
FYLDS MOUT^ITAINEERING CLUB 

FEWSL'''vTTER • 

• Ji^A^UxiRY 1 9 7 8 
Greetings f o l k s j - Compliments of the ?/inter season i n what i s the 
l a s t Nev/sletter by t h i s hand; my persuasive powers have taken a 
b a t t e r i n g and I am sor r y tha t the r e s u l t has been^ i n most e d i t i o n s 
at any rate^ Rock F o l l i e s according to Ricko £^m clean out of 
r i b a l d r y : Rob No r r i s and Mick T o l l e y can nov^ s a f e l y park t h e i r 
b ath-chairs i n the cafe car-park at Tremadoc instead of h i d i n g them 
amongst the rocks; by the way^ George Parker has bought a trophy 
cabinet; Brian V/ilkinson i s going back to work at the Bank^ he t o l d 
lae " t h a t ' s where the money is''-o ( h i s joke - I cnly w r i t e them down); 
on the next t i d e Gordon Aspin i s s a i l i n g t o Hollywood t o take up the 
o f f e r t o play THi'l leading r o l e i n a new series of "Colomibo" ( i t s a 
gas)J they t e l l me he pr e f e r r e d t h i s t o a remake of "DESTRY R I D E S 
AGAIN"; they also t e l l me Alan B e l l used t o t o u r the old Music H a l l s 
s i n g i n g Folk Songs; Dave Earle has got a new job - s k i i n s t r u c t o r at 
the Badenoch Hotel (they mur--t have got h i s name mixed up w i t h t h a t of 
a Duke or an E a r l ) ^ Jack Jowett wants the lowdies back at L i t t l e 
Langdale f o r now that he can get a decent n i g h t s k i p he doesn^t 
because he now l i e s awake t r y i n g - t o t h i n k of excuses f o r NOT going 
on long walks; i t has been whispered to me that Steve Halton has 
taken a vow of silencep (though I'm not c e r t a i n where t o ) ; p o l i t e 
c i r c l e s t e l l me th a t our old f r i e n d iindyyDLinhill w i l l be 
p r o f i l e d i n the coming e d i t i o n of ̂ 'Lancashire Life'' due to an 
i n d u s t r i a l dispute betvi/een the various p r i n t i n g chapels - Andy^ we 
knowp i s a devout B a p t i s t ; Easy Rider '^tets" has been banned yet 
again f o r being noisy i n the d o r m i t o r i e s - he was asleep at the time 
of the offence; a f t e r the l a s t Club Dinner^, best L i t t l e Langdale 
Hut Secretary we We ever hadp Don i l i c h o l ^ went ahead and banned 
himself; at the Dinner Pete Roscoe was awarded GOBLET OF THE YEAR 
(donH \,̂ -orryp Pete^ 1*11 get mine a f t e r t h i s l o t ) ^ remember C o l i n 
Green g e t t i n g h i s Peugeot 3 0 l | smashed t o pieces i n a spot of di c k y 
parking which r e s u l t e d i n 30k pounds worth of rear-end datnage a 
few years agOj w e l l C o l i n has bought a nev; car^ an j-^lfasud^, i t has 
no rear-end whatsoeverj and i s guaranteed t o f l a t t e n i n any shunts 

Well i f th a t l o t doesn't persuade you th a t i t ' s time I went - what 
v ^ i l l i See you on the h i l l . 

AI^KUAL DII^EER 1 9 7 8 DER.VENTYifATER HOTEL, PORTINSGilLE has been booked. 
I t has a l l the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s f o r a good do and i s very popularo 
Accommodation^ d i n i n g , comfortable lounge^ disco, a l l under one roof. 

