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GRUVEL
Fylde's answer to the Steam Team - The Infant Frodigy"™ and

Dave Archer successfully ‘elimbed "Z4ero Gully" on Ben Nevis.
"Vanishing Gully" also took a bashing. As far as I know Zero
was last climbed by a fylde member szveral years back by the
late Dave "Fingers" uJorris. Though sen sartin, who 1lives
beneath the Ben at Fassfern, has no doubt been bending his neck
on hard routes this winter. (It should be remempbered that Ken
made an epic ascent of Vanishing in lMarch '3, Jasing a vanishing
axel)

Considering the anount of snow we've had since November conditions,
up-todate, have been variable., If you want to have a fair crack
at the harder ice routes the answer seems to be to live in the
Highlands for ths season. ifcdiocre to reasonable, though with
peenty of spindrift, conditions can be had between successive low
fronts if you are there to nab in, Some of the most sueccessful,
current, Scottish and Englich ice-climbers in the Alps,

Terry «sing (used to climb with volin Green, you know)

Gordon Smith, and Alex .ecIntyre (Shroud, Central Couloir, ete.)
who might have done nearly all of the hard routes on the Ben,
plus some new one (Indicator Wwall, Slav Poute) between them, have
2ll, at one time or another, spent winters living in caravans
near Fort william, poised to have a prod when conditions proved
favourable, ' :

In Glencoe that landed personage uJr C Green inade a nifty ascent

of "The Gash" (3/4) in poor to medium conditions, early in February,
John Sealey, Barbara and Pete Roscoe had a long epic in "No, 4
Gully" (3/L4) on Aonach Dubh, #West Face, in poor conditions. They
Joined the happy throng of night climbers by finishing the route

at dusk (Pete is seriously thinking of hocking that dupbious trophy
“the mug", before the next annual dinner - he says he is concerned
about all aspects of raising funds for the club. )

Ice conditions have been good in wales this winter; easy routes
were in condition as early as Decempar 1lst on the Black Ladders.
High above Ogwen on “"Clogwyn Da Gully" (4; short and technical)
Colin excercised his new axe early in January. I repeated the
route with Dave Hinton ard it is a.climb that I highly recommend.
Being one of the highest gullies in Wales it is often in condition
when the nearby Litchen is RO ‘

Meanwhile back on rock, Shepherd's affixianado "The Infant Poodigy"
recently ascended "The Bludgeon" (extreme climbing for 10 feet to
the Belvedere). This is a relatively safe climb to fall from as
several Fylde members can verify. The 3ludgeon: real Cosmic baby!

While all this was going on ieith Lockett has been underground. v
When he was there he did ".lere Gill"; it is a high standard of ;
potting achievement that contains a 560 foot pitch without ladders.
seith's partner in grime was Rasil srush (he- keeps popping up
everywhere! )
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RKING WEEKENDS: -

wtair: November Sth

The working weekend was brouzht forward to allow members to do a little work in
the grounds and put on a small bonfire for the children, New Tences werc erected
hedges tidied, common room clcancd, scrubbed and painted, and toilets, kitchen
(with its new cooker) and drying room washed out.

Saturday cvening was colcbrated with a bonfire, fcllowed by roost potatoes,
treacle toffce and homc brewed plonk all accompanizd by pyrotechnic displays

laid on by the kids.

After an early werking start on sunday the afterncon was free for attenpts on

the lecal surmits (Grizedale Pike), with the big wountain mem going across to
Shepherd's to do Fishcr's Folley, Little Chamonix, Shepherd's Chimney, Scorpion
and then to Brown 312bs to witness various trizls of ability in thc failing light.

Thanks are rccorded to those pcople whosu conscicntious efforts contribute to an

g

Cver inproving stondord of accoimiocation,
A o

P. H. ‘Roscoe

Little Langdale:

The usual party of the Barles, the Zealeys and fricnd (perm any one or two from
cbout four; in this casc it was P, Clarke) worked very hard ito bring the éottage
up to scrntch and to comricnce the substantizl inmprovements which the nlace
deserves (denied for so long by the great, but dirdinishing, debt)., It seems a
pity the Club con't sumon o bit norc enthusism, but I supposic as we scem to be
practieally the only jecople whe use the hut regularly its only fair that we do
211l the work. The particularly dirty jobs of course fell to the Junior section,
wvho werc olso in attendance.

