . A good j o b i t V/CLS ;'•> r i n g down. Shopping, i n 
Pembroke v/as f o l l o v / e d by a piib c r a w l r o u n d some o f t h e areas 
good beer g u i d e t i c k s b e f o r e a s l i g h t l u l l i n t h e r i i n e n a bled 
us t o have a l o o k a t 3 t . David's Head. i - l a r t i n went s o l o i n g , 
A l and Sean S m i t h mana.ged a. c o u p l e o f r o u t e s i n c l u d i n g an E1 
on C r a i g Coetan, Sii:ion Eonna t o o k p h o t o s , and sv/eets o f f o l d 
l a d i e s ajld t h e r e s t v/alked r o u n d bhe headla.nd.. A crav/1 t h e n 
f o l l o v / e d back t o t h e Swa^i Lolce. i n Jajnestov/n. On t h e way Sean 
had budgie and c h i p s f o r t e a - i n Solva.. 

Sunday p r o v e d t o be t h e b e s t day w i t h t h e vdnd d r o p p i n g b u t 
r a i n t h r e a t e n i n g . P h i l Caley l e d Army Dreamers a.t S t . Govarls, 
Kev l e d Manzul-ru a t S t e n n i s , Dave and Dave stormed up VS,-:; a t 
Saddle Hea.d and S t e n n i s , C h r i s had t o be t o p roped o u t o f t h e 
descent chimney a t St.Gova.n's by a d i s g u s t e d P a u l R c i d . A l 
s p e n t an h o u r p e e r i n g down between h i s l e g s b e f o r e g i v i n g up on 
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T a c t i c i a n w h i l s t V e t e r a n s Bcysen and C a r r i n g t o n c r u i s e d E^'s 
f o r f u n on e i t h e r s i d e . The FHC must be a. buiich o f wimps, 
I t h o u g h t o One c o n s o l a t i o n , G e r a l d i n e T a y l o r was q u i e t and 
Simon l e d an impressi\'-e .HVS on Saddle P o i n t w i t h Steve 
HcDonaldo 
Dave Wood, John Hicl';man a.nd P h i l Spinlc ha 1 a r r i v e d and 
wimped out o f camping, sta?/ing i n t h e c h a l e t s i n Jamestown. 
They t i c k e d o f f VS's a t S t e n n i s and Saddle P o i n t . Everyone 
g o t t o t a l l y h e l p l e s s a g a i n on D i r e c t o r s , C h r i s T h i s , d e c i d e d l y 
so and Mondayb h a i l , s l e e t , snow, w i n d and r a i n was t h e l a s t 
s t r a w . C h r i s , n u r s i n g a t h r o b b i n g head, decreed t h a t t h e 
o n l y way t o go was homo. So o f f we s e t w i t h our t a i l s up 
our b a c k s i d e s . The m a j o r i t y o f t h e team heading o f f 
f o l l o w i n g Glenn Brookes, A l e A c t i v i s i t , i n s e a r c h o f a 
d i n n e r t i m e p i n t . The two Daves a.nd t h e c h a l e t s e c t i o n 
s t a y e d on and went down t o Saddle P o i n t . Dave V/hittmoro 
v/as t r a v e r s i n g on t o t h e upper t i e r v/hen a massive f r e a k 
•/ave p l u c k e d him f r o m t h e r o c k . F o r t u n a t e l y Dave v/as OK 
d e s p i t e h i s hands b e i n g c u t t o s hreds by t h e r a z o r - s h a r p 
r o c k . F l y i n g , D o c t o r Wood v/hipped him o f f t o h o s p i t a l 
The b i g g e s t d i s a i o p o i n t n e n t f o r Dave was s e e i n g h i s b r a n d new 
£ 1 0 . 0 0 guidebook f l o a t i n g o f f up t h e B r i s t o l Channel. 

T h i s v i r t u a l l y ended a r a t h e r d i s a s t r o u s t r i p . v/ho v/ould 
have t h o u g h t v/o'd be back a t V/hit f o r more punishment? 

M a r t i n Dale. 

