
FYLDE MOUNTAINEERING CLUB 
NEWSLETTER SEPT. 198^^ 

EDITOR*S NOTES 
Sunny sutmiier has brought only dark cespair to our l i t t l e clubl Or so 
i t would appear from much, of the following. Lawlessness once again 
r-talks the huts, t h i s time i n the form of mini marauders and tiny 
t e r r o r i s t s who have ushered i n another era of h e l l - r a i s i n g (see A New 
Target)o And as i f our despair was not complete, we are i t seems l i t t l e 
more than a music h a l l joke to our colleagues i n the Fylde Ski Club at 
whose hands further defeats were suffered i n the annual football and 
rounders matches. 
A l i t t l e l a t e r i n t h i s newsletter D. Duck w i l l sound the c l a r i o n c a l l 
t o i a l l y us to the flag and so for my part I w i l l say only t h i s - I was 
present on the ignominious occasion i n question and observed that the 
Ski Club consists almost e n t i r e l y of male nurses and a strange breed of 
female not unlike Russian lady athletes. I s t h i s then how wi are 
brought low? By home perms and steroids! Let them snigger whilst 
they may: our s t a r w i l l r i s e again., 

Eddie Craig. 

THE CLUB DINNER 
V/e return to the Waterhead Hotel, Ambleside, Saturday 8th December -
meal served at 7*30 pm. Cost of the dinner w i l l be £8,00 and the 
Treasurer requests members return the s l i p at the end of t h i s news­
l e t t e r with the appropriate amount. Cheques payable to the Fylde 
Mountaineering Club. 
For hotel accommodation please book direct with the Waterhead Hote. 
Ambleside» .Telo0966 32566, Cost t h i s year for bed and breal^ifast i s 
£13»25.. 
WELCQI4H; 

The following are welcomed as introductory members: 
John Hickman 20 V i c t o r i a Road, Poulton, Nr, Blackpool 
Anthony G.Dougan 19 School Lane, Freckleton. 
Mrs P.A.Bowyer Lane End Cottage, Grange Road, Harableton. 
Phi?ip Spink 17 Duchess Drive, Blackpool» 
Chris Potter 3 Willow Grove, Highfurlong, Blackpool. 
Dave Lundy 60 Westby Street, Lytham,St<.Annes. 
F u l l members:-
i-lr & Nrs. A o J , Lpvett, 
Mr & Mrs J.A.Denmark. , . 

AND FAREWELL. 
Chris Heald, a member for many years, has written i n to resign from the 
club. Chris does t h i s with sadiess but having l i v e d for some time on 
the other side of the world i n a place c a l l e d Yorkshire he has more or 
l e s s taken root there and so bids us farewell. 
He would l i k e to thank, i n p a r t i c u l a r , Pete Roscoe, John and Barbara 
Sealey, Dave E a r l e , Cherry E a r l e , Peter Raff, Mick Tolley and 
Dave Sharpies for some good times and happy memories. 
A l l the best for the future C h r i s . 

A . . . . . p.2 
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J.J. SLIDE SHOW AND PUKLTC LECTURE, 
Members are asked t o malte p a r t i c u l a r note of the JoJ= extravaganza 
at the Tithebarn, Poalton on'Nov„ S l s t ^ Jack w i l l be ably supported 
by Dave Earle, Paul Robinson and Mick T o l l e y , a l l p r o v i d i n g t h e i r very 

and the evening should be a memorable one= 

(To be held at the Buccaneer at 8 . 3 0 pni i n each case) 

best s l i d e 

SOCIALS o 
19th Sept. 
3rd Oct. 

17 th Oct., 
OG t. 

14 t h NoVo 
21st Nov = 

3 0 t h Nov. 

5 t h Dec. 

1 2 t h Dec. 
1 9 t h Dec. 
FUTURE MEETS 
22/23 Sept 
14th Oct. 

27/28 Oct. 
3 / 4 Nov. . 

10/11 Nov. 