The car park was tidicd up and vost quantitics of kindling acquircd as a result
of hir. Sharples's pollarding (thot sounds asty Dave) lost yeor. Each bed now
has a new mattress; all the old oncs were burnt in a mognificant blaze., liembers
will not be surpriscd to learn th-t "Pyro osenley" foiled to ignite the pile, even
with a blow lamp, However, corbustion was cventually echisved with the aid of
a few sticks - I should hive becn o boy scout. The men's dormitory was cleaned,
and thrée walls and the ceiling of the other dormitory painted. The fourth wall
wis demolished prior to its reconstruction on o sounder basis. In the meantime,
it will be known as the Bom-Boo roont, for obvious rcasons,

. Dave Larle

Stoir Hut ucet: 6/7 Jonuory

In view of the meet leader's irpending parenthood again, I was [rowoted to the
exalted position of doputy mect lender;.a lonely post for only one other couple
and 2 Mr, P, Clarke disturbed the peace offStair,

Saturday sow the most fabulous weather for nmonths, with bluciskies above and nist
lingering below, Derwentwater lay under a groat sea of cotton wool which lapped
silently against the hills,

Down into the nist and onto Scathwaite, fron where an hour's. hard work brought us
to the sun ond breathless air again, 41l oround the nist was breaking reavealing
the patchwork of ficlds still white with frost and the lokes blue and still

L

along the Gable traverse we went, with bnoefell sticlting out of the sea of clouds,
until we rcached Nopes Needle. Here I'oul glcefully produced o rqope from his

saclk and with John 2id Necdle Arcte beforc brogressing to the summit., Ye followed
“he traverse further round and scrambled up Sphinx ridge, revelling in the pan-
orsiia which extended from the 3cottish mountains protruding throush their mist,
down to the clag of Blackpool., £




BUSINESS NEWS

RISE IN ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

Those members who wish to retain membership of the club and have
not yet paid their subscrlptlonu should do so by Mmarch 318t

SINGLE FULL MEMBLR: &2, 50 per annum
MARRIED COUPLE SUBS: = . £4,00 per annum

BODDINGTON'S DRAUGHT SIPIER UNTIL 1 P

e abOVp named nourishment may be obtained well past midnight
on Saturdays at Charley's Bar, Rigby Road (Royal Pavilion) 35 p.
after 10.3V p.m. Distinctive atmosphere

DAV SHARPLES RIDES IN &S SCC. SEC.

Dave, noted for good socials years ago, is back in the dr1v1ng
seat. To help this fund/fun raising side of the club send in as
many ideas as possible to Dave (address in imminent booklet)
Thanks go to Jeith for the past year. '

NEW EDITOR FOR NEWSLETTER

Rick Reeve: new editor of Newsletter.

Wwrite to him about what you have been d01ng climbing, explorlng9
walking, etc. and about your views on the huts, how things can
be improved, meets, etc. etc,

ADDRESS: 16 Dover Road, iaghull, Liverpool L31 5JH.

KEW VAGABOIDS BCOKING SEC.

To book PANT Y FRON contact andrew Barnes, 36 Langdale Road,
Bebington, Wirral, Jerseyside, L63 3AW. Home phone: 051 33u 5413,
Bueiness 051—6u5-2000 Ext. 8170. - Iimportant bloke is Andrew!

LOOLING INTO THE DIM AND NON-EXISTENT PAST

Perhaps a reason why you don't see the old pals in the club
anymore is because they cleared off long ago (driven out?).
In my possession I have Brian Wilkinson's original book of members,
It has been passed to each Editor since 1971; there have been
nunerous crossings-out/additions as members come and members go.

187 members in B.W.'s scrlpt (joined pre-1972)
- 60 members in B.W.'s script remain.