AVIEMQRE: 1-JEW _YEAR R_ Reeve 
A la r g e contingent of members past and present assembled a t t h i s 
famous watering hole, known of o l d as Costa del Bevy. The 
s c i n t i l l a t i n g l y coloured body-hugging gear of the s k i e r s as they 
l e f t f o r the p i s t e provided novel conversation f o r Robbie Mallinson 
(Vagabonds M.C.) and myself, as we d a i l y t r u n d l e d o f f t o the Northern 
CorrieSo 
Day One provided f a i r weather, i f a l i t t l e windy; there we-e 
ple n t y c l i m b i n g the easy g u l l i e s of Coire an t-Sneachda so we 
chose ALLADIlvTS .BUTTRESS (Gr.U) vjhich went ciuite comfortably. Ice -
conditions were not remarkable„ 
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Day Two found us i n the saiiie c o r r i e again t h i s time at the f o o t 
of ALLADIINS MIRROR DIRECT (Cr.U) i n t h i c k s w i r l i n g mist and^ 
because there vvas one almighty gale blO¥;ingp we had the crag t o 
ourselves. On t h i s day ice c o n d i t i o n s were good and the loose 
snow had disappeared^ At 2 p.m. Robbie took the lead and probed 
the snowy apron beneath the impressive 25 f o o t column of v e r t i c a l 
water ice t o no a v a i l - v e r d i c t ; Terro"'dactyls are a b i t t r i c k y 
on v e r t i c a l , b r i t t l e ice^ Given the lead I proceeded t o wham my 
way heavenwardSn Sh o r t l y , an e x c e l l e n t arm-sized holo appeared 
i n the i c e ; the drag -was t h a t f o u r f e e t appear to be a l o t f u r t h e r 
when they occur above yisur head. I've never been able to e x p l a i n 
t h i s apparent o p t i c a l i l l u s i o n coupled w i t h the strange knackering 
e f f e c t i t has on the muscles of the arm. Adopting the motto"when • 
i n doubt press on*' I a r r i v e d shoulder l e v e l t o the hole and 
f r a n t i c l y dug i n as much body as possible. Viith r i g h t arm w e l l 
i n s e r t e d I found t h a t t h i s hole could be adapted t o take a superb 
thread runner; the problem v̂ as i n the threading, I couldn^t take 
out iiiy armo Although I was able to t h i n k s t r a i g h t the minutes 
t i c k e d away u n t i l at l a s t I was f o r c e d t o do b a t t l e or drop o f f -
or botho 'j'iell a second l a t e r I was happy to be c l i p p e d i n t o and 
suspended from the thread runner t h a t a second before had eluded 
mOo I t proves t h a t on rare occas occasions cardiac a r r e s t can be 
a t o n i c t o the system., However, I l o s t a few p o i n t s on s t y l e by 
dropping the old ice-axe. r/hat a p a i n f u l sight i t was t o see my 
t r u s t y walloppa 'jvinging i t s way to e a r t h . I gave t i g h t rope t o 
Rob and he r e t r i e v e d . The l a s t t en f e e t of ice remained and a f t e r 
one devastating moment when the ice refused the p i c k the angle 
suddenly eased to h o r i z o n t a l as the top of the column was reached. 

Looking dovm I could see Robbie stowing h i s ice axes; he s i g n a l l e d 
and I r e a l i s e d he wanted the use of my curved jobs so I drew i n the 
rope and lowered these down. 
The r e s t of the route was a very pleasant, easy angled slope v^hich 
l e d t o i i l l a d i n ' s M i r r o r , a small c o l near the top of ^ l l a d i n ' s 
C o u l o i r ; ¥;e descended t h i s as the n i g h t snook down on Coire an 
t-Sneachda. 
Day Three, New Year's Eve, sav/ Robbie and myself heading f o r Stag 
Rocks but thaw co n d i t i o n s p r e v a i l e d and our p r o j e c t e d ascent of 
Amphitheatre Gully ( h ) was cancelledo Shelter Stone Crag looked 
tremendous across the bog of Meur na Banaraich. 
John and Barbara Sealey, w i t h Sue, climbed A l l a d i n ' s Couloir, l a t e r 
enjoying the pleasures of a swimi and sauna at the Centre. 
John Hargreaves, Fred Snalam^ John Hamilton, P h i l Caley, Steve Halton, 
Joe G i b l i n , K e i t h Lockett, Chris and Ann Heald and s k i e r s Mike Feele^^ 
and Co. plus crowds of other f r i e n d s made the evenings at the Freedom 
Inn and the y7inking Owl a popular event (which tended to d e t r a c t from 
e a r l y r i s i n g ) o 

