
From the E d i t o r ' . , A p r i l 19?^ 

The AGM has seen some dramatic changes on the Committee as w i l l 
he seen from, the s y l l a l 3 u s . A h i g thank you i s due to a l l those 
r e t i r i n g members hut e s p e c i a l l y t o Peter Ray who, as secretary 
from the conception of S t a i r Hut put i n a tremendous amount of 
work f o r the club over and above the nor.nal onerous tasks of 
secretaryo I f i n d i t p a r t i c u l a r l y r e f r e s h i n g t o see so many 
young and very a c t i v e club members now on the .COiiimittee and 
they have already m.ade an e x c e l l e n t c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the running 
of the club. ' .", . 
Much store was set by the f a c t ; t h a t t h i s i s the club's 25th 
year and many s p e c i a l e f f o r t s have been arranged t o mark t h i s 
s pecial event» Already a considerable number of h i g h l y 
successful s o c i a l s have taken place and there are many more t o 
followo I n order to defray the cost of outside speakers a 
number of events YJHI be organised i n v o l v i n g club members f o r 
which a small charge w i l l be made„ Hopefully inembers w i l l • • 
continue t o support these events, i n the e x c e l l e n t way they 
have done so far„ C e r t a i n l y the Alpine Slides n i g h t had a . ' 
bumper attendance. The club's thanks are extended t o a l l those 
present and t a k i n g part„ I n c i d e n t a l l y , so f a r as these s o c i a l s 
are concerned, unless j^ou are on the committee i t i s probably 
not worth buying a r a f f l e t i c k e t . The Eangers Bar, too, i s now 
i n the hands of a f u l l - t i m e bar man. The beer i s i n good h e a l t h , 
the service e x c e l l e n t and the whole place much cleaner and t i d i e r , • 
The Treasurer i m p l o r e i the meeting t o consider the r a i s i n g o f 
hut dueso I n f l a t i o n , which had been fought o f f by increased hut 
use, now f i n a l l y looker as though i t v7ould catch up v/ith us. 
Rates and e l e c t r i c i t y accounting f o r the greatest amount of 
running costs had.doubled i n the l a s t year or tv/o. The meeting 
voted, however, t o keep S t a i r hut charges as they were and\to 
b r i n g L i t t l e Langdale i n t e r l i n e t o compensate f o r increased' 
f a c i l i t i e s und the expected dramatic jiimp i n e l e c t r i c i t y con­
sumption from the new d r y i n g -roomo 
Country membership was abolished, mainly on account of the huge 
r i s e s i n p o s t a l charges. The l a t e fee f o r subs, paid a f t e r • • • 
31st March v̂ as increased t o .^i. .However, because of the s h o r t 
n o t i c e , you w i l l be l e t o f f t i l l , the end, of May t h i s year. 
Pay up! • • _ •• . . • 
The club seems com.mitted t o f u r t h e r increases i n the use of the . 
huts, maximum economies i n e l e c t r i c i t y e t c . and whole hearted 
support i n the fund r a i s i n g a c t i v i t i e s t h a t w i l l be organised ;, ' • 
i n the comjing yearo Hopefully t h i s can be achieved. 
The AGM s.howeei t h a t there was s t i l l some confusion over l a d i e s 
v;eekendSo The dates of these meets are entered on the syl l a b u s 
t o give the l a d i e s a date to work and aim f o r and an " o f f i c i a l " * 
excuse f o r a weekend o f f from household chores. There i s • ^ 
ab s o l u t e l y no bar on any other club member booking to- stay a t •.' 
the Kilts in.' the normal way. A c a l l f o r o f f i c i a l f a m i l y weekends 
was turned'-down 'but the o p t i o n of organi'sing, v/eekends without ' 
excluding, others applies t o owners of f a m i l i e s , as any one who 
went t o L i t t l e Lang'dale at Easter w i l l have found out w i t h 
m i l l i o n s of screaming kidS everywhere (•presumabl^;_^ as t h i s was 
w r i t t e n before the ei'-eht.^ • 
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A complaint was made concerning the disappearance of the epic 
book from Stair„ A new book was promised but members were 
asked to keep the contents clean,, pure„ and wholesome so the 
l i t t l e d a r l i n g s from approved schools etc., who u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
use the hut and helrJ keep the fees dovi?n do not become con­
taminated and corrupted by the naughty w r i t i n g s of nasty 
e l im.be r S o 