18 Nov„ 

Audio V i s u a l Extravaganz.a Dave Earle 
S a i l i n g i n the Hebrides .Don Rutter 
V/anderings i n the North Country Lea B e l l 
Member^ Sli d e s - Bring your own s l i d e s ^ 
Old Han of Hoy.. 
Public Lecture a t Tithebarno Jack Jov/ett, 

Paul Robinson, Dave Earle and Mick T o l l e y . 
Fund r a i s i n g n i g h t f o r Mountain Rescue Team. 

Ski Club Barn Dance and Hot Pot Supper. 
TeanlowG Centre 

Ski Club Folk Night - River Wyre„ 
(Why are you sending me a l l t h i s Ski Club 
s t u f f Donald? V/hose side are you on anyway...? 
- E d i t o r ) 
Audio V i s u a l - The Lake D i s t r i c t Nat. P h i l i p Eden, 
U.SoAo s l i d e s and Xmas Booze-up„ 

Family W/E - L i t t l e Langdale 
Coach Meet (Rydal t o Pa t t e r d a l e ) Mary Aspin, 

F'wood 6783 • 
•Ball Pot Farm ' Pete L l e w e l l y n 
.'.;:;•) or..j,̂ , Beers and Beans - S t a i r J.Jowett, 

Clev0833039 
V/oriiing V//E - L i t t l e Langdale • P h i l Caley, 

Clev. 854521 
Car meet A r m s c l i f f e Andy Blaylock, 

B'pool 5 5 4 0 8 . 

HUT AVAILABILITY. 
6/7 Oct= 
13/14 Oct. 
2 0 / 2 1 Oct. • 
2 7 / 2 8 Oct. 
3/4 Nov„ 
1 0 / 1 1 Nov. 
17/18 Nov. 
24/28 Nov. 
1/2 Dec. 
8 / ^ Dec. 
15/16 Dec. 

Stair, . 
L i t t l e Langdale • • • • 
•Stair " 
L i t t l e Langdale • 
S t a i r -'Bangers, Beers and Beans. 
L i t t l e Langdale, V/orking Weekend. 
S t a i r 
L i t t l e Langdale; 
L i t t l e Langdale 
L i t t l e Langdale 
S t a i r . 

S t a i r - Families 

ART EXHIBITION 
Anyone v i s i t i n g London may be i n t e r e s t e d i n the f o l l o w i n g : 

E x h i b i t i o n of Pain t i n g s "Mountains and Mountain Scenery" 
Alpine Club G a l l e r y , 74 South Audley St., London W=l. 
1 0 - 2 1 September 1 9 8 4 . Weekdays 10am t o 5 Pf̂i° 

bT THE WALL • 
Members may l i k e t o note t h a t .the Ellsmere Port climbing w a l l i s 
now. open and may be u s e f u l i n salvaging something from a wet 
vreekend i n Wales, 

/..... p 3 
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NANT PERIS HUT. 
We are advised by the Vagabond Mountaineering Club t h a t improvements 
have been made t o t h e i r p r o p e r t y and t h a t the l o c k has been changed. 
Any member h o l d i n g copies of the o r i g i n a l key i s advised t h a t these 
no longer work. The Secretary holds (or should do so) the current key 
which i s a v a i l a b l e t o any member. 