LITTLE LiiNGDALE HUT 
Since i t has been under New Management courtesy of Dave Nichol the 
place has taken a t u r n f o r the b e t t e r . I n f a c t , thanks must go out 
to Dave and h i s teams of workers who have put i n hours of e f f o r t , 
Well done, Dave and Col 

- 2 -



iv'Iarathcn man Robin "Trucker"Norris g a l l a n t l y competed i n the 
iCarrimor 2 week dash; a f t e r n early f o u r t e e n days dashing around 
l i k e a demented ant, b r a i n packed i n ; sad r e a l l y , such a young 
lad^ l o t s of f u t u r e , loads to g i v e , t u r n back the hands-of-time, 
put him i n f o r ' 0 ' l e v e l GEOMETRY, get r i d of t h a t hackney carriage 
he towed on h i s mountain runs, s t r i p dovm his VOSPER-THORNEYCROPT 
MARINE GOK/TPASS, toss .away that V i k i n g Lode stone, haul him o f f 
those a d d i c t i v e LEAD PILLS, no way t o t r e a t your God-given REAL 
ESTi - iTE, get h i s smokes down from kO t o ten OAlC TREES a-day, 
charging head-on i n t o the 7^30 from C a r l i s l e every n i g h t might 
have been good f o r the'pulse but as a pre-event crash programme 
i t tends t o form callouses on the foreheado 
ANNUAX_DINNER__DEC. 77 ' 

Yet again a very good meal was had at the S t i c k l e Barn, NoD.G. , 
Langdale, followed by f e s t i v e f r o l i c s performed by an array of 
f e s t e r i n g old f e t l e r s (Robin N o r r i s v̂ on the Montreux Golden Drav\/ers 
/iward; as usual the s c r i p t was u n i n t e l l i g i b l e and the audience 
accepted t h a t i t v;as supposed t o be funny - the e f f e c t d e f i n i t e l y 
was). 
Resident D.J, John Sealey f l i p p e d the discs v\?hile Pylde members s 
stomped, q_uaffed and got very s i l l e e . 
Representatives of other clubs vv'ere: Chester - Col i n Green, 
Malcolm E l d r i d g e ; Vagabonds - Heather and Marg. George Parker, 
f o r sedan-chair leadership on the h i l l , won the "MUG OP THE YEAR"; 
peue Roscoe v/as honoured w i t h a v/ine GOBLET to commemorate L i f e 
Membership bestov/ed l a s t .i.G.Mc 

THE FURTHER ADVENTURES__ OF THE SOUTH OF_THE_.̂ RIBBLE_,MOB " 
C o l i n Green (Chester) 

A f t e r the f i r s t halfway decent v/inter f o r years ( l a s t year ED) I 
thought t h a t you Lakes f e l l e r s might l i k e t o know about the much 
greater p o t e n t i a l t h a t North V'/ales can o f f e r over the Lakes i n the 
way of v/inter climbing. The reasons f o r t h i s are obvious. The 
area has a much greater p r o p o r t i o n of high l e v e l n o r t h f a c i n g c l i f f s 
than the Lakes and i s g e n e r a l l y more rugged. 
The n o r t h side of Snov/don o f f e r s routes of about 50U f e e t which don't 
s t a r t u n t i l about 3 0 0 0 f e e t . The grades are i n the I , I I or I I I 
range and the c l i f f i s g e n e r a l l y recognised as o f f e r i n g the most 
r e l i a b l e snov^ conditions south of Scotland. The routes themselves 
are easy t o f o l l o w but i n mist they are d i f f i c u l t t o l o c a t e . Right 
Hand T r i n i t y and Lady's and Cave G u l l i e s are- probably the best bets 
at about I I I or I I I / I V . 
The Black Ladders behind Llech Ddu i n the Carnedds also o f f e r s 
r e l i a b l e conditions combined w i t h routes of superb q u a l i t y . The 
route of the Crag i s undoubtedly .western Gully v/hich at 1 0 0 0 f e e t 
and Grade U i s a f a i r l y serious sort of expeditiouo An e a r l y 
a"ttempt i n December w i t h Rick Reeve had i t s f a i r share of g r i p 
quotient \-^hen we simultaneously ran out of ice and d a y l i g h t at 
about ^ height. Retreat the way we had come was out of the question 
and an epic traverse across the c l i f f i n t o the unknown and i n the 
gathering gloom f i n i s h e d w i t h a h a i r y r e v e r s a l of a 50 f o o t Grade 3 
p i t c h ( a t l e a s t ED). Amoral - don't embark on 1 0 0 0 f o o t Grade U's 
i n the middle of the afternoon i n Decem.ber. A subsequent attempt 
also ended i n f a i l u r e because of poor c o n d i t i o n s . 
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A route I d i d get up was Pyramid Gully also on the Black Ladders 
and ¥/hich i s also about Grade The d i f f i c u l t i e s although 
r e l a t i v e l y short are nonetheless i n t i m i d a t i n g and demanding, 
comprising a 100 foot steep ice p i t c h w i t h a 1|0 foot v e r t i c a l s e c t i o n 
at the top. P r o t e c t i o n i s by screv'/s only but I couldn't get any i n 
and by t h e top of the p i t c h my mind was s t a r t i n g to explode. There 
are easier routes on .the crag and because the g u l l i e s are deep 
and high they hold snow w e l l . The 3 m i l e walk from G i e r l a n i s 
f a i r l y f l a t and painless. 

