
T h i s e d i t i o n o f t h e N e w s l e t t e r h~ s heen h e l d up hy the New Dungeon 
G-yll management b e i n g slow i n q u o t i n g a p r i c e f o r our Annual Club 
Dinner t o be h e l d t h e r e on December 3 r d o The p r i c e w i l l be 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y £3»50 i^nd a bo o k i n g f o r m w i l l be found i n t h i s 
N e w s l e t t e r - so^ get y o u r s o f f t o Dave Sharpies as soon as Pos_sj,!blei, 

GROVEL 

There i s p l e n t y of g r o v e l l i n g t o be done as the c l u b r o c k - c l i m b e r s 
c o n t i n u e t o bag hard r o u t e s and^ m a i n t a i n i n g a l o n g e s t a b l i s h e d 
t r a d i t i o n ^ l i t t l e o f t h i s news f i n d s i t s Y^ay t o me„ Noteable 
ascents have been EROICA ( C o r n w a l l ) BIG GROOVE (Anglesey) SIRDLUM 
( D e r b y s h i r e EMPIRE (Lakes LEFT WALL (Wales)„ 

I n the A l p s Fred and Rupert c l i m b e d the TRIOLET, NORTH PACE by the 
1 9 3 1 r o u t e , Fred went on t o c l i m b the SWISS ROUTE on the^COURTES 
w i t h Barrow Fred. S e v e r a l o t h e r t h i n g s were done but l i t t l e has 
been submittedo Fred a l s o d i d a r o u t e w i t h John H a m i l t o n w h ich he 
regard s as a c l a s s i c ; i t ' s c a l l e d LA PELLE and i s i n the Vercouss 
A l p s , 

• COMMENT 
Most members ^ w i l l be av/are of the r e c e n t e v e n t s which have l e d t o 
the ' e x p u l s i o n from the Club o f t h r e e people and, r e g r e t a b l y , the 
v o l u n t a r y r e s i g n a t i o n o f a f u r t h e r two. 

I t must: be s a i d t h a t the t h r e e people e x p e l l e d r e c e i v e d a t v a r i o u s 
time s, • not i c e t h a t t h e i r a c t i o n s had contravened b a s i c Club r u l e s 
b u t r a t h e r t h a n accept these admonishments t h e y chose a"course o f 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n l e a v i n g the Committee v ^ i t h o n l y one choice. 

A b e l i e f \i'hiQh appears t o have a s t r o n g f o l l o w i n g a t the p r e s e n t 
t i m e i s t h a t the Committee i s p e r s u i n g a v e n d e t t a a g a i n s t c e r t a i n 
members^ T h i s i s . n o t true„ I have h-̂'-d the-^ honour t o serve con­
t i n u o u s l y as Club "Treasurer f o r t h e past e i g h t years and d u r i n g t h a t 
time the. v a r i o u s Committees o f which I have been a member have had 
t o take- some d i f f i c u l t and dometimes distasteful.decisions„ I t i s 
my f i r m ' l ^ M e f - t h a t a t a l l t i m e s these d e c i s i o n s were t a k e n w i t h the 
w e l l b e i n g ; O f t h e Club as the prime c o n s i d e r a t i o n . ' 

I f members.have c o m p l a i n t s or suggestions t o a i r these s h o u l d 'be 
made knowli i n / t h e u s u a l ' d e m o c r a t i c ways, f o r example ? by l o b b y i n g a 
.Committee member on the H i l l o r a t the Clubhouse on a Wednesday 
evening or by w r i t i n g t o the S e c r e t a r y when'the p o i n t would be 
dis c u s s e d i n Commit tee„ 

B e l o n g i n g t o a n y ' o r g a n i s a t i o n i s two sidedo I n r e t u r n f o r the 
b e n e f i t s o f membership an i n d i v i d u a l may have t o g i v e up c e r t a i n 
p e r s o n a l p r e f e r e n c e s ^ Membership o f F,M.C» c a r r i e s a g r e a t many 
b e n e f i t s . I n r e t u r n , f o r the sake o f good o r d e r , c e r t a i n r u l e s 
r e qu i re obse r v a n ce„ 

Your Committee i s e l e c t e d t o a d m i n i s t e r these r u l e s and t o serve a l l 
the members, I would ask a l l the members t o h e l p the Comimittee i n 
t h i s work and t o p u t b e h i n d them the re c e n t unhappy events. 