D.A, Earle 

SKI WARS. , • : , 
They who climb mountains v;ith the a i d of mechanical means i n order t o 
s l i d e down them again on a ."^ouple of 'planks' (I'm sure you have 
guessed by nov/ t o whom I'm r e f e r r i n g ) have s t r u c k a second l i t e r a r y 
blow at usI 
Indeed one o f t h a t i l k has j u s t shown me w i t h great p r i d e an a r t i c l e 
i n t h e i r l a t e s t nevjsletter and openly boasted t h a t they have nov/ f i r e d 
two broadsides at us i n p r i n t w ithout r e c e i v i n g a s i n g l e shot i n r e t u r n l 
Not content w i t h c o i n i n g a derogatory name f o r us (The F a i r Maidens'. 
C l u b l ) our r i v a l s are now crowing about t h e i r famous v i c t o r y master­
minded by 'She who must be obeyed' at the Rangers r e c e n t l y . 
Let's be honest they only beat us by a comparatively narrow margin 
t h i s time - i n f a c t we claim t o have won the rounders - and, although 
I've no proof t h a t they d i d so, on t h i s occasion we a l l know t h a t 
h a l f t h e i r team u s u a l l y c o n s i s t s of ' r i n g e r s ' on loan from the P.E. 
departments of various educational establishments, and anyway v/e were 
unfortunate i n t h a t c e r t a i n of our s t a r players were on temporary 
t r a n s f e r to Scotland and the U.iS.A. on the evening i n question and so 
could not be r e c a l l e d t o save t h e i r club's honourl What i s more t o the 
p o i n t , i n view of the 'Fylde Smug Club''s comments, these people were 
c l i m b i n g mountains, f o r most of us do not 'only t u r n out i n f a i r 
weather f o r drinkypoos', t o roughly quote the F.S.C's most caustic 
comment, we get out on the h i l l s and mountains i n a l l v/eathers.and a l l 
seasons not j u s t v/hen the fun's s h i n i n g ,on g l i s t e n i n g snov/l (Sock 
i t t o them Duck ...... Ed i t o r ) . 
We get iifet o f t e n enough on the h i l l s so t h a t i-."^:, u n l i k e the Fylde 
Smug Club don't have t o prove t h a t we are 'hard men' by k i c k i n g a b a l l 
about on a sodden f i e l d i n the pouring rainS 
On a n i g h t l i k e t h a t we j u s t use our common sense and go f o r a d r i n k i 
But s e r i o u s l y , can v/e avenge. c r s e l v e s next year? Well can we? I t ' s 
up t o youl . ' 

" D. Duck 

A mi TARGET -
At l a s t , a f t e r years of haranguing the so c a l l e d 'active s e c t i o n ' f o r 
excess noise anH v^^i'••'-•^--n'.- •K^ir^yioiur a new group o f miscreants has • 
emerged- •. • ^ . ., .• 
Cloalied i n a t h i n veneer o f respo-^-'-^M l i t y , wives and c h i l d r e n o f 
p r o f e s s i o n a l men and a l l t h a t , and l e g i t i m a t e l y booked t o boot they 
descend on the unsuspecting Lal^e D i s t r i c t i n a maelstrom of mayhem. 
Roofs are r a i s e d , w a l l s reverberate, pandemonium p e r s i s t s ; e s p e c i a l l y 
t h a t most pervasive pandemonium the e a r l y morning s o r t i . e . before 
about 10 ami 
Balding and bespectacled members were d r i v e n t o f l e e i n g t o the camp 
s i t e a t Great Langdale i n an e f f o r t t o r e g a i n s a n i t y and re-absorb 
some of the peace and t r a n q u i l i t y t h a t the Lake D i s t r i c t i s supposed 
to provide. 

./ It-



L i t t l e Langdale may be sounder than the w a l l s of Jericho but the 
Committee do not v/ant t o take any chances so please l a d i e s t r y and 
tone dovm a l i t t l e the b o i s t e r i o u s exhuberance of your l i t t l e 
t reasures - too many, too loud i s too mucho' 
Anymore of t h i s s o r t of behaviour and Uncle Dave, the k i d d i e s ' 
f r i e n d , w i l l come round and eat them a l l up. 

• • D.Ao Earle (T„K.F) 

Contrary to popular s c i e n t i f i c opinion the epi-centre of the recent 
earthqualtes was ,in f a c t Mo.. 2 Newhouses. 

I-IUT TO HUT WALK June 1 9 8 4 . 