You should recei\*e the new syl l a b u s w.i.th t h i s issue - i f you • 
have not already had one. One or two changes i n dates have 
had t o be made as f o l l o w s : -
Cwm Cowarch Meet - now a camping^,, meet ; • / •.-, " ' -. 
Club Dinner - 2 0 t h December WOT 6th December ( a t S t i c k l e Barn 
Langdale) 
S e t t l e Coach Meet - 7th, December NOT 21st December 
Wasdale Meet - 17/18 May mi 10/i 1 May . ' , 
Laddow Coach Meet - ll' May MOT 18 May ' 
A new. Mountain weather f o r e c a s t i s a v a i l a b l e f o r the Lakes by 
phoning Windermere 5151., 
The f o l l o w i n g are welcom_ed i n t o the club: . . ' 
Michael Huntington, Richard Croasdalej- Miss Pat P i n f o l d , 
Mr John Dowell, Mr Peter Midgley, Mr Garry M u l l e t t , 
Mr David P i n s l e y , Mr Alan Poulds, Mr N e i l B a i l e y , Mr David Clark, 
Mr John Higgins, Miss Av3:'il Powell„ • . 
The new l o c k has now been f i t t e d t o Stair« • 

SOCIALS " • • ' • • \ ' ^ 
2 3 r d A p r i l (Wednesday) ' , ' " /' 
'Hot Pot & Disco Do'" at the Rangers, ; • ' -
Foll'owing the success of t h e Big Boot B a l l t h i s should be g 
good del Happy Hour 8 - 9 p=m„ Bar Extension t i l l 12, 
Music, Dancing, Pood; Tickets 55Po from K e i t h Lockett or 
other coi"nm.ittee members„' • 
Wednesday, 7th May 
Jumble • Sale at Rfkides Parade Church Hall,. ' - ' 
Contact K e i t h about c o l l e c t i n g jumble beforehand, He.lpers 
.wanted from 5„30 p,m„ t o arrange hallo Your chance to help . . . 
rais e m.oneyo 
Inf'ormati_o_n^^ Spring -1975' - B i r d of Prey Census .•, 
The up to date i n f o r m a t i o n of any jDoss inle nestin.g t e r r i t o r y 
of the f o l l o w i n g species of r a p t o r s are re q u i r e d f o r census 
purposes: Eagle, Peregrine Falcon (-British I s l e s i n p a r t i c u l a r . 
NoV/o England) Any relevant i n f o r m a t i o n i„e„ b i r d s observed 
screaming over craps or. nest locatio.ns should be passed on t o 
Peter Latimer w i t h i n one week or • sooijer i f at alM possible,. 

Any i n f o r m a t i o n received w i l l be t r e a t e d i n s t r i c t confidence • 
and m.ainly user:', f o r conservation of the specj.es. ' • 

To P i c k f o r d . ' ; • 
• ' " Biorth ;/estern protection'Group (RSPB) !' 
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Conceived i n the a l c h o h o l i c euphoria of the cluh dinner and 
acted out i n the hleak aftermath of the Sealey p a r t y the cluh 
can he iDroud of t h e f a c t t h a t everybody turned up f o r the coach 
on Su.nday morning against the most phenominal odds, a f a c t which 
boomeranged s l i g h t l y against the meet leader who had cunningly 
overbooked the coach. 

