FYLDS MOUNTALNEERING CLUB

NEWSLETTER : - HARCH, 198%

EDITOR'S NUTES : A.C.cie
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ACtats are definitely getting wore
latest beoing no evception and more

e Ulying around than ever.

It could be old age, but
difficult to follow,
lead-brained ideas s

There was a fairly iniocuons, thonsh ranid start, pity in many
ways we slowed down, with everything boing:s passed before- we got
to it and hopes arising of the first ever one pint A.Geilaw

Things settled down hovever, with Ulin election of the new
committec. Barris Creok was owmouversd into the Chairman's
post in superb mug-of--the yeur style and the rest of the
comuittee fell in place behind him withont too much hassle.

It was the last thing thot did. Wheo follewed was either a full
and frank discussion about the cthos of the club or a load of
cobblers, take your pick.

George Parker thrivs the first hot potato by challenging the

one year qualification period for full nembership and suzgested

a simpler system of vetting prospective members on club meets,
"don't like the cut of that fellow's Jib, el major?", or at the
very least insisting new members attend a given number of meets in
the intreoductory year, which is supposed to happen anyway... ‘This
prompted an introductory wmeuber to ask how many meets full members
attend and suggest this stipulation apply to them. Realisation
dawned, that as few members, full or introductory attend. that

many meets anyway, such a stipulation could rapidly lead to the
club's demise and tho matter, 2o they cay, was droppedu

It had unfortunat:lv se! o 1 . Deaple thinking, not leasl John
Sealey, who suddenly Prop i wsnhene for kicking all the walkers
out of the clud and pass- o
might think some nconle vou)
Well, you'd b» right - sore
storm of protest, Bete
anyway and thevoefore th

started to defiane 'montaincce.i

-noto lLytham Ramblers. Now you
-eoexceptlon to a remark like that.
It fact it brought a fair

vas primarily a wallers' club
b te Kicked out. Others
il Brasn Melson, admirable as

e
always, told a wvory calutary Lake of a young lad who started climb-
ing in Wales and wlich I don't tainic we got Lo the end of. I must

ask him to finioh 1t rome tive.

Anyway, the matter wae Tiraliy resolved by a bright sparik who said
-} J i o 53 >
¢ Lo ciimb a erax, then 2ll the climbors

that if all the walkers e
should be able to navigate asross the hills with map il compass.
Now I don't want to make 105 meeting sound too wuch like "Death
Wish III" but once again it beeame pretly obvious that with all the
wallkers stranded haliway v some erag and the climbers lost without
trace the outlook for the F.u.C. was again looking fairly bleak.
Fortunately what passos for good sense finally prevailed and it was
decided that things shenld conlinae as hefore though with a

definite necd to encourage ant develon new climbers.

Future club policy raflected 1l felt need for a continued empha-
sis on successful club activitics ind with this perhaps a little
more club spirit?

Stair hut adaptions wore cvitic oo biood ind the new hult secretary,

Pave Westhy, has ithis in havdg.
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Club membership and finances remain healthy as cver thoush
sadlty-this is once again due almost catirely to income derived
from other clubs usin, the hots and our own use of the huts is
astonishingly or shamefully in declinc. :

What more can I say! Best of lucik to the new committee and
keep sending me the articles.

Lddice Cralg.

NEW MEMBERS.

Full .z dr. J.A. Hartley
Introductory : Richard Horton
: Stephen riacDonald
Alan Sharpc
Nicholas Harms

THE ADVERIS.

For sale: 1 pair Scarpa Fitzroy Boots, Size 41. Price £35.
Almost new (price ncw new £79)

Contact: RBrian Ndlson
57 Princess Way,
Fleetwood 4117.

HJ0T AVAILABILITYi
April 1-2-3 Lanzdale

3-9 “Stair
15-16 Langdale
22~23 Stalr

29-30-1  Laagdalc
Qm 301 Stair familics

f

Hay  6-7 Stair
13-14 Nant Peris (Vaigs)
20--21 Stair

27-25 Stair.

cJune  3-4 Langdaly
10-11 Both hnt-io-aut
17-19 Lan jdalc
25 Stalr
July 1-2 Lang,dale familics
1-2 Stair
G Lan;dale

15-16 Stair

22-23 Langdale

29--30 Stair.
FUTURE vlETS.