Most of the people t h a t wanted t o go on the Hut t o Hut walk were 
marooned i n Scotland during a week of gloriourS-weather and were 
r e l u c t a n t to leave e a r l y . 
Those of us t h a t were l e f t had done the through t r i p on numerous 
occasions and wanted a nevj challenge. The Ennerdale horseshoe 
was mooted as a p o s s i b i l i t y ^ 
Leading from the rear as usual the meet leader a r r i v e d t o a darkened 
S t a i r hut. A note skewered t o the door by the metaphoric dagger 
asked him and h i s p a r t y t o t i c k the appropriate boxes as t o where 
•and when t o go and to go to bed q u i e t l y . He made h i s mark against an 
e a r l y s t a r t t o Ennerdale. 
7 am found us tumbling out of the t r a n s p o r t i n t o the devj of a p e r f e c t 
morning; c o o l , b r i g h t and c l e a r . The day's crux n a v i g a t i o n a l 
problem soon appeared i n the guise of g e t t i n g l o s t - v/alking around 
the Lalie. We stopped admiring the e a r l y morning l i g h t burnishing 
the ri.xrror-calm surface and the f l o c k s of geese t a k i n g t h e i r ease 
and consulted maps and compasses. 
A way v/as soon found to the F l o u t e r n Tarn t r a c k by f o l l o v ; i n g a l i n e 
of orange tape. V/e hoped the runners t h a t would be f o l l o v / i n g us 
s h o r t l y would be more observant. The steepness of Herdus was soon 
under us and the t r i a n g u l a t i o n p o i n t of Great Borne q u i c k l y reached. 
The prosoect of the days route was nov; spread out before us. I t c e r t a i n l y 
looked a long v/ay but t i n e was on our side and lire convinced ourselves t h a t 

• i f v/e could reach P i l l a r we could f i n i s h the walk somehow or other. 
The gentle s w e l l i n g of S t a r l i n g Dodd prefaced t h a t most delectable 
moun.tain ridge from Red Pike t o High Crag. We passed the time of 
day w i t h a very pleasant young lady marshal v/ho had opted to sleep 
out the nighb on the summit of Red Pike before s o t t i n g o f f along the 
r i d g e above Chapel Crags. 
The low l i g h t picked out P i l l a r Rock d e l i g h t f u l l y and l i t up the crags 
and coves of Steeple. Deep below us on the l e f t Buttermere shone l i k e 
the ageless ,jev/el i t so undoubtedly i s . Bleaberry Tarn, vran 
covered i n i t s s t i l l shadov/ed c o r r i e . Happy memories d r i f t e d through 
ou,r minds as v/e passed the crags of Birkness Coombe .but soon the 
b r a i n v/as sharpened by the steep descent down Gamlin End t o Scarth 
Gap and t h a t mountain i n m i n i a t u r e Haystacks^ 
How d e l i g h t f u l i t woiild have been t o have driink i n i t s magical 
d e l i g h t s t o b u r s t i n g p o i n t on such a g l o r i o u s morning but the magni­
tude of our walk e v e n t u a l l y i n t r u d e d on our ease of raind and we again 
set o f f Gable wards. 
Between here and V/indy Gap the runners s t a r t e d t o pass us, f i r s t i n a 
t r i c k l e and then a f l o o d . Water b o t t l e s charged at Blackbeck Tarn 
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v/e s t r u g g l e d up Brandreth and on t o Gable. The w r i t e r was q u i t e 
stimned to f i n d t h a t Gable d i d not form p a r t of the Ennerdale 
Gorseshoe race but a t l e a s t i t l e f t more room on the sui:iiiiit f o r an 
hour's sunbathe. 
The steep j a r r i n g descent o f Gable v/as talten c a u t i o u s l y and the 
traverse of K i r k f e l l g e n t l y . With seven hours of d a y l i g h t l e f t we 
only had P i l ' l a r to\do (me th o u g h t ) . We s e r i o u s l y considered the 
climber's t r a v e r s e but t i r e d n e s s was beginning t o creep up on us and i t 
was r e l u c t a n t l y l e f t f o r another day when we- could.do i t more j u s t i c e . 
Anotherprolongod stop v/as enjoyed on P i l l a r before the short sharp 
s e c t i o n to Steeple was t a c k l e d on limbs v / i l t i n g i n the oven-like heat. 
Haycock v/ould s u r e l y be the l a s t great t e s t a f t e r which i t was down 
h i l l a l l the way t o the pub.. But the f i n a l s e c t i o n proved mindbend-
i n g . I t was a long v/ay, i t v/as h o t t e r than ever and the way v/as 
bomided by an enormous pi\ilv w a l l . Given t h a t we could have r i m , i n 
slow motion, i n the prescribed.manner of our times, w i t h Floyd remind­
ing us of our a n t i p a t h y to,thought c o n t r o l , i t would no doubt have 
gone e a s i l y . Drainod by the heat and our journey and ster e o - l e s s 
i t d i d not. V/hat i t d i d do was go on and pn and on. (Anyone contem­
p l a t i n g t h i s walk i s s e r i o u s l y advised t h a t a descent down the Steeple 
Ridge, or Tev;it Hov/ and along the l a k e s i d e , t a k i n g care net t o get 
l o s t of course, would g r e a t l y enhance the q u a l i t y of the walk.) 
Crag F e l l was ev e n t u a l l y reached and parched bodies r e v i v e d i n the 
stream t o a p i t c h j u s t s u i t a b l e t o gain the maximum b e n e f i t of the 
Ennerdale Bridge H o t e l . I t had taken a l e i s u r e l y twelve hours and had 
been an u t t e r l y d e l i g h t f u l t r i p . 
Thanks t o the d r i v e r s and companions f o r h e l p i n g t o make such a 
l o v e l y day out, ... . • . 