I do n o t / r e a l l y know what ¥;ent on durj.ng the day but I was 
inform.ed from u s u a l l y r e l i a b l e sources t h a t a la r g e p a r t y of 
youngsters v/ent f o s s i l hunting and the climbers s t a t i o n e d 
themselves a:t , the f o o t o f various crags i n Malham Cove and 
Gordale between copious br-ews a t the cafe„ Some even got o f f 
the ground and an e x t r a o r d i n a r y num.ber of h a l f 3:'outes were 
apparently achieved t h a t day, mainly of the a r t i f i c i a l tjrpe, 
aJ.though i n f a i r n e s s I do vaguely remem.ber seeing Ken M a r t i n 
going w e l l a t one p o i n t . 

The walkers e i t h e r v i s i t e d Gordale and.Malham Tarn, r e t u r n i n g 
to the coach, or pushed on oyer t r a c k l e s s wastes t o Horton, at 
one p o i n t f o o l i s h l y f o l l o w i n g a Pennine Way Man (J.J.J,) along 
the wrong path. ' ' ' " ^ 

I do remember' sobe.ring up on t h e t o p of Pen Y Ghent as i t got 
dark and having a large brev? a t Horton, 
I am, s o r r y f o r any unrecorded, epics and adventures and thank 
ei^erybody, t a k i n g p a r t on the meet f o r being 'so q u i e t throughout 
the t r i p . F o r t u n a t e l y we were a l l s u f f i c i e n t l y ' r e c o v e r e d to' 
i n s i s t on a stop at' the Black 'Horse at •Cir'kham on the way back 
to f i n i s h the meet a s m.ost of us had s t a r t e d i t , 

D, A, Earle • 
Cook at Christmas 74 (Prom our Roving Correspondent RAFF). 
The weather v/hich had been churning o'ut c o l d fror.-'::5 f o r two weeks 
s o l i d f i n a l l y abated and the Southern Tasman f i l l e d w i t h 'an' 
Anti-cyclone on December 23rd, 'To avoid the drudgery of slogging 
up the Tasman Glacier and up through the biish t'o reach the hut, 
we f l e w up t o t h e Grand Plateau by s k i plane ( l a z y k i w i h a b i t ) . 
TiAonty-five minutes a f t ^ r l e a v i n g the v a l l e y 3,'500 f e e t below, 
vi/e reached the. Plateau Hut t o f i n d i t f u l l of Japs p r a c t i s i n g 
seige t a c t i c s ? A f t e r a sleepless' night spent l i s t e n i n g t o 
avalanches pe e l i n g o f f Caroline and the East Pace we l e f t the 
hut at , h a.m. w i t h the Japs beseiged i n t h e i r bunks. I t v/as f a r 
too bloody warm, the route across the Plateau end up the Li:ida 
Glacier though strcaightfor?;ard'was a r e a l g r i n d i n deep v/et snow. 
Prom the head of the g l a c i e r a traverse acrosss a snow s h e l f 
•beneath huge dubious ice c l i f f (crux) l e d t o a mixed rid g e which 
w i t h only minor d i f f i c u l t i e s l e d us- to t h e summit at lO.k'j a.m. 
Superb views from the top of the P a c i f i c , the Tasman, the Southern 
Alps and the Canterebury P l a i n s . An uneventful descent s t r a i g h t 
past the s e i g i n g Japs and down t o the v a l l e y f o r Christmas, v/arm 
beer and young nubile Aussie tour.ists. During a l a t e r c l e a r i n g • 
i n the weather we d i d a traverse of Mount Seaj.ey (not named a f t e r 
Mr Guinness/Cider hims e l f ) 

Lochnagar " ' • ' P ,, :"l\r.:;,., r-n--^-; • 

The sui-nm.it of Cac Carn Mor (3700 odd f e e t ) can 'he seen, weather 
p e r m i t t i n g , from the edge of the pine-wood near t o the car-park -
at the s p i t t a l of Glenmuick (pron: mick); yet i t takes nearly 
tv/o hours of a g e n t l e plod to the col'between Meikle Pa'p and__Red 
Spout to^ view an i c e - c l i m b i n g area second only.-.- I ' d say, to r.en 
Nevis, ..-Loclcnaga.r i s , i n si?:;e, sm,ali yet i t leaves 3'"''.'''̂- '"^--fi , 
an impression on the p r o v e r b i a l imagination a s dc-^s t'ae. r-';,c;a 
Pace, .Creafi- Meap;aidh„' or,. f or that^ matter, the Pl:V';o r:7.:.v; n of. 