VJhat seems to have emerged as THE ROUTE i n Wales t h i s year i s the 
l e f t hand branch of Clogwyn Du Gully i n the Nameless Cum above 
Ogwen. Having crashed i n w i t h an e a r l y ascent on New Year's Day 
I f e l t p r e t t y chuffed. This short steep g u l l y takes drainage from 
the whole of G^der Pawr and being r i g h t at the top of the h i l l i s 
the highest ice climb i n v/ales. 
I t o f f e r s 300 feet of sustained high angle ice climbing m.uch. of i t 
verging on desperate and some of i t c e r t a i n l y bulging^ I t i s 
unquestionably the f i n e s t and hardest piece of ice t h a t I have 
climbed anywherco General opinion seems t o be t h a t the major 
d i f f i c u l t i e s are of the order of Grade V but because the route i s 
f a i r l y short i t gets IV i n Rick Newcombe's e x c e l l e n t w i n t e r climbirig 
guide. P r o t e c t i o n i s by screv;s only b u t t h e stances and belays are 
good." Be prepared t o blow your mind though i f you t r y i t and get 
there e a r l y because t h e word i s out about i t s q u a l i t y and r e l i a b i l i t y . 
I n a hard f r o s t t h e c l i f f s .round the D e v i l ' s Kitchen o f f e r some 
superb short routes, the c l a s s i c being South Gully at Grade IV. 
There are a l s o some extremely v i c i o u s l o o k i n g ice f a l l s some.of 
which have not y e t b'sen climbed. 
Although t h i s w i n t e r h^s seen p l e n t y of snow i t has not been 
p a r t i c u l a r l y c old, and good conditions have been more p o t e n t i a l 
than a c t u a l . The norm seems t o be r o t t e n ice where you have t o 
rake about w i t h your axes t o f i n d dubious placements. Great s t u f f 
f o r a d r e n alin freaks but a b i t f r u s t r a t i n g and somehow u n s a t i s f y i n g . 
MR ROBIN NORRIS: The aforesaid gentleman v/hose name has appeared 
f a r too o f t e n i n these pages (and who i s a great sport - keep 
sending t h e cheques, Rob) i s appealing against the Committee's 
decision to ban h i s 2 year-old t w i n sons from the Huts on a charge 
of swearing l i k e l i t t l e troiDperSo I n t h e i r defence and to t e l l the 
t r u t h , they a r e only copying the old f i r m who, according t o h i s l o v e l y 
w i f e D i l , 19? becom.es paranoid behind a s t e e r i n g wheetl. Q u i e t l y , she 
t o l d me t h a t h i s legs shake and he faces the wrong d i r e c t i o n ; being 
not quite sure o f what we were discussing I p o l i t e l y laughed as i t 
brought to mind some one elses climbing style.. Therefore, may I put 
i n a plea f o r clemency on behalf of these two young f e l l o w s . 