Baster Aprill-Gth Rock climbiig Cornwall

. ; S o O %

=Uih  Nuir of Tavercy hut D.farle, Poulton o%0203%
I ~ . NN

171:h Coach ilectl D.Laycock, Clev.ob8i50

2%=-24th Walcs Corris hut J.Wiseman, Clev.b25659%.
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SOCIALS. — The Buccamcer, 8.3%0 pu
April 13th 1283 - Dave Earle's Audio Visual Extravaganza.

May 11th 1983 - Another Brici in the Wall - Audio Visual Prusen=-
tation on Hadrian's Wall by G. Schofield.
(Please note 3.15 pu start.)

May 17th 1383 - Trip to Thwaitcs Brewery, Blackburn - contact
Don Nichol oa Blackpool 66950 (20 places only)

DUNNERDALE IN DANGER.

Concern is cxpressed that the Forestry Commission have plans

for further mass afforestation iil the Duddon Valley, particu-
larly on the open fellside above Grasspuards. The Friends of
the Lake District and other coacerned bodies are strongly opposed
to this and request aayone sharing their vicws to protest,

either by writins to their i1.P. or direct to the Forestry
Commission, 231 Corstorphine Road, Edinburesh, EH12 7AT.

B.#.C. NEWS,

The B.M.C.'s annual Dianer and A.G.M. will be held at the Royal
Victoria Hote, Llanberis on Saturday, 23rd Aprilu A.Goi. 4.30pm
Dinner 7.30 pa for & pm. Tickets £5.50 from B.M.C. Office,
Crawford House, Precinct Centre, Booth Street Bast, Hanchester
M13 9R2, Phone 0061-273~-5035,

Hotel rates £5.75 bed and breakfast, Phoue 0286-870253, asking
for special function rate.

Cheap Travel from London to Grenoble, Chamonix, Geneva, Verdoi,
Courmayer (Aosta) Turin, Hilan (Dolomites).
From £50. return - Coatacl B.H.C. al Crawford House.

Training Courses:
Peak District May 14/15th.
Guidance in helping Novices.
A course for thosc involved in iastruciing novice climbers.
Cost 18,

SUPERMAN OF THE SLOPLS or A PILLOCK ON 'fHE PISTS.

It was early morning in Lo Plasne and Lhe sumait snows of the
Dome De BellecGte shone in the 1irsi rays ol A sun slowly
burniag its way upwards i oo clondless siy.

Meanwhile two thousand wetres below ia Lhe apariments of ski
resort Plagne BellecdHte,primitive life was already astir., Tom
Carroll, stomach and bladder pressing, blundered incelepantly
from room to room, whilst Lhe boy playfully cluded him. Other
occupants of room 3206 lay transfixed in horror, contemplating
the possible consequences of this particular high stakes game of
hide and seek and willed the aforcmentioned Mr. Carroll on to
BUCCRSS. All that is except the editor who as is his want at
this time of day lay peacefully asleep in his pit blissfully
unaware of the drama being cnacted closc by.

Sadly, wherever you are in the world morning alwiys starts about
the same time and anyway ski-ing lessons booked for 9 am. had
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been paid for in advance and even French Franks should not be
wasted. Theeditor wade it, washed, breal;Tasted nnd‘suitably
“attired he asscmbled with others-of his ilk, that is the non-
skiers of the party on the nursery slopus and wiited to be told
how to do it. What a happy band we were. Derck, the solicitor,
Alan the drinking man's socinlist, Tom Knowles who would have
liked to &nd Jackie who wouldn't, not forretting Terry our enthu-
siastic instructor.

That first morning went well. He did simple little vxercises
like 1ifting the froat end of our aki and then lifting the back,
we slid short distances, had Lo bend down =nd touch our toes then
our kne¢es then our chest then our heads., We bont our knecs and
stood up again. I also did a lot of fallinz ovor and ski-ingy
into snéwdrifts, but then I did that 21l week.

Terry,our instructor, seccmcd sultably impressed nad soon had us
higher up the slopes on a morc demanding little practice arcea.