LADIES' I-iEET, 1 7 / l 8 t h M Y ':.6 

I t i s amazing hov/ t h e t h r e a t o f no l o n g e r h a v i n g Laddies Meets 
on t h e s y l l a b u s go.lvcaiizes t h e L a d i e s (and Dave) i n t o a c t i v i t y . 
E l e v e n Laxlies i n t o t a l (and Dave) d e s i s t e d from r e a r r a n g i n g 
t h e g o l d f i s h , v/allpa^oering t h e b a t h e t c . t o escape t o L i t t l e 
LangdOvle f o r a n o t h e r p l e a s u r a b l e weekend and t y p i c a l "Ladies.' 
Meet" wet w e a t h e r (why do we alv/ays b r i n g s h o r t s ? / a n d Dave?/ 
w i t h u s ) . 
S a t u r d a y m o r j i i n g , we l e f t t h e c o t t a g e by 9 = 3 0 ojn. ( p l e a s e n o t e , 
June I ) v / i t h t h e p p r o m i s e o f a sunny m o r n i n g . The r a i n s t a r t e d 
as v/e pa.rked t h e c a r s i n P a t t e r d a l e . The showers f o r e c a s t 
f o r t h e a f t e r n o o n p r o v e d t o be one c o n t i n u o u s dov/npour. Stra.ggled 
up H e l v e l l y n , some o f t h e p a r t y b e a t i n g a h a s t y r e t r e a t ( n o t Dave) 
as sudden g u s t s l i f t e d them o f f t h e i r t v / i n k l i n g l i t t l e f e e t . 
The members w i t h b e t t e r b a l l a s t ( s o r r y Sue I ) c o n t i n u e d o v e r 
S t r i d i n g Edge and dov/n G r i s e d a l e t o meet t h e r e m a i n i n g b e d r a g g l e d 
. p a r t y - c o f f e e - i n g i t i n P a t t e r d a l e . R e t r e a t e d t o t h e c o t t a g e 
whore t h e more s e l f i s h members bagged t h e shouevQ and we hung 
v a s t amounts o f v/et gea.r i n t h e d r y i n g room. We were somewhat 
r e v i v e d by a i h o r r y and w i n e . By t h e t i m e we made our e v e n i n g meal 
t h e r e was v e r y x i t t x e vilne t o accompany i t . 
Sunday - t h e r a i n sweeping a x r o s s t h e v a l l e y d i d l i t t l e t o 
m o t i v a t e t h e L a d i e s ( o r Dave). Decided on a bumble t o 
S k o l w i t h Bridge- t o adi:iire t h e w a t e r f a l l s and so r o u n d t o t h e 
" B r i f f o r a l u n c h t i m o p i n t . I t was t h e n as t h e wea.thor 
i m p r o v e d t h e group d i v i d e d - t h e c o n t i n u e d b-unible back t o t h e 
c o t t a g e - t h e v/alk via. J l o u g h r i g g , and t h e keen g r o u p , Langc How, 
J a c k s Rake, Pavey, Dungeon Ghyl r e t u r n i n g v i a B l e a T a r n . 
A s t r e n u o u s o r b u j i i b l i n g weekend - w h a t e v e r you want t o malie i t 
- b u t as a l w a y s , a n i c e boozy one. 
Hope t o see more L a d i e s (and Dave) on t h e n e x t meet. 

J e n n i e T o l l e y . 
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My second v i s i t t o M a l t n t o o k p l a c e o v e r Nov; Year 1985" T h i s • 
t i n e I had tv;c weeks t o do a l l those now l o u t e s wo s p o o t e d on our 
l a s t t r i p b u t t h i s t i m e I vras accompanied by Andy Lewandowski and 
f a m i l y , and N i g e l Brooks an o l d f r i e n d o f T a t s , and e x - S h e f f i e l d 
man. I made s u r e v/e \.7oro w e l l oquipiDod t h i s t i m e t o o , h a v i n g r 
s e v e r a l handrod f e e t o f rc^pe, peg hammers, v/ire b r u s h e s , jui?.ars 
and God-knows-what e l s e . We must have l o o k e d h i g h l y s u s p i c i o u s 
OLPS we sto-ggored t h r o u g h customs under a l l t h a t l o .i 