CORRIS 1984 

Friday n i g h t we all'.met a t the S l a t e r s Arms i n C o r r i s , a f r i e n d l y pub 
w i t h a t a s t e f u l l i n e i n Beer - Banlis v;ho majke a fla.voursome b i t t e r 
and a d e l i g h t f u l m i l d . Our p a r t y had l e f t e a r l y and eaten i n a pub 
at Llandegla - good food and Lees beer. 
The Coventry hut w i l l taJ-.e 8 people; p l e n t y o f sleeping space but 
cooking space i s l i m i t e d ; i t i s a cottage one of a t e r r a c e most of 
which are occupied. 
Saturday sav/ us s p l i t up; M a r t i n and P h i l went climbing on Cader; 
ran i n t o some problems and went to b i r d rock. Dave and Dave.dis­
appeared up the l o c a l h i l l s w h ile the r e s t of us went t o Cader I d r i s 
and had an enjoyable day e x p l o r i n g t h a t extensive h i l l . The evening 
was spent i n the S l a t e r s sampling t h e i r food as w e l l as the beer, 
p l a y i n g d a r t s v/hile M a r t i n was laaking a h i t w i t h the l o c a l l a d i e s . 
Sunday was spent a t Cywarch, an area which has something f o r everyone 
as long as the ,3un shines, v/hich i t d i d - even t o the extent of having 
p l e n t y of c a t e r p i l l a r s f o r C h r i s . 
I t was nice t o have a weekend i n a d i f f e r e n t area, one not too f a r t o 
d r i v e and t o have two days of good weather. 

J. Wisemano 

WASDALE MEET - J u l y y / 8 t h . 