It was about this staze where I bepan to realisc somuthing was
WIONg . Clearly T had had the misiortune to hire - raulty pair
of skis. Could there we any other explunntion for the fact I
was patently unable to turn in the direction T wighed, or indeod
any direction; for the fact that 1 w.s imnable to stop by any
other means than by running into something 2nd was still falling
over? ' ‘

For some obscurc reason Lerry s5till remnined ridiculously enthu-
siastic and for the next threc days dragszed us all over the resort
whilst ay skis continucd to let me down badly and T shill kept
falling over.

In the evenings we ganpled the delights of this purposc-huilt
resort, which included beer at ©1.80. a pint?! Suitably imbibed

on this stuff our scli-styled suru, Ton Carroll, lecturcd us
nizghtly on the benofits of Thatcelerisn, Roman Catholicism, procres-
tion, the ¢vils of martal infidelity and why we should Al] iy
sheep in the Falklonds. I think I preferred f:line over!

Also fondly remeambercd is a tali he save on plg adng; in

Denimarle though on Lhat ocecasion sowconc clue ot the hacon.

Round nbout Thursday, bhowever, things were bosdnning to change.

I had been thinking thoushts 1ike upper torso to the fall linges
hips to the slope;  bend the kirees;  stick the pole in and burn as
you cone up = always reacmboering to counter-rotate.  Un Lhe ensy
bits 1 was oven managing to reanin upright.  So off 1 woit on oy
own, determined to got it touther. At the top ol wy chosen run

I watched & group of frogyice brata, oldest sdout by,orecaiviig
iustruction.  There must have boeon About twenty of the little
bespers all ski-ing faudtlessly in 2 crocodile formilion. I set
off, thinys were joing Ouk., style rubbish, but T wag selting downa
Then 1 came to the mopul field. floguls for the uninitiated arc
snowhuaps forued by the turning of skicrs on steop slopeis. They
can cause probluis. But not this tiue, I wiweignted, 1 might cven
have counter-rotated: anyway, 1 turned and turncd agning I had
coutrol, master oi my owi destiny and ny skis. Then it

Wppened ooove I crossed uy tips..o,crossing your tips is
BCENG . Cace you've crossed your tips that!s more or lo

)

therv's really nowherc for you to 50, Propress siopn, s
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I crashed down hard and lay there, decldedly undignified,

head down and skis in the nuir, sLill crossed! T rolled
over slowly. The frogaic brats caae oki=-ing past;  still
faultless, still ia p(itpbi formation. Thelr spindrift

wafted in ny oce ond tuir rolloed down ny choeuvk. Hitler
was probably rignt about the French, whatever he said about
them, he was probably ri.hi.

At moients like thoat lesser aen riny woll lose heart but ot
the cditor. Thousn I acver did guite et it together, I
struggled on for the remainder of the holiday gencrally suffer-~
ing further huailiation liie falling off Pownlifts in front of
large crowds and falling oft ay skis v front of anyonc who
happened to be around.

However, all was not in vain nnd I ocan say thnt T was undoubl-
¢dly a whole lot better ot the end of the week than I was at the

beszlaning. ow couldn't say L'w a shi-vr, but you couldn't say
1'm oot. I had o great vine and I didn't actually breai:

anything. S0
but nothiwn; Zotl

sob twisted and some thiigs gol bruise

i

ime Piste will sco

The holidoy gust referred to was 2 weck in the Fronch Alps,
organised by Red Guide Ski Tonrs, Dickson Road, i3laclpool

(ilbu pluzl) who run coach holidays to various ski reosorts
throughout the scason. Abhout a dozen FMC mewbers went on

this particuvlar trip and all cujoyed thousclves. Travelling by
coach saves a few bob and overill represents extroscly iyood

L

value. Accorniodation was excellent as was the weather and snow
conditions. The resort offers an amazing nuaber of shops and
acilities and cven English papers, oie day old, were available,
2ll of course at a pricu. The superiarket sold all sorts of
|

goodics but due to the scli-catering nature of the apartuents,
the cditor usually froquented the frozurn food coiparimcrt .
Thark pod for fromen pizoa.

pddic Craip.

IN SEARCH OF SNOW, Mark 20.