Our f i r s t r o u t e v/as C o n t i n u a . t i o n 1/aj.l ( V I - ) -Jii t h e 3 0 0 f t h i g h 
sea c l i f f a r o u j i d t h e coc^st from, l / i e d Babu. The weather "wa.s 
superb and v/e a b s e i l e d down t o sea l e v e l i n r b . o r i s and r o c k b o o t s 
o n l y , A p l e a s a n t s l a b b y v / a l l p i t c h t h e n b r o u g h t us back t o t h e 
h a l f w a y lcd;::e above v/hich t h e d i r e c t f i n i s h t a k e s a s t e e p c o r n e r 
and f i n e s l a b . 1 l e d t h e f i r s t h a r d p i t c h v/hich v/ent a t a s t i f f 
5a and l e d t o a semi-hanging b e l a y on an o l d r u s t y peg v/hich had 
a b r a s s p l a t e t i e d t o i t commemorating t h e r o u t e ' s f i r s t ojil 
second a,scontSc These f o r c e s c l i m b e r s must have ha" a ?. t o f 
spare t i m e on t h e i r h a n d s I Andy t h e n t o o k over f o r t h e f i n a l 
s l a b p i t c h v/hich v;as good 5b and v/orthy o f the Extreme grade ( E l ) o 
Not bad f o r a r o u t e f i r s t l e d i n 1953^ 

The nev/ tv/o days t h o v/eathor v/as u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c l y bad f o r M a l t a 
v / i t h hea.vy ra.in and s t r o n g winds b u f f e t i n g t h e i s l a n d . However, 
v/e f e l t a b i t b e t t o r when v/c sav; snow f a l l i n g on t h e beach a t Nice 
on t h e TV, oaid h e a r d o f a r c t i c c o n d i t i o n s i n t h e r e s t o f Europe. 
As soon as t h e weather im p r o v e d wo s e t t o work on c l e a n i n g up 
some l i n e s on t h e elegaait 100 Yards SI;'-. F i r s t I l e d t h e sho.llow 
g r oove j u s t l e f t o f -Red Red V/ine, Andy D u n h i l l ^ r o u t e , to_ produce 
La V a l l o t e (liVS 5 a ) , naraod a f t e r one o f t h e l e a d e r s o f t h e K n i g h t s 
o f t h e Order o f St.John. N i g e l Brooks f o l l o i \ r e d t h i s irp v / i t h a 
f i n e l e a d o f C h J l l i Wind (E1 5b) w h i c h tal^es a l i n e o f r u g o s i t i e s 
up t h e s l a b r i g h t o f Rod Rod Wine. We t h e n r e t i r e d t o t h e nearby 
H.T. S l a b s v d i e r e Andy had s p o t t e d a t h i n d i a g o n a l l i n e a c r o s s a 
v e r y smooth l o o k i n g s l a b . T h i s was d u l y c l i m b e d t o g i v e us one 
nev/ r o u t e each and t h e I s l a n d i t s f i r s t 'B'J, The Punic V/ind ( 5 c ) 
a f i n e achievement under t h e b l u s t e r y c o n d i t i o n s . We were t h e n 
s u r p r i s e d t o meet some o t h e r E n g l i s h c l i m b e r s who were: a l s o o v e r 
f o r . tv/o weeks, as ;;;uosts o f Evan Frendo v/hose p a r e n t s l i v e :̂ n 
M a l t a . We a.rranged t o moo^t up l a . t e r f o r a fev,^ b e e r s . i n a l o c a l 
b a r and djo i n t r o d u c e d t o some o f t h e Ha].teso c l i m b e r s . Mean­
w h i l e we r e t i r e d t o our a p a r t m e n t f o r a b a t h and something t o e a t , 
ah, t h e l u x u r y o f a. package h o l i ' l a y l 