On close r.nspection every route seems t o .have i t s own ' ' —, 
i r r e s i s t a h l e challenge w i t h the possihle exception of Black ' 
Spout which i s the host l o o k i n g load of old cobblers I've 
seen and i s u s u a l l y reserved.for descent. I n the B a r r e l l ' 
Public liouse,. B a l l a t e r , E n g l i s h as w e l l as S c o t t i s h 
Aberdonians wax l y r i c a l l y over Lochnagar's harder routes. 
Eagle Ridge D i r e c t (5) seems u t t e r l y a t t r a c t i v e mainly due, 
i t h i n k , to i t s gentle beginning up grade 3 ledges; 
P a r a l l e l Buttress (5) has the t e c h n i c a l apipeal of a frozen 
rock-route; P a r a l l e l Gully B (5) having had very few 
ascents o^'er t h e past seventeen years, looks deceptively 
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d bacKing-and-footing.to a s p i n e - c h i l l i n g " e x i t . 
Polyphemus Gully (h) i s i n the opinion of many, a c l a s s i c 
hard ice-route and was ascended only• r e c e n t l y by' .Messrs. Snalam 
and liargreaves. Conditions on t h a t day were phenom.enally good 
due to a prolonged v/eather system of high jpressure; the neve 
was c r i s p and f i r m enabling climbers to ' te d a r i n g 
manouvres w i t h t h e i r equipment. And, on v....;, r3:zed hut . t a l k i n g 
p o i n t , I heard another i n t e r e s t i n g theory r e c e n t l y which had 
been t r i e d and tested on Polyp.heraus t h a t the advantages of 
double Terodactyl's w i t h adzes v/ere greater than two i n d i v i d u a l 
TD's (one adze type, one hammer t y p e ) ; g e n e r a l l y speaking, the-
TD droop p i c k w i l l s t i c k where a l l others won't and i n c e r t a i n 
types of i c e , the drooped adze o f f e r s an a l t e r n a t i v e choice when 
n e g o t i a t i n g bulges above 600 f e e t drops. The only drawback i s 
the weight of the peg-hamm.er t h a t has t o be c a r r i e d along i n 
case you should be f o r t u n a t e enough to stumble across a'decent 
crack. However, here i s the opportunity t o use your redundant 
Salewa or Choulnard, enabling you, t h e r e f o r e , t o r i s k . t a k i n g 
d i r e c t a i d o f f two w e l l places axes w h i l s t you hang back and 
bang i n an ice-peg - or w r i t e your l a s t v / i l l and testament, 
whichever the case may be. 

There must be no other area where the grading question so o f t e n 
rears i t s e l f as i n w i n t e r clim-bing. The problem has been made 
worse since Hamish MacPiton chose t o confuse every i n t e r e s t e d 
party by using l a b e l s one a u t o m a t i c a l l y associates w i t h a 
completely d i f f e r e n t game - rDck climbing. The S c o t t i s h eys-tem, 
used by Clough, works p r e t t y v7ell but l i k e any system i t i s 
subject t o mis-use - see the Rocksport photo page 11 No. 3 
recent issue; Polyphem.us i s more probably i i not 5; Douglas-
Gibson l i k e w i s e ; P a r a l l e l Gully A 3 not 1+; Raeburn's Gully a 
2/3 and not 3/U; .Vest Gully a 3> not 3; Black Spout a 1 not 2; 
Tough Brown Traverse 2/3 not 3/k - w e l l i t i s c a l l e d Rock s p o r t , 

• Of the easier, routes Central Buttress O r i g i n a l ' (2) i s pleasant 
v/ith i t s unio^ue rock gendarmes mid-way; .and Raeburn's Gully 2/3, 
a l i t t l e steeper w i t h an i n t e r e s t i n g p i t c h 'in a r e l a t i v e l y safe 
spot, i s good. (There are mere d i f f i c u l t e x i t s t o be found t o 
the r i g h t ) . F i n a l l y , a good v;ay back dovro. i s v i a the north-east-
f a c i n g snow-slope on Cruide Grom (Oiij.te steep), 