A very v/ell supported meet blessed w i t h the e x c e l l e n t weather t h a t 
1984 w i l l long be remembered f o r . 
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An e a r l y s t a r t found us d r i v i n g dovm Wasdale w i t h the sun l i g h t i n g 
the t u r r e t s of Pikes Crag t o p e r f e c t i o n on a d e l i g h t f u l Friday 
evening. V/e claimed our beds and walked the 25 minutes to the pub 
through hay meadov/s t h i c k w i t h the smell of newly mown grass, as 
good a walk t o a pub as I have ever enjoyed. 
Saturday found us b l i n k i n g i n t o the f i e r c e morning l i g h t , s t i l l 
somewhat stunned t h a t the r a i n forecast by the meet leader had not 
yet a r r i v e d . Teams d i v i d e d i n t o low l e v e l ramblers, high l e v e l 
ramblers and r e a l mountaineers who of course went t o S c a f e l l . The 
Whin Phigg p a r t y e v e n t u a l l y made i t to the pub at Wasdale Head having 
d e f i n i t e l y observed the c l a s s i c a r r i v a l of a f r o n t from the slopes of 
111 G i l l Head. Siinday would d e f i n i t e l y be wet. 
The E d i t o r turned a crov;ded hut i n t o chaos w i t h the c r e a t i o n of h i s 
l a t e s t c u l i n a r y masterpiece - stew. Dinner was i n t e r r u p t e d by the 
l i g h t on the Wasdale screes, which caused the meet leader and h i s 
camera t o depart r a p i d l y halfv;ay through the 3v;eet course. 
Sunday was, of course, i f anything h o t t e r than ever= P a r t i e s 
explored p a r t s of Eskdale and M i t e r d a l e , Steeple and Haycock, and 
the major crags. 
A i l i n a l l 72 hours of complete j o y . 

D.A.Earle 

THE DRYING OUT SESSION.^ 
So f a r , he concluded, i t had been one h e l l of a h o l i d a y . Non-stop 
boosing on the bus a l l the way to the r e s o r t . Bars both on p i s t e 
and o f f , open ' t i l you f e l l over. Supermarket beer at 55p a l i t r e 
and cheap p l o n i i . But t o n i g h t was going to be d i f f e r e n t . The mid- i 
h o l i d a y d r y i n g out session; no e a r l y evening dash t o the pub and no 
l a t e d r i n k i n g . 
He went out on t o the balcony and gazed across the. p i s t e s t o the 
mountains s h i n i n g i n the unearthly glow of the moonlight, almost as; i f 
l i t from w i t h i n . Each diamond s p i r e v;as etched savagely against 
the b l a c k sky w h i l s t overhead th.. milky v/ay tumbled and s p i r a l e d 
across the heavens. The s t a r s shone b r i g h t l y r e f l e c t i n g the sparkle 
of myriad soaring r i d g e s . The c o l d stung him but the beauty of the 
scene t o r e at h i s s o u l . 
He announced h i s i n t e n t i o n , packed a small so.ck w i t h emergency 
p r o v i s i o n s , c o l l e c t e d h i s t o u r i n g s k i s from the locker and ventured 
i n t o the n i g h t . A f t e r the b u s t l e of the day the s t i l l n e s s and the 
s i l e n c e were profound. The swish of h i s s k i s d i d not intrude'and 
the sqeak of the snov/ echoed the emptyness. His breath c u r l i n g 
soundlessly upward v/as the only other movement. 
He entered the v/ood and i t s f o l d s s i l e n t l y and g e n t l y embraced him. 
P l a y f u l V he tapped the branches w i t h h i s pole and the snow exploded, 
oparkled i n the iiioonlight and f e l l s o f t l y to the e a r t h without d i s t u r b ­
i n g the u t t e r s i l e n c e of h i s v/orld. 
E v e n t u a l l y he eiijorged from the woods i n t o the harsh f l a r i n g world of 
the upper snov/ slopes g l i t t e r i n g l i k e s i l v e r . Belov/ him he could 
see the p i s t e s where he had s t r u g g l e d f o r so long i n a v a i n attempt 
at l e a r n i n g t o s k i . 
Never had so much time been l a v i s h e d on one i n d i v i d u a l by h i s f r i e n d s 
v/ith so l i t t l e e f f e c t . Slow, clumsy and awkward he was s t i l l 
s t r u g g l i n g from the pupa of 'Stem C h r i s t i e s ' . Yet up here h i s 
s p i r i t soared i n unison w i t h the peaks and r i d g e s . He v/as master 
i n h i s own world, A mountaineer able t o move f r e e l y and s a f e l y i n 
h i s chosen environiBent both p h y s i c a l l y and s p i r i t u a l l y . 