The f o l l o w i n g day v/e went t o e x p l o r e t b o j u t t i n g h e a d l a n d w h i c h 
l i e s t o t h e sout.h o f t h e i.-^uiious .Blue G r o t t o --ihich i s an i m p r e s s i v e 
2 0 0 f t o.rch t h r o v i g h v/hich one can taico a. b oat t r i p . We v/ere n o t 
h e r e t o d a y - t r i p t h o u g h , i n s t e a d v/e began a three-man g a r d e n i n g 
o p e r a t i o n on what we t h o u g h t was a 1 5 0 f t v i r g i n f a c e . ( I t l a t e r 
t u r n e d o u t t o have been c l i m b e d i n 19o3)- V/hile I v;a.s d o a i g l i n g 
on t h e rope f i g h t i n g v / i t h t h e v e g e t a t i o n , Andy s c o u t e d r o u n d t h e 
f a r s i d e o f a s m a l l sav/n t o g o t a viev/ o f t h e o t h e r s i d e o f t h e 
h e a d l a n d . To h i s cune.zement he sav/ a c l a s s i c a l c o r n e r r i s i n g t h e 
f u l l h e i g h t o f t h e c l i f f f r o m o. c o n v e n i e n t wave-cut i^l.atform a t 
t h e c l i f f ' s base, l/e pron-^jtlj a b s e i l e d dov/n and e n j o y e d a v/arm, 
sunny s p e l l i n t h i s n a t u r a l s u u t r a p v / h i l e N i g e l t r i e d t o l e a d t h e 
c o r n e r . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ho g o t sti.ick. a t h a l f h e i g h t and had t o 
b o l a y . Andy t h e n f i n i s h e d o f f t h o r o u t e naming i t Lampiulci (HVS 5a) 
a f t e r t h e f i s h v/hich i s p o p u l a r l o c a . l ' . l e l i c a c y . ( A l a s t h i s r o u t e 
a l s o t u r n e d o u t t o have boon done b e f o r e by two Navy chaps i n 1 9 7 3 , 
b u t we d i d n o t ;aiow t h a t a t t h o t i m o o ) 
A c o u p l e o f days l a t e r v/e met t h e o t h e r E n g l i s h l a d s a,;;ain, a t 
Shaidca, and l e a r n e d t h a t t h e y had p i n c h e d o u r gardened l i n e or* t h e 
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1 5 0 f t f a c e , t h i n L i n g v/o had a l r e a d y c l i n b c d i t . I was none t o o 
p l e a s e d h a v i n g w a i t e d a whole y e a r t o do t h i s p a r t i c u l a r r o u t e . 
S t i l l , we were ahead on t h e nev/ r o u t e s t a k e s a t Shal^ka v / i t h 
Andy Lew. s t i c k i n g h i s neck o u t a g a i n on a v e r y smooth, s l a b b y 
groove w h i c h v/as once ascended by t h e Royal Marines on motor­
b i k e s b e l a y e d f r o m ahovcl He v e r y a p t l y c a l l e d t h e r o u t e 
Motopsycho (S3 5c)» N i g e l a l s o g o t a ro.:-?, r o u t e i n here w i t h 
t h e p l e a s a n t Breezy Rib (MVS), p r o v i n g t h a t nev/ l i n e s a.re 
a v a i l a b l e i n t h e o-asicr grades t o o . My r o u t e here t u r n e d o u t 
t o ha.ve been s o l o o d t h e x^^^'vious day by P h i l B e c k i n g who had 
a l s o s t o l o n t h e Blue G r o t t o r o u t e . Such c o m p e t i t i o n on an 
I s l a n d w i t h l e s s t h a n a dozen c l i m b e r s J 