The id\% of the "in senrcn of Saow" decl was couceived by Hom.
dcmber Ruyimond Liogime, sooe tioe abort 135% , o0 Lhig could e
about ML )( but as anclent records hnve long since disappearcd,
1t dousn't dltb\r muach ancd, wiet s Daportant is that this old
cotablishuent he
have been the

sorable days to its credit awd Toaim hoappy to
0l BO Ly .

Nol always have we 1ow1d Lhe "Malvite sinffh One yoear we scarched
for hours on Rud Screes,valaly searchisig, Lurhij, wiien we found
sorie aboul the size of a dinin -table we juuped up and down on it
shouting Wefve fouud Lti™

tlore often, however, we have had uuow in plenty and wany an cpice
This year was well up to standnrd. The proceding week had

brought gales, high winds and siow over wosi of Bipsland.  On

Saturday the temperature rose and the ronds were cleared. On

Suinday there was a pood coveriing, ALl over the Lake District, but
Lo

a solid blanwet of clond provailed except (Lurprisiagly) o
Scatcell Pike.

Soonn G
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Pweatyught nen atteioded uwd the route chiosea was 1o
Diaszeon Ghyll to atollor. Various groups chose the route
of their choice nad the mound: inz asconded were Senfell Pike,
Great Gable, Glaramara, Allea S5, oud Various
pullies and ice elivibs were coapleted on flngiag, hnolha.

succession of 1ls in
the precediag, weons producad, atty places, sofb snow over-
laying sclid ice. Mavidation wis very diftricult ia the thick
cloud where paths and cairns were often covercd U deed Biow.
Of course wistakes were wade bhub oveatual

pood spirits at Seatolluc. Anyonu
going "soft" should be reassured Dy the wwv Thc . new
and old, trekloed this crossing ol the highost neoxs in the Lake
District successfully ia such diificull conditinigs,

Conditions were very dod .

CVeTy ol arrived i
conceriied hout the €1

1t was a sreat pity that there werd sowc caply seats in the
coachh and that the Club had to subsidise Lhe cosl. So could I
appeal to nuebers to help future wect lenders,

supporting these coach mects and booking varly.

1

2 the Club, oy

Jouch Jowoett

Satu - 240th Fu ebruary 1903,

Petor PO-_)CU\ , Goorsne Parker and aysell, Loft Lagsasarbh to .
attenpt Curved Ric '»'\,/Lasv Gully oo the Buchaille. We siarted
with a short icc pitch fellowcd by nuaerous pilchus of
1nteresting scranblin.. ALt 1011”11 woe could have completed the
clinb with an casy sioow sl Opu, Foler Roscoor deci-lod we would
do a variation which proved ' and we evontually
arrived at the top of ihe

On sSaturcay ui_hi cveryond Tor soie Timay
ot l ]

BC0 1oDEC. 1 turned ‘“cm. l.:(/L a0y bo e
awalicacd by oae FiC monborn che it st ien, Jollowsd
shoruly alterwards by The procs.enl cludrmag ol b oub of i

Al or wass hoe

bunk (Did he

Sunday, 2"7t}1 Tebruaey

onlmy :‘1111::‘ wes finc.  Phil Caley's por

' 2 Aounach Enzach rid o. Dwe Barle and om Carro
3 50 sliiny. Puicr Roscoo, Guor e Pap
Croone, Christine aud ryself sci ofl to Jdo Lho Al Das 0w
Ghean Aonach. Ve completed the route and walkod along, the

to Coire nan Lochain, bul on the weabher wae debori or:xting
we dosceouded to the car. O onr roeturn we digscovered that Ihil
Caley's party had 1oft {for howe and we decided Lo Tollow suit
and pack up.

Ly sadd by would

11.

Y, BAT

Altnoush the weather had poun poor, I hnd ot least mvgeeecd
one roite on the Buchaille on wy Cirst visil Lo Uloencoo.

Bob ndllow

LUNDY SEET  Awgust Baak Holiday 1983 (dect Leader Martin Dale)

Prices: The Darn and duetura 305 ) !
Coaping & Return Fli-ht - 41,50,

fMect fully subscribed, leader roquest Possibil ity

o1 further places diow to drop-oul - Iy Ol .1.nlu,k..._\:,d ¥

1

contret dartia, 21 dunor load, Slachpnol (_1_a_rn_ phone neabe o)