HG passed i n t o the inky shadov/ of a steep crag which brooded menacingly 
over him. He knev; t h a t i n the present v i c i o u s l y c o l d c o n d i t i o n s he 
would be safe from stone f a l l and t h a t i t had already avalanched i t s 
recent snovjfall=. As he emerged back i n t o the moonlight the sparkle 
from the snow almost hurt h i s eyes^ Slowly he continued t o climb 
up the huge snovj bowl and e v e n t u a l l y traversed across t o the top of 
the b i g drag lift„ From here he knew a long easy run l e d dov;n t o 
the a l c o h o l i c rendeavouso He took stock of the s i t u a t i o n . 
On h i s r i g h t the crags under which he had come glowered c r u e l l y 
l i k e a knight i n i c y armour, hunched against the rage of v/intero 
On h i s l e f t rose a slender elegant s p i r e s h i n i n g l i k e a spear i n the 
moonlight, a study i n etched s i l v e r , poised between heaven and earth 
and defying the blackness of the sky= A s t i l l n e s s pervaded h i s soul 
and held him spellbound. The g r a c e f u l beauty entered h i s heart and 
sent h i s s p i r i t soaring t o v/here the m e r c u r i a l blade l e a p t against the 
n i g h t a i magnificent u n i t y and t r u e beauty^ 
I n f r o n t of him on the other side of the dark trench of the main 
v a l l e y the bulk of Mont Blanc, diamond cut by the ravages of time, 
and supported by the s t e e l y s p i r e s of i t s s a t e l l i t e s , f l o a t e d 
mysteriously upon a gossamer mat of cloud. 
At once both apparent and r e a l , savage yet peaceful, the j u t t i n g bones 
of soLie e a r t h l y corpse yet a v i s i o n of such deathless beauty as l i v e s 
i n the mind f o r ever =, 
He r e f l e c t e d on i t s many epics and tragedies and e s p e c i a l l y on B o n a t t i ' s 
r e t r e a t from the c e n t r a l p i l l a r o f Freney. I t seemed impossible now 
i n the u t t e r peace and t r a n q u i l i t y of the n i g h t to imagine storms of 
such murderous f e r o c i t y . 
The s p e l l was broken by the warm glow of the l i t t l e v i l l a g e n e s t l i n g 
i n the f o l d s of the h i l l s l i k e a babe i n the womb, pr o t e c t e d from the 
harsh outside world and f u l l of expectant l i f e . He removed h i s skins -
locked down h i s heels, and set o f f down the p i s t e s l owly and i n e l e g a n t l y . 
He smiled t o h i m s o l f as he r e f l e c t e d t h a t there was fi'one around to 
n o t i c e h i s poor s t y l e and concentrated on absorbing the view^ 
Graduall5'- "the surrounding h i l l s i d e s pressed i n upon him and eased him 
tov/ards the v i l l a g e . , . 

him a 
I n the bar the f e s t i v i t i e s were i n f u l l sirring. The exorcise had given / 
t h i r s t and he soon passed the number of p i n t s he vjould have consumed 
had he a r r i v e d w i t h the o t h e r s . Eventually most r e t i r e d 
and he moved i n t o the r e s t a u r a n t area t o enjoy the e x c e l l e n t jazz 
session and a fevj- more p i n t s . The v;arm glow at the bottom of the 
glass r e f l e c t e d h i s s p i r i t as he viewed the c l a r i n e t i s t through h i s 
a l c o h o l i c haze. 
The l a s t cable car came and went. He spent the l a s t hour alone. 
The c o l d 'pression' f i z z e d l i k e the music u n t i l 2 am found him 
outside s t r u g g l i n g w i t h the s k i i s . He h a l f cobbled, h a l f snow-
ploughed dovm the easiest run he could l o c a t e and e v e n t u a l l y f o L i n d 
h i s v;ay back t o h i s apartment block. 
I t had been one h e l l of a moonlit s k i tour and one h e l l of a 
temperance session. 
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