L e t us s t r i v e t o see FoM.C, p r o g r e s s f r o m a mature c l u b t o a g r e a t 
^̂ •̂ '̂ ^ • \ GEORGE PARI^'iIR 



A S c o t t i s h W i n t e r Week i n the Far torth- West '(li'red Shalam) 

The foUowing e x t r a c t s from F r e d Snalam^s d i a r y are reproduced f o r 
those w i t h an i n t e r e s t i n the N o r t h West H i g h l a n d s . o f S u t h e r l a n d 
and CaithnesSo He v i s i t e d the area w i t h John 'Banjo' Hargreaves 
d u r i n g t h e l a s t week o f F e b r u a r y 1977o 

1 ) " U l l a p o o l used as base camp, offer's h o s p i t a l i t y and mountains 
whichever v;ay you l o o k , as \ v e l l as i n l ^ e r e s t i n g sea d i f f c l i m b i n g 
n e a r b y o " • ^ * 

2) ''SiJk.AQ™, N o r t h "of the Old Drumrunic Lodge ( r u i n ) and 2^ m i l e s 
S o f E l p h i n on the A835 i s a good pl a c e t o p a r k (where i t says 
No p a r k i n g l ) Walked up the summit o f CUL MOR (2786^) 3 m i l e s , 
i n v o l v i n g easy c l i m b i n g up the I'/est B u t t r e s s f o r 700^ from the 
p l a t e a u . Very un u s u a l snow/;vind f o r m a t i o n s on the summits To the 
west STAG POLLAIDH (2009') and beyond the SoiTimer I s l e s . Over the 
r i d g e and down to t h e c o l l e a d i n g back t o t h e roado GOOD SNOW. 
( 3 - 4 h r s ) Good f o r an a f t e r n o o n ^ 

3) ''AN TLi\LLACH.X3U8UlI (produmced ANTSHELLAC) 
Leave Ullapo"ol'and d r i v e S t o L a e l F o r r e s t p a s s i n g Beina Dearg (35U7* ) 
on t h e l e f t o Turn R onto A832 and head f o r Dundonnellc Stop 1 m i l e 
b e f o r e Dundonnell House and f o l l o w t r a c k by r i v e r t h a t comes fr o m 
Loch c o i r e Ghasrchainc W i t h i n 1 m i l e c r o s s r i v e r and ascend up 
h i l l s i d e (Wo d i r e c t i o n ) f o l l o w i n g 'rock pavement' f o r a f u r t h e r m i l C o 
Then descend i n t o h i d d e n v a l l e y and once more apwardSo V/hite Rabbit^ 
'We made f o r N o r t h e r n corrie„ Soon sav^ the obvious Hayfork G u l l y . 
Began s o l o - and c o n t i n u e d . Grade I I I o Once on the suiTimit r i d g e 
(3 m i l e s l o n g ) t h i n g s took on an a l p i n e o u t l o o k . S u r e l y one, o f the 
f i n e s t m o u n t a i n r i d g e s i n S c o t l a n d ^ Descent down the s t e e p , y e t 
easy f r a n k o f the mounts P l e n t y of Snow not c o l d enough (6-7 h r s . ) 



h) "TARBET (N o f S c o u r i e ) Small bay w o r t h v i s i t i n g . P r i v a t e boat 
w i l l take you ac r o s s t o I s l e of Handa ( B i r d s a n c t u a r y and home of the 
Great Sea g t a c k a t Handa r e s e m b l i n g an o v e r - f e d o l d man o f hoy on 
t h r e e legs"^) A l s o f r o m the beach a t Tarbet i t i s p o s s i b l e t o l o o k 
down the Sound of Handa and view the o l d man o f Stoer ( c a p t u r e d by 
o u r s e l v e s a l o n g w i t h R i c k R and C o l i n Hardie l a s t y e a r ) . " 