i^WJ^IEMBERS 
Geof and H i l a r y Salkeld, .^ndrew Healey, Glyn Rodgers, Stanley Wade, 
Chris Loveless welcomed i n t o the Club, AIH) L e s l i e Mason and 
John Kinsman and Peter Cadd. 
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I s Rick Reeve the o r i g i n a l male chauvenist pig? Those i n t e r e s t e d 
i n the a c t i v i t i e s of-the Ladies read on:-
Ladies V/eekend l l / l 2 t j i J ^ r o v . 
V/eekend of Pylde Coast Floods - Jenny T o l l e y marooned on Larkholme 
Estate, Chris, L i z , Ida, Pam. were thwarted at attempts to get the 
show on the road. 
Energies of some of the f r u s t r a t e d l a d i e s Vv'ere thus d i r e c t e d 
towards a new stimulus- - an Orienteering Course at Lancaster 
U n i v e r s i t y on 1 9 t h Noveiilber„ Impressed by the N j i t i o n a l Coach, 
Tcon^y Thornley, an exercise was undertaken i n adverse weather 
conditions at i^Vharton Crag. Since t h i s date several of the Ladies 
have f o l l o w e d up t h i s new venture at Hardcastle Crags and Hawes 
End Derwentwater. 
Wot only have the Ladies been a c t i v e on top of the ground but 
also below groundi On 2 6 t h Nov. the p o t - h o l i n g meet found 3 
l a d i e s maKing up a party of 6 e x p l o r i n g the G-aping Ghyll System. 
Flood Entrance was explored, i^.eith Lockett and Barbara Sealey 
coped w i t h the keyhole crawl r e t u r n i n g v i a Bar Pot, the other k 
r e t u r n i n g the v;ay they had entered. 

Sunday, 8 t h January, 3 l a d i e s were again i n a c t i o n , j o i n i n g 
George Parker's gentlemen of the h i l l s . I n m.isty c o n d i t i o n s High 
Street and ICentmere v/ere the t a r g e t , .̂ .re the l a d i e s , seeking t i p s 
to win the "Mug of the Year"? 
Tremadoc Meet 2 9 t h / 3 0 t h Oct J7_ Robin N o r r i s 
Nine attended i n poor weather. 
Fun provided by Barry and h i s v i r t u o s o car-tuning= The remarkable 
t h i n g i s t h a t i t a c t u a l l y c a r r i e d on i i i o v i n g a t a l l , w i t h a l l t h a t 
noise: i t s a c c e l e r a t i o n hardly e x i s t e d , being e a s i l y outpaced--over 
a - standing h a l f - m i l e by drunken pedestrians, as we "surged" back f r 
the pub. I agree w i t h you Barry t h a t one c y l i n d e r was w e l l tuned, 
but what about the other three? 

Cader I d r i s was ascended by f i v e members, on Saturday. The r e s t ̂ -
combined, on a v a r i e t y of climbs i n c l u d i n g Etna, Strangev\fays, 
V a l e r i e s , Leg S l i p ; Ray helped to. do v a r i a t i o n s on Pear .Tree 
V a r i a t i o n , Two p a r t i e s - r e t r e a t e d from Leg-Slip-ahead of Pete and I 
they were complaining of the wet-groove, but i n f a c t was bone-dry. 
Sunday was very wet but Pete's "good Pubs guide*' found us at Craig-
y-Farwen; a l o v e l y l i t t l e limestone c l i f f and on the way home too. 
Everybody climbed, and the cnag was r e a s 9 n a b l e despite; the r a i n . 
Seven good rouues were climbed from D i f f ' t o H.S. Those " n a i l e d " 
boots of Jerry's looked j u s t the job. • - • • . -. 
Fylde M„C, Runners?! 
There i s cjuite a l o t of us out t r y i n g t o run.but w i t h one exception 
our ' e f f o r t s i n races have been moderate to abyssmal f a i l u r e s . 
The Karrimore two-day event took place on the Howgill P e l l s i n 
October. I t was c e r t a i n l y a f e a t of o r g a n i s a t i o n but the course 
lacked i n t e r e s t , considering the remoteness and beauty of much of 
the region. 
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The good r e s u l t - M a r t i n R and John H came 12th i n t h e 3 c l a s s 
( M a r t i n R now l i v e s i n t h e l a k e s a n d i s now a r e g u l a r a t the P e l l 
races t h e r e ) . 