This leaves 100 (62%) people in the club who have joined since
1972. There are 343 names (crossed and uncrossed) in the book.
I'his means that 183 people have left the club since the early
seventics, where do we go from here? ;

PETL ROSCOL_MADE HCNORARY LIFE WMEMBER

Joining Mr and Mrs R. E. Legge, Mr and Jdrs J. Jowett and

ilr and Ilrs J Cooper, ur and Mrs P Roscoe have entered the
hallowed ranks of Honorary Life Mebers. Pete was a driving
force in the acquisition of the Stair Hut and has initiated many
building programmes since. It is only fitting that the Club's.
highest token of regard be bestowed upon someone who so often -
has given up his own time in club service for the beneflt of his
fellow members.




NUCLIAR WASTE PLAN FOR LAKE DISTRIC
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: The following members were elected:

. = ]

Chairman: Iike Tolley Langdale Hut Sec: Dave Earle

Vice Chairman: Pete Roscoe Stair Hut See: - Derrick Smith

Secretary: Pete Latimer Booking Secretary: John Sealey

[reasurer: George Parker Auditor: Geoff Kipling

social Secretary: Bill Crowshaw Committee liembers: Frank Tord
and

Jack Jowett
Peter 2oy and Chris Heald serve for one more year on the Committee

- Some resh:ifli:g but not many new faces. Bill Crowshaw succeeds Lurch

as Social Secretary. 4 dedicated exponert of the International rope, Bill
will be looking towards France or Norway for social inspiration, Frank
Lord and Jack Jowett were elecied to the Committee, Both long time members
of the Club, they offer a continuity of experience, and expertise in equip-
ment sales and high altitude piano tuning.

The reader may now be saying how come we heve all these long standing
members on the Committee when we now have so many new young members? Good
question but then if very few younger members bother to attend the L4G.0M,
the power structurc will remair as it has done in times past. The remedy
lies in the hands of anyone who is sufficierntly interested to change the
situation.

New llembers:

‘e welcome Thom. Carroll, Ruscell Smith, D, A, Farrell and David and Anne
Parker as new members, Barrie Stott, Ken Hale and Margaret and Christine
Jowett become full members,

ODDS AND S$0DS:

: The Tiangers now has a telephone: Blackpool 3308. Use it on a
“edresday to arrange weel-end trips ete.

Apologies to any new members who were migsled by the false address of the
Rangers given in the last Newsletter. The correct address is: Fleetwood
Road, Norbreck (adijuLt to the Colf Drivirg Range).

:George requests the payment of this year's subscriptiors - due on the

1st January 1974, : e

: The Club now has space in the Cazette & Herald each weelk for Mountaineering
articles, Anyone wishirg to write a piece would be viry welcome - Torward
it to me and I'll subnit it. IN,B., Anyone does riean anyone - we're not just
interested in the exploitc of hard clinbers. They form a minority in the
Club and shouldn't extinguish anything that begirmers or walkers have to
say. Interest comes from the style of an article — not necegsarily its
content, :

"Dave liorris ilemorial ippeal’® : is beiry; arranged by Cockermouth !lountain
‘eccue Teum, .Any individual donations
shouvld be sent . direct to thé fund: c/o
Pete Chandler, Banks Ironmongers,
llain 3treet, Cockermouth.

The money will be used to buy gear for the Rescue Team,

:Daster Ileet - GLIEN-DOLL : The hut booking has been cancelled because of i
lack ol support and arrangement of an alternative
meet to Glen Brittle, Skye.
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soloed most of the routes on Cloggy, including the Boldest (6a). My week-
end mountaineering was a walk over Cricht on Saturday in rain and mist and
& visit to the tropical gerdens at Tremadoc on Sunday to do - "Clapton's
Crack" (V.S.), and "One step in the clouds" (Vv.S.) I was also involved

ir rescuing a climber who took a nasty 60 ft. plus fall off "Christmas
Curry" and was neerly cut in half by a waist tie. A good case for a
fthillan's Harness!

Overall ean excellent and eventful week-end; we must include the Vagabonds
on our guest list for the next F.}M.C, dinner.