3) "SAÎ DWOOD BAY The most remote beach i n B r i t a i n . Home o f 
Am B u a c h a i l l e . 
A t t e m p t s a t t h i s sea s t a c k v/ere f o i l e d by t h e low t i d e b e i n g a t the 
wrong time of day. "A^very i m p r e s s i v e sea s t a c k w i t h a hard l o o k i n g 
r o u t e t o the t o p i 
Prom K i n l o c h b e r v i e d r i v e h m i l e s as f a r as B a l c h r e i k and i t ' s the end 
of the road. Sandwood Bay has a s i g n p o s t e d t r a c k and i t i s p o s s i b l e 
t o take a v e h i c l e ( d o r m a b i l e ) as f a r as Loch A ' m h u l l i n n ( s a y i n g 3 m i l e s 
of walking.') F o l l o w t h e t r a c k t o t h e L^of two s m a l l e r t a r n s t h e n c l i m b 
over a fence and walk up t he h i l l a t 90 t o the f e n c h . Both t h e bay 
( 2 m i l e s l o n g ) and the sea s t a c k ( 2 0 0 ' ) soon come i n t o view (3 m i l e 
w a l k ) o 
We climbed a nearby s t a c k Rubh'a B h u a c h a i l l e ( 1 5 0 ' ) which gave us 
enough t o t h i n k about f o r a few ho u r s . Necessary t o h o l d y o u r b r e a t h 
w h i l s t a b s e i l l i n g o f f ] " 

6) ''QUINAG (2653') S p l e n d i d view of t h i s mountain f r o m t h e K y l e s k u 
f e r r y . Has t w i n N. B u t t r e s s e s . LH one. S a i l Gharbh c o n t a i n s two 
i m p r e s s i v e g u l l i e s l e a d i n g 1 ,200' ^11 the way t o t h e sui-nmito D r i v e 
h m i l e South of Unapool a l o n g the A89U park i n l a y - b y (marker;^ »813 on 
0,S. maps) Prom here a t r a c k l e a d s up t o the Lochan tucked -away i n 
th e h i l l s i d O o At the 1250' c o n t o u r mark, a r i s i n g t r a v e r s e , over 
r o u g h ground i s made t o reach a p a t h v^fhich goes round the mountain. 
The g u l l y doesn't have an i m p r e s s i v e s t a r t b u t l a t e r becomes v e r y 
i n t e r e s t i n g . O v e r a l l grade I l / l I I w i t h a t l e a s t one p i t c h o f IV. 
Walked over 2 m i l e s of the Y - s h a p e d summit ridge» Glad t o be back 
a t the van. 5 h r s . SUPERB CONDITIONS. 

7) SEA CLIFFS OF CAIviAgJjCgR These l i e i m m e d i a t e l y S of Ben More 
Coigach and o n l y a few m i l e s N o f U l l a p o o l , near Blugasary, I8O' 
max, h e i g h t w o r t h e x p l o r i n g . A l s o t h e sea c l i f f s near the l i g h t h o u s e 
o f • t h e e ntrance t o Loch Broom. B a s i l w i l l p u b l i s h h i s i n t e r i m guide 
soon i n APvIATURE GARDEN̂ ER. Look out f o r i t ] 

8) So many o t h e r mountains t o e x p l o r e l i k e Beinn Eighe, Be i n n 
D e a r g ( s ) , L i a t h a c h , The Fannichs, A r k l e , etc..».,. I t c a l l s f o r a 
r e t u r n v i s it...„ . .„." 

PIC DU M I L I D'OSSAU Chris.. Heald 

S t a r i n g i n t o the f i r s t brew of the day, the lumps o f Marvel r e v o l v i n g 
s l o w l y i n t h e t o r c h l i g h t , t h o u g h t s b e i n g c o l l e c t e d when a sudden and 
d r a m a t i c i n t e r u p t i o n - the gas system i n the k i t c e h n explodes and 
t h e r e are c r i e s o f " I s he dead" as the g u a r d i a n . i s dragged f r o m the 
debris„ But f o r t u n a t e l y a l l i s w e l l and we s e t o f f hoping t h ^ t 
n o t h i n g as d r a m a t i c w i l l happen on the route» 

A s h o r t walk beneath the t o w e r i n g Pombie w a l l and as vire reach the 
s t a r t of t h e c l i m b i n g the r u n r i s e s and we bask i n i n s t a n t warmth. 
The e a s i e s t r o u t e up the mountain ( f a c i l e sup.) c o n s i s t s of t h r e e 
chimneys connected by s c r a m b l i n g and w a l k i n g f o r two and a h a l f 
thousand f e e t . An easy r o u t e up a b e a u t i f u l m o u n t a i n which stands 
alone l i k e a s m a l l e r v e r s i o n of the M a t t e r h o r n . 