Vife t h e n d e c i d e d t o go t o Gozo w h i l e B o o k i n g and f r i e n d s s t a y e d 
on t h e main I s l a n d . V/e c l i m b e d f i r s t on t h e s l a b b y w a l l s o f 
t h e I n l a n d Sea p r o d u c i n g a number o f p l e a s a n t r o u t e s between 
70 and 200 f e e t h i g h a t grades v a r y i n g f r o m V . D i f f t o HVS.. 
We t h e n s e t up our b i v v y s i t e i n a. c o n v e n i e n t garage amongst t h e 
h o l i d a y c h a l e t s w h i c h s u g g l e i n t h e h o l l o w o f t h e I n l a n d Sea. 
c l i f f s . The .nes:t day dawned c o l d and wet so we went s h o p p i n g , 
r e t u r n i n g i n t h e a f t e r n o o n t o s n a t c h a 3 0 0 f t a r e t e a t IH^rojra Bay 
c a i l l i n g i t P h o e n i c i a (E1 5a,5b) a f t e r one o f t h e many r a c e s o f 
p e o p l e t h a t have i n v a d e d t h e Maltese i s l a n d s over t h e y e a r s . 
Our l a s t day here was a g a i n r a t h e r windy and we v/ere r e s t r i c t e d 
t o t h e s h e l t e r e d v ^ a l l s o f t h e I n l a n d Sea. However, t h i s r e s u l t e d 
i n a v e r y good r o u t e b e i n g produced, The Gozo C o n n e c t i o n (E2 5c) 
w h i c h I l e d a f t e r Andy had c l e a n e d and e n v i s a g e d t h e l i n e - n i c e 
boy AndyI 

Back on t h e main i s l o a i d a g a i n , we l e a r n e d o f P h i l Booking's 
e x p l o i t s a t V i c t o r i s L i n e s , a s h o r t i n l a n d esca.rpment where he 
had c l i m b e d a la.rge r o o f f i r s t by a r t i f i c i a l means, and t h e n f r e e 
t o g i v e L i t t l e Red R i d i n g Hood (E2 5^ H i s p a r t n e r , Hugh M u l l e n , 
a l s o c l a i m e d t o have r e p e a t e d The Punic V/ind a t E2, hvit t h i s 
t u r n e d o u t t o be a n o t h e r l i n e v/hich he had a c c i d e n t l y made an on-
s i g h t f i r s t o.Gcent oa"l We d i d n o t have t i m e t o r e p e a t ajiy o f 
t h e s e c l i m b s and remained i g n o r a n t t i l l a f t e r t h e t r i p o f t h e 
o t h e r r o u t e s t h e y p u t up, i n c l u d i n g t h e f i n e O s t r e b o g u l o u s (E2 5c) 
v/hich tal<:es t h o t h i n s l a b betv/een Red Red Wine and C h i l l i V/ind. 
I n s t e a d , v/e channeled our e n e r g i e s i n t o t h e l i t t l e e x p l o i t e d west 
s i d e o f Wied Babu, a v a l l e y c r a g about 7 0 f t h i g h . Here Andy 
s o l o e d Potho (VS) v/hich c l i m b s ; i n t o and t h e n o u t o f a c u r i o u s 
h o l e i n t h e c l i f f , and Co-opego (HVS 5a) v/hich p r o v e d l u i e x p e c t e d l y 
ha,rd and gave an e x c i t i n g s o l o . Meanv/hile N i g . j l and I were 
g a r d e n i n g two s t e e p c r a c k l i n e s on a v / a l l t o t h o l e f t . R e c i p r o ­
c a t i n g Andy's g i f t o f t h e Gozo C o n n e c t i o n , I o f f e r e d Andy m.y l i n e 
w h i c h gave Ca.ravaggio (E1 5b) back t o t h e M a l t e s e . (T i r 
o r i g i n a l m a s t e r p i e c e h a v i n g j u s t been s t o l e n from t h e a r t g a l l e r y l ) 
Andy t h e n r e t i r e d t o t h e c a f e w h i l e N i g e l and I u n s u c c e s s f u l l y 
b a t t l e d i t o u t on t h e ovei^hanging s t a r t t o t h e l e f t h a n d c r a c k . 
E v e n t u a l l y we gave up v / i t h t o r n and b l e e d i n g hands - i t wouJ.d have 
t o v/ait f o r a n o t h e r t r i p , o r someone e l s e s i n c e t h i s v/as our l a s t 
day. We had come t o c l i m b as many new r o u t e s as p o s s i b l e and t h i s 
we ha.d done, b u t i n t h e p r o c e s s v/e had seen so many more t h a t needed 
d o i n g - a n o t h e r t r i j D v/as s u r e l y i n o r d e r I 

Roger Brookes 