(Very good Colin - but why no mention of your companion at Dinner? Ve're
not surpriced you retired early),

THE CONVERSION OF' ST. JOHN

THE PAINTLR AND DBCORATOR

(Or how John ealey, on the road to Glencoe, discovered the elixir of
effortless Mountaineering).

‘nd it came to pass that as St. John drove along Loch Lomondside there
come & great blinding flash, And a voice spake to him saying fear not,
for thou has not hit the wall, nor hist thou forced someone into the
ditch., But I am the Way, the Truth and the Light., Iollow me and thou
shallt inherit the UTOPIA of effortless lountaineering.,

arice ye before the cock crows for the eighth time and tie two great
planks of wood to thy feect and seck ye the everlasting stairway unto the
Heavens by the smell of the diesel, &And take not of the grape, or of the
hop, or of the barley during the day but scek ye refreshment only at the
Brew Shops dedicated to St. P.H.R.,, patron saint of tea drinkers.

dnd on the first day 5t. John rose before the appointed hour, and was the
first up, and the multitude werc amazed and marvelled at this phenomenon,
‘nd 5t., John told them that he had been shown the Yay, and he girded. up
his loins with garments which had belonged to St. Raf, patron saint of
upside down skiers, saying these shall be my inspiration, And he went
forth and found the everlasting ctairway and marvelled at the ease with
which he ascended the hill,

And he took not of the grape, nor of the top or berley, but skied down
only unto« the brew shops. /nd HE sniled on St. John kindly and provided
pretty maidens to delight his eye as ar added bonus and St. John, and his
disciple St. Fred were srateiul saying, these are much improved on the
usual Amazons found on the hill,

And on the second day St. John azain rose before the cock crowed for the
eighth time, ever thouzh the clag was down and the rain fell copiously.

And the nmultitude were sorely tricd. And they attenpted to reason with him
ayiLg remember thou the good times we used to‘huve together and of the

S
festering and the taking of the hop at lunchtime.

But St. John spoke agrily to them, and smote them with his tongue  (even his
disciple 5t. Fred in whom the lisht was waning in direct propertion to the
increase in wind arnd rain) saying fester not in they smelly pits dhidle
bretheren; oh lazy swine (letters of resignotion to the Secrctary please)
but follow me for I h ve been shown the Vay. By this time the multitude
were dumbfounded. .




And he went forth and sacrificed more of his sheckles on the altar of
even those which he had brought to pay for his

the everlasting stc

Great

né on the third day, in even gloomier weather, St. John rose again even
though it was not openirg time and the multitude knew he was truly

converted.

ar at 18 North Promenade

bk There will be 2 grand sale of climbing ge

ote Annes: S00N.,

- BiN . CAMPBELL KEZLLY "TIL3 TROLL WALIM - MAY 1lst.

FOR SALDE: Humanic Dynafit lace up Ski boots; ideal for beginners
. ai p X )
nhe pair size 53; one pair size 8
Very good condition. Only £5 for each pair. Contact Chris Heald

'OR SALE: Pete Hutchninson ONOWLIILE DUVIT, ILarge size; good condition.
Red rip-stop outer; blue cambric inner £25 Contact Chris Heald

)ne mey fancy the clouds themselves as plants,
spvrirging up in the skyrields at the call of the sun,

¢
o

growing in beauty urtil they reach, their prime,

scattering rair and hail like berries and seeds,

LEC

then wilting and dying.

here are the rain drops now?
‘ In winged vapour rising, Seilc arc hastening back to the sky,

> gorie into the nlants
creeping through invieible doors into the rourd rooms of
‘ r'stals of ice, some in rock crystals
ir cmall springs flowing,
rivers,
ocean.

some are lockecd in cr
some in porous moraincs to keep the
some have gone journeyingz on in the
to join the 1lc¢ rain drop of
I'rom1 form to form, beauty to o]

ever chenging, never resting,

SI'LASH FORTHCOMING ATTRACTION

e ]

A trip to Thwaites Brewery, Blackburn has been arranged for
the near future. The date will be announced later.