/The r o u t e 



•J 

The r o u t e i s busy w i t h French, l a r g e p a r t i e s a l l w i t h g u i d e s , whb 
are s t i l l i n t r i g u e d t o see the E n g l i s h roped t o g e t h e r and u s i n g 
b e l a y s . ( A d e f i n i t e improvement on t h e i r method o f hanging a rope 
down the p i t c h t o be grabbed by anyone f a l l i n g o f f J ) The chimneys 
go e a s i l y and soon we reach the s h o u l d e r of t h e mountain and are 
able t o l o o k down the Pomlie w a l l t o see Spanish c l i m b e r s e x i t i n g 
a f t e r a bivouac near the t o p o f the superb l o o k i n g tv^ro thousand f o o t 
sweep o f g r a n i t e . A l o n g walk across the f i r s t snow o f the day and 
a scramble l e a d s t o the summit and superb views a l l around. 
We sunbathe f o r a w h i l e and then descend, c o l l e c t t h e f o o d f r o m the 
r e f u g e and pass on t o Gavamie and Vignemale o 

s 

For those who have n o t been t o the Pyrenees - i t ' s u n s p o i l t , q u i e t , 
f r i e n d l y ^ the r e f u g e s have r e a l s e l f cooking f a c i l i t i e s , the c l i m a t e 
i s Mediteranean and t h e r e are h a r d l y any crevasses t o f a l l i n t o . 

LITTIji!. LANGDALE WORKING WEEKEND 

As New Hut Sec. L i t t l e Langdale, I would l i k e t o thank a l l those 
whose e n t h u s i a s t i c e f f o r t s t r a n s f o r a i e d the c o t t a g e f r o m a slum t o a 
p l a c e the c l u b can be proud o f once more. There i s s t i l l much work 
t o be c a r r i e d out t h e r e y e t but v a s t improvements have been made, 
n o t a b l y a nev/ door and s t e p , f l u o r e s c e n t l i g h t i n g i n common room and 
k i t c h e n and a new i n t e r i o r c o l o u r schem.e ( I ' l l not mention t h e c o l o u r s 
t a k e a l o o k f o r y o u r s e l v e s b u t I can o n l y s t a t e t h a t they are r e a l l y 
' d i f f e r e n t ' ! ) A l s o the v/indow s l o t has been'completed' a t l a s t and 
th e place t i d i e d up. 

S p e c i a l t h a n k s t o Barbara Sealey f o r the brews and snacks w h i c h kept 
us a l l g o i n g throughout the weekend.' ( i n a e i d i t i o n t o the usnial Hot 
Pot and ' P l o n k ' ) . 

I 'would a t t h i s p o i n t l i k e t o l a u n c h an apiDeal t o members f o r SOUP 
3OWLS3 FRYING PAKDS and MUGS, a l l o f which are i n s h o r t s u p p l y a t 
Langdale, i f you can spare any please c o n t a c t me or any Committee 
member or , s i m p l j ^ take them'up w i t h you on. yoa_r next v i s i t . 

DON NICHOL 
(Address i|6 Rookwood Avenue, Anchorsholme, B l a c k p o o l , 

T e l . C l e v e l e y s 79950) 

Ijew_j\eys are now r e q u i r e d a t L i t t l e Langdale^ These may be purchased 
f r o m Dave Walton^ p r i c e 50p. each. 

The Committee have been t r y i n g u n s u c c e s s f u l l y t o o b t a i n m e t a l s p r i n g 
bases or heavy d u t y bunks t o r e p l a c e those now worn out. Would anyone 
a b l e t o a d v i s e where we can. g e t h o l d of these or a l t e r n * - ' t i v e s please 
get i n t o u c h w i t h the Commiittee, Thanks. 

CHES_TER_HUT^ To book - Dave Yvalton, Keys - Dave W^'^^lton, John Sealey. 
See t o i t That you " s i g n - i n " on arrival„ 

SOCIALS 

26th October L e c t u r e by L i z R a w c l i f f e 8 p.m.o Rangers 

9th November Bob M i l l v / a r d L e c t u r e : The Dru and the A l p s 

23rd November Club s l i d e s 

r d December Annual Club Dinner, S t i c k l e Barn, New Dungeon G y l l 