And the r e s t o f uSo 
Stan and I were t o g e t h e r a g a i n ; p r o s p e c t s soon l o o k e d "bleak 
however; 1 had deci d e d t o wear i n my race ensemble a p a i r of 
D i l ' s k n i t t e d t i g h t s ; w e l l t h e y proved j u s t a wee b i t t oo t i g h t 
and on the f i r s t h i l l , o t h e r teams s n i g g e r e d p a s t us as Stan and I 
t o r e a t the i n d e s t r u c t a b l e garment - I w i l l n o t r e p e a t t h e e x p e r i ­
ment - nor w i l l Stan! -

Then t h e r e were Stan's l e g s ; t h e y k e p t on " g o i n g " f i r s t one l e g ; 
t h e n t h e o t h e r ; sometimes b o t h a t once. Vi/e k e p t on O.K. b u t 
r u n n i n g was spasmodic and f i n i s h e d about 60th c u t o f 300 teams. 
Then came the f i n a l blow - t h e l a s t c h e c k p o i n t on our course was 
300 yds away fr o m t h e l a s t c h e c k p o i n t o f anot h e r c l a s s , and we, 
t o g e t h e r w i t h 50 o t h e r teams had r e g i s t e r e d a t t h e wrong one. 
T h e r e f o r e , t e c h n i c a l d i s c i u a l i f i c a t i o n . 

C h r i s Heald and Anne a l s o t o o k p a r t b u t l o s t t h e i r way 
i n t h i c k m i s t on the second day. 

O r i e n t e e r i n g t e c h n i q u e s were more i m p o r t a n t t h i s year i n the event 
and so D i l and I have goin e d the grov/ing band o f Pylde o r i n t e e r s 
Y\?hich i n c l u d e s L i z R, C h r i s 1 and liath P. 

John H, Chris-H and I had a go i n the Dovedale Dash a l o n g w i t h 600 
o t h e r s ; v;hat f u n t o see the f i g h t as everybody t r i e d t o use the one 
set o f s t e p p i n g stones across the Dove; t h i s b o t t l e n e c k i s about 
• mile- a f t e r the s t a r t . Our o r d e r - Robin, John, C h r i s . 

John Sealey o v e r t r a i n e d and has r e t u r n e d t o h i s former s p o r t s . 

SOCIAL EVENTS 
Wednesday F e b r u a r y 1 s t , S k i - i n g a t Rossendale f o l l o w e d by c u r r y 
a t t h e Bengal, P r e s t o n , . . 
Wednesday F e b r u a r y 1 5 t h . A t the Rangers - P e t e r Roscoe showing h i s 
s l i d e s o f Mont Blanc and d i s t r i c t . 
V/ednesday F e b r u a r y 22nd. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING At t h e Rangers 
Wednesday March 8 t h . A t t h e Rangers - A s l i d e l e c t u r e on t h e f i r s t 
a s c ent o f PHUPARESH CENTRAL i n t h e Himalaya. 
Wednesday March 22nd. A t t h e Rangers - S k i - i n g s l i d e s . B r i n g y o u r s . 
Wednesday A p r i l 5 t h A t t h e Rangers - Members s l i d e s o f t h e i r w i n t e r 
a c t i v i t i e s , f o l l o w e d by Hot Pot. B r i n g y o u r s l i d e s a l o n g . 
Wednesday A p r i l 1 9 t h . Beg i n n e r s r o c k c l i m b i n g meet a t Hoghton 
Q u a r r i e s . Meet Leader. Dave S h a r p i e s . T e l : Garstang 2956. 
C o n t a c t Dave a t the above number r e g a r d i n g any o f the above meets. 

HUT AVAILABILITY The h u t s are a v a i l a b l e t o members as f o l l o w s : 

Nev/houses S t a i r 
F e b r u a r y 
F e b r u a r y 
March 

17 - 19 
3 - 5 

17 - 19 

3 - 5 F e b r u a r y 
F e b r u a r y 
March 10 

10 
24 

12 
26 
12 

Marcb March 24 26 