Logongorble., 21 s t February " 
Numerous brews were the order of the night as the f i f t e e n 
meraoers of the Club a r r i v e d at Glencoe. Plans were formiSd f o r 
the f o l l o w i n g day and alarm clock set f o r an e a r l y s t a r t . 
I n t o t h i c k mist o...' 2 , 0 0 0 f t , on the Saturday and a great deal 
of., t o i n g and f r o i n g loefore T w i s t i n g Gulley- (Coire, Lochin) was • 
located, ^ , 
Most of the p a r t y decided on Twisting, w h i l s t Paul and myself 
e l e c t e d f o r South Central, and i t s . awkward i c y s t a r t which ;. 
succumbed to the onslaught of axes and crampons and l e d t o a 
rocky bay, , - ' _ 
The Rocond p i t c h f e l l g u i c k l y to Paul as he traversed out over •-. 
a bulge and' onto a steep snow-ice slope- t o be followed- by-two 
more rone lenp-ths nf rvn-n* -no-i nt.-i n n-an.l — -



A quick r e t u r n t o Twisting t o f i n d t h a t K e i t h , over anxious to 
hold on t o h i s Mug award had modified the awkward mantle shelp 
vAich i s one of the h i g h l i g h t s of the r o u t e , making the route 
measurahly harder hy sending a huge block i n the d i r e c t i o n of 
the v a l l e y , 
Sm.ooth snow slopes l e d towards the f i n a l p i tches and a water-
ice p i t c h l e d t o the g u l l y e x i s t where the group gathered i n 
the cold winds before r e t u r n i n g f o r more brews/ 
Other p a r t i e s had v i s i t e d Boomerang Gully and spoke h i g h l y of 
the route recomimending i t f o r a f i n e way t o the summit of Stob 
Coire Lochon, . _ 
Sunday was B u i c h i l l e day as a mass gatherag v i s i t e d Curved Ridge 
and North Buttress, Occasional sunshine h i g h l i g h t e d the snow on 
t h i s most pleasurable route and a traverse of the Crowbury Tower 
was the order of the day. Magnificent views from the summit 
across t o Bideau w i t h double rainbows and Bracken Spectres 
adding a g l o r i o u s touch of colour t o a fae day, A l i n g e r i n g • 
r e l u c t a n t r e t u r n made t o Lqgangorble more brews then the long 
journey South and plans formed f o r f u t u r e meets t o the snowy ' 
regions of Scotland. 
A Day at Malham • •. And_y_pUDhjJ.l 
Ma r t i n , Mick, John (Mick's brother i n law) 'ind m^yself set o f f 
one Saturday morning f o r Aialham, A brew i n the cafe t o l e t the 
rock warm up and then the mud t r a c k up t o the r i g h t wing of the 
cove, Martin and John d i d Clubfoot - M,V,S,, John f e l l o f f , 
the f i r s t of many t h a t day. Meanwhile Lurch a r r i v e d , Mick and 
myself d i d Kirby w a l l V„S,, Lurch t r i e d i t but he couldn't do i t . 
His excuse was t h a t two of h i s f i n g e r s were bandaged together -
so he l e f t f o r the pub amidst h i s usual utterances, 

M a r t i n and John then d i d K i l y n and tv/o other V. S,, John l e a v i n g 
the rock on each r o u t e , Mick and myself did Wambat, a hard H.V,S, 
The crux p i t c h i s 60' and becom.es pr o g r e s s i v e l y m,ore strenuous, 
I l e d i t , j u s t , and Mick had h i s perennial problems. A f t e r 
many ' p u l l , p u l l ' or ' i t s ,„,,,„.,. strenuous' and some w e l l 
p r a c t i s e d winching t a c t i c s Mick .flaunted h i s body on the f l a t 
ground a t the top, A brew and, then back to the b o r i n g Blue Room. 